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With the advent of the personal computer, now enjoying world-wide acceptance and utilization, a means to 
satisfy the traditional joy of holding a hard-bound book, with new and interesting illustrations and thorough captions, 
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downloading the chapter files, the titles of which will correspond to the chapters in this book. 

The author of this work produced his first nine books on a manual typewriter, and the editing and word-count 
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new technology, and we sincerely hope that you will agree. 
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The maps in this illustrated history are based on the best available documentary sources, though these are in some 
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THE 


HISTORICAL SETTING 


‘ABOVE: By mid-1942, Argentina’ neutrality had resulted in everyone of her Martin 139WAA medium bombers being grounded for parts These aircraft constituted the Argentine Army/s primary strike 


‘and coastal patio force during the Second World War. Hee, uan Peron and hs junta inspect line-up, including by 1948 the camouflaged SOS: va Fe 


downloads, the author has arbitrarily decided upon the inclusive 
term “Latin America” to describe the region of the world that is 
documented herein, 

Latin America is further defined as including all of the traditional 
nations in mainland South America, all of the traditional nations 
in Central America, and the same for the Caribbean, and I have 
included the great North American nation of Mexico for reasons that 
will become obvious. 

Some assumptions need to be addressed at the outset, Europeans, 
North Americans and peoples of the nations of the Middle and Far- 
East have all benefited from and, in many instances suffered from, the 
advent and evolution of the airplane, The great industrial powers led 
the way in the design, fielding and development of, especially, military 
aircraft, Great feats of arms, adventure and commerce have resulted 
And while this is reasonably well documented in a multitude of books 
and periodicals, Europe, North America and Asia have not, contrary 
to that literature and the exhibits mounted in numerous museums, 
had an exclusive on aviation, Latin Americans arguably recognized the 
utility of the aircraft, and engaged even some of the earliest examples 
in warfare and commerce from the very dawn of aviation. Indeed, one 
of the very earliest uses of aircraft was during the War of the Triple 
Alliance involving Brazil and Paraguay between 1867-1868, when 
Brazil fielded a corps of military balloon observers. 

With regard to the motivations that led to these events, the: 
are a number of explanatory factors that can be offered. The very 
Internal features of each military service involved, including often the 
hierarchical structure 


fe the purposes of this book and the text in the accompanying 


level of professionalism, corporate interests 


vung). 


and, indeed, the officers’ class backgrounds all played a part at one 
and_ political 
attitudes also entered into the equation, as did the politic 
the populace and ordinary citizens and, not least, economic factors 
Through it all, however, it must be stressed that none of these human 
experiences are unique to Latin America, and any suggestion that 


time or another. Community identities, self-imag 


zation of 


the so-called "Latino temperament” was operative is ethnocentric and 
inappropriate, Pride and nationalism are not unique to the region. 
The men and, occasionally, women, involved in these events were 
possessed of the same human characteristics as anywhere and, as 
well, were shaped by the environment and stage upon which their 
lives unfolded. 

The airmen themselves, in nearly every episode described herein, 
took to the air almost in spite of enormous difficulties. Latin America, 
until relatively recently, has been an enormously diverse mixing bowl 
for all phases of the aviation experience. In the first two decades, 
French, British, Italian and North American interests competed for what 
were viewed as fresh new markets, and, inevitably, they brought their 
own brand of training, control, tactical and disciplinary philosophy 
along with them. Its little wonder that it was not 
find some Latin American air organizations with pilots who could fly 
only one type of aircraft, based on the training syllabus they had heen 


tall uncommon to 


weaned on 

Equipment, often bizarre and not found anywhere else on the planet, 
‘was equally challenging to buy, transport, erect, service and maintain. 
Although those nations with a fairly well developed education system 
formed the vital infrastructure necessary to accomplish these tasks, for 
the most part, they were carried out in the years prior to the 1940s 


<ssle-rebult F51Ds and TF-510s were truly beautiful aircraft, seen here in Bolivian service 
arg the late 19605 (see Chapter 33, (vi Fred Young). 
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T-33A-1-10 FAG-721, showing details ofthe exticcolorscheme whist in Guatemalan service in 
January 1970, (via Fred Young), 


Curtiss-Wright BT-32 Condor, coded ‘651’ Colombian Aviacién Militar, Colombia, 1934 


2 mere handful of gifted, sometimes completely illiterate ground 
These men, and the pilots who often ignored their warnings, 
were hard-pressed to keep up with the astonishing pace of aviation 
2 But some of them did not need to. An unknown number of 
= s in numerous Latin American air forces never serviced any 
other than the immortal North American AT-6 Texan during the 
of a 30 year service career. Although accomplished, they were 
y unable to transition easily to the jets that were soon passed into 
are, and the learning curve was daunting. 
1g use of the aircraft placed in their care by the Governments 
| {actions of the region is the grist for this mill, and the stories 


and events leading to placing aircraft into harms way are, seemingly, 
never really simple to understand, 

These events are, unfortunately, often trivialized, and few of 
themcanbefoundintherelativelysmall number ofhistorical treatmentsof 
the region and, what is more, on the ormnipotent Internet, But these 
things most assuredly did happen, and they are all part of the panoply 
of the evolution of aviation of the 20th Century, the first century of 
manned flight. 


Dan Hagedom 
Fafa, VA May 2005 
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS 


Insofar as possible, the author has honored place names, organizational titles, military ranks 
and events using the spelling in the language of the nation in which the term originated 
While it is appreciated that this may pose a challenge in some instances to the English- 
language reader, the quest for accuracy of expression has dictated that the author exercise 
this option, as often, there are simply no English-language equivalents. 

‘What is more, many of the terms defined herein are archaic and often not understood 
with precision in the nation of origin, Therefore, as part of the overall historical treatment of 
this vast subject, this appended Glossary is offered as a means of increasing understanding, 
accuracy of expression, and historical provenance. 


Seonautica Militar 
seem erotics service name forthe Uruguayan Army air arm during the 19205 

eg 1405 

‘Sprupamento de Avies de Adaptacio. 

‘eer Femtianzation Group (in effect, an Operational Training Unit), a joint U.S. Army Air Force/ 
‘Hester 4 Force organization, based at Fortaleza, Brazil circa November 1942 
‘Spupamiento del Norte 

‘emer Group, Peruvian Aeronautical Corps, a composite unit, circa 1941 

en 

‘See & sometime 2nd Lieutenant, a commissioned rank used in a number of Latin American ait 
‘se cecing Chile, the Paraguayan Navy, and Uruguay circa 1935 

ed 

‘tare fora large series of modified Avro 504K trainers and general purpose biplanes built by 
ee TRLA i Mexico during the 1920 

meme herea 

‘see formal name ofthe Paraguayan military aviation during the Chaco War period 

tome Aérea Gubernista 

‘Se= r= Air Arm. Temporary name forthe “legitimate” Paraguayan Air Force during the 1947 
a 

ena Aérea Revolucionaria 

‘Seema Air Arm. Temporary name for the rebel ar arm created during the 1947 Paraguayan 
ae 

sues de Aviagdo do Exército 

‘eee & Aor, Brazil, formal name as of 13 January, 1927 

‘ema de Aviaciin Militar 

= |Arm. Short lived official name of the Mexican military aviation establishment as of 5 
ey 5 

‘femade Aérea Nacional 

\(emers 4 Fleet, Menico, a short-lived name for the national air arm circa September 1920- 
siemada Peruana 

rere Feet or Peruvian Navy. 

mpeante (Asp.) 

‘Game OFcer-in-Training, Brazilian Air Force cinca 1942-2. 

‘srecio Brigadiana 

‘Pree tration element, Rio Grande do Sul state, planned but not actually equipped cica 1915. 
‘teacio da Brigada Militar 

‘smarter ofthe Military Brigade, Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil ica 1923 

ecacto Militar 

‘Wier Sretion, Brazilian Army during the 1920s and 1930s 

‘teiacio Naval 

‘Sees Seaton, Brailan Navy during the 1920s and 19305, 
‘eacito Militar (AM) oF (A.M) 

‘etary tration, Service name used by a numberof Latin American ae arms during the 19205 
ao 

eacién Naval 

==> for a number of Latin American naval aviation establishments, including Argentina as 
— 

‘Bese Aeronaval de Punta Indio (BAN Punta Indio) 

‘Wee & Ease Argentine Navy, at Punta Indio 

Bamberos 

Sere = fe department 

Gots 

“agen. company grade commissioned rank in many Latin American air arms and military 
serens 

on 

Stee Arcctor), Brazilian Alr Force circa 1942-7 


apt. Obs. 

Observer Captain, commisioned grade fran observer/gunner/bombar, usually a nonated plot, 
in Paraguay cca 1934 

ar 

(hina Ai Tanspot, a popietary tine 

Gia. Mexicana de Aviacién 

Mexican bition Company, created inthe 1920s and more commonly known as‘Mesicana’ 

‘ub Salvadorena de Aviacién Civil y Reserva 

Sahadoran Ci and Reserve Ar lub. A numberof Latin Ametcan nations have similar organizations, 
which vay in character of organization and sophistication. The Salvadoran organization actualy took 
‘atin fight combat operations during the 1969 war with Honduras using general aviation raft 
‘wth ight bomb racks mounted et. 

Gnel. (Coronel) 

lone senior field rade commissioned rank just blow Nag rankin most atin American aims 
and itary establishments 

Comando de Aviacién Naval (CAN) 

Nava vation Command, Argenta, moder service name forthe Argentine Naval aviation 
establishment 

Comisin Aeronautica Mexicana 

‘Mexican Aeronautical Commission, sent o Europe in September 1927 tacquie moder raf for 
the Mexican air arm 

‘Comisién Nacional de Irrigacién 

‘atonal igaton Commision, Menican Federal Governemat 

Companha do Contestado 

ampaign ofthe Contested (ands in ral cca 1914 

Compaiiia de Aviacién 

‘vation Company, Dominican Repub cca 1946 volved ito the modern Dominican A Force 
Constitucionalistas 

Forces of Carranza, Vila and Obregn, ont! known, during the 1913-1914 period of the Mean 
Felton, Alo wsed to describe forces ofthe stato So Paula state, Braiding the 1930-32 
dk var 

Coronel (Cnel.) 

(lone (see Cre) 

Corpo de Aviacéo Naval 

allan Nava vation Corps during the 1205 and 1930s 

Comps d Aviation d Haiti 

The Hatin Air Corps, modem service name 

ag 

Abbreviation fo Fst Captain, a Mexican commisoned grade roughly equivalent oa junior Major 
Gristeros 

Large pro-Roman athol gely middle-class queria group in Mexico, Usual translated to 
sean defenders of Chris they attacked Regular Amy gations, burned balding, and once even 
ynamites rang 100 passengers. The isteroRebelon was prompted bythe 1926 ant- 
‘church clases ofthe evolving Mexican constitution and seis flaws which, beginning that year and 
‘extending into 1929, resulted ina cl war within the revolution between the Central Goverment and 
the athalic Church in Mexia. was finaly put down afer series of conferences between the Church 
andthe Mexican preside, with the U.S. Ambassador ating as intermediary, 

Cruz Roja Peruana 

Peruvian Red Cros organization 

‘Cuerpo de Aerondutica Peruana (CAP) 

Peruvian Aeronautical Crp, formal name ofthe combined Peruvian Army and Navy aviation 
‘tabshments prior to modernization asthe FAP (qu) 

Cuerpo de Aviacién 

‘i Corps, formal name ofthe Bolivian Army aviation establishment cea 1929 

‘Cuerpo de Aviacin,Ejercito de Cuba (CAEC) 

aban Army Air ors uring the 1820s and 19305 
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Cuerpo de Aviacién Militar (CAM) 

Miltary Aviation Corps Guatemala, 120s and 1930s, 

Cuerpo de Aviadores Militares 

Corps of Miltary Aviators, Mec, cMay 1912. In effect, the name ofthe Mexican Ar Force at 

that time 

Cuerpo Militar de Aviacién 

Miltary ir Corps, Nicaragua, cca Apri 1926 a elt short ved service name forthe national 
airarm 

Departamento de Aviacién 

Department of Aviation, Meio, cca September 1920, a abine minster evel position governing 
military aeronautis 

Destacamento Ateo 

Air Detachment, Peru circa 1932 

‘estacamento Amazons Amazon Detachment, Colombian ram, consisting ofthe expeditionary 
{oe edb Genera Aled Vasquez Cobo up the Amazon during the Leticia Incident with er 
Director General de Aeronautica 

Director General of Aeronautics, a cabineU minster eel postion found in many Latin American 
governments, sual held by a serving aviation ofcer flag rank 

Directorio Estudiantil 

‘Student Ditctorate, a political movement in Cuba cca September 1933, 

Divisién del Norte 

Djs ofthe North, Pancho Vila’ force a Northern Mexico during the opening phase ofthe Mescan 
Revolution Iwasa agely regular force 

Escola de Aviagéo Militar (EAM) 

School of Miltary Aviation, Baan Army, frmed orginally 10 uly 1919 

Escuadrilla Aérea de la Milicia Auxiliar del Ejercito Federal 

ASquadon ofthe Auliary Mla to the Federal Army, Meco, ey revolutionary period 
Escuadrilla Aeronavale de Bombardeo 

Naval Aviation Bombardment Squadron, Argentine Nay cia 1951 

Escuadrilla Aeronavale de Combate 

Naval Aviation Combat Squadron, Argentina Navy circa 1951 

scuadrilla de Bombardeo Independiente 

Independent Bombardment Squadron, Chilean National Ait Force cca 1926, equipped with Junkers 
42 t-motor bombers ~the is strategic bombing fren Latin America 

Escuadrilla de Observacion Terrestre No.70 

Toth Land Observation Squaon, Peruvian Aeronautical Corps (CAP) cies 1941 

Escuadrilla de Reconocimiento Aéreo 

‘irReconnassance Squadron, Bolivian Air Corps cies June 1932 

Escuadrén Aerea Mixto 

ived Air Squadron, Mexican Army Air Force during the Cedtlo campaign 

Escuadrén de Ataque y Reconocimiento (SAW) 

The Guatemalan Ai Forces Special Ar Warfare, tack and Reconnalsance Squadion of the 

1960 petod 

Escuadrén Caza y Bombardeo 

Fighter and Bombe Squadron, Salvadoran At Force cca 1969, composite unit composed ofall 
fighter fighter-bomber and dedicated bombing capabearaft 

Escuadrén de Bombardero Pesado 

Heavy Bombardment Squadron, Mexico, cca 1925-2 

Eseuadrén de Caza 

Fighter Squadron Mexico cca 1925-7 

Escuadrén de Observacién y Bombardero Ligero 

(Observation and Light Bombardment Squadron, Meio, ica 1925-7 

Escuadrén de Enlace 

Communications Squadron, Colombian Ar Force cic 1946-1953 

Escuadrén de Patrulla No.1 

Patrol Squadron No. olmblan Ar Force ica 1944, operating ant-submarne and coastal patrols 
‘rom Barranquilla, 

Escuadrén de Transporte 

Transport Squadron, A designation used by neal every mode Latin American al fre, sometimes 
‘conjunction wth a numeric ctegory designator 

Escuadrén de Transporte Aéreos (ETA) 

‘NeTranspotSquakon, Blan Ar Force cca 1952 

Escuadrén ‘Punta de Alas’ 

Arow Wings Squadron Bovan Army, during the Chaco Wr, a bomberrecon unit equlpped with 
Junkers KBs 

Escuela de Aplicacién Aerondutica 

‘Advanced Aeronautical School, ormery the Azcrate air factory in Mexico cca 1932-7 
Escuela de Aviacién Civil 

il Aviaton Schoo, Common name fr such establishments in a numberof atin American nations, 
sualy constituted asa quas governmental entity, often as adic adjunct or outgrowth ofthe 
rity establishment 

Escuela de Aviacién Militar (EAM) 

Military Aviation Schoo as designated bya numberof Latin American ar arms, inclding Paraguay, 
‘Uiuguay, Venezuela and others. 


Escuela de Aviacién Naval 
Naval Aviation Schoo Argentine Navy cca 1955, Usually abbreviated ESAN 
Escuela Militar de Aplicacién Aeronéutica 

‘Advanced Military Aeronautics School, Mexico circa 1925 

Escuela Militar de Aspirantes 

‘In Mexico, as of 1912-1913, the Military School of Cadets or, literally, Novices, 
Escuela Militar de Aviacin (EMA) 

‘Military School of Aviation, a term used by a number of Latin American air arms to describe their 
‘raining establishment, including Mexico, which established her EMA in April 1917 
Escuela Nacional de Aviacion 

‘National Aviation School, Mexico, established circa May 1916 at Balbeuna ai field near Mexico City, 
Escuela Politécnica 

Guatemalan itary aademy 

Esquadritha de Bombardeio (GMAP) 

‘Bombardment Squadon ofthe GHAR stat of io Poul, ral during the 1930-32 ci war 
Esquadritha de Caca 

Fighter Squadron, Brazilian Alr Force 

Esquadritha Azul (GMAP) 

Blue Squadron, of the GMAP, state of So Paulo, Brazil during the 1930-32 civil war 
Esquadrilha de Caga (GMAP) 

Fighter Squadron, of the GMAP, state of Sdo Paulo, Brazil during the 1930-32 civil war 
Esquadritha de Escola (GMAP) 

‘School Squadron, of the GMAP, state of So Paulo, Brazil, during the 1930-32 civil war 
Esquadritha de Exploracio e Observacso (GMAP) 

Observation and Reconnaissance Squadron, of the GMAP, state of Sdo Paulo, Brazil during the 
1930-32 dvil war 

Esquadrilha Vermelha (GMAP) 

‘Red Squadron, of the GMAP, state of Sao Paul, Brazil, during the 1930-32 civil war 
Escuadrilla del Ebano 

Literally, the Black Squadron, Mexico, early revolutionary period 

Escuadrilla de Aplicacién de la Escuela de Aviacién, 

Advanced Squadron of the Aviation School, Chilean National Air Force circa 1927-7 
Estancias 

Ranches restates common though Latin Ameria in Spanish speaking nations 
Fabrica de Cartuchos do Realengo 

Royal Cartridge Factory, Brazil, circa 1914 

Fabrica Militar de Avions(F.M.A,) 

tary Aircraft Factory, Argentina, late Industria Aeronsutica (LAe.) 

Ferrocaril Central 

Cental Raita, Mesico inthe 120s and 1930s 

Flotilla Aérea del Fjerito Constitucionalista 

Air Flotilla of the Constitutional Army, Mexico, during the early revolutionary period 
Flotila de Operaciones Numero 1 

‘umber 1 Operation Fltilla, Mexican air arm ctca 1917-1918, 

Flotilla de Operaciones Numero 2 

‘Number 2 Operations Flotilla, Mexican air arm circa March 1918 

Flotilla de Operaciones Numero 3 

‘Number 3 Operations Flotilla, Mexican air arm cinca March 1919-? 

Flotilla de Operaciones Numero 4 

‘Number 4 Operations Flotilla, Mexican air arm circa April 1919-7 

Flotilla do Amazonas 

‘Amazon Flotilla, Brazilian Navy circa 1924-25 

Forca Aérea Brasileira 

Brazilian Alr Force, modern service name, usually abbreviated FAB 

Forca Publica de Sao Paulo (F.P.S.P.) 

‘So Paull State Public Force, the state military force in the 1920s, which included an aviation element, 
Fortin 

‘A comparatively small, modestly fortified strong pont, usually named, and used by both Bolivia and 
Paraguay during the Chaco War 

Fuerza Aérea Argentina 

‘igentine Air Force, modern service name, usually abbreviated FAA 

Fuerza Aérea Botiviana 

Bolivian Air Force, modem service name, usually abbreviated FAB 

Fuerza Aérea de Chile 

Chilean Air Force, modem service name, usually abbreviated FAC, FACH or FACH 
Fuerza Aérea Colombiana 

Colombian Air Force, modern service name, usually abbreviated FAC 

Fuerza Aérea Costarricense 

Costa Rican Air Force, used briefly cca 1955 

Fuerza Aérea Dominicana 

‘Dominican Air Force, modern service name, usually abbreviated FAD 

Fuerza Aérea Ecuatoriana 

‘The Ecuadorian Alr Force, modem service name, usually abbreviated FAE 


Feerza Aérea Guatemalteca 
“somata ir Force, modem service name, sully abbreviated FAG 
Seerza Aérea Hondurefia 
‘Pe sondutan Ait Force, made sevice name, sually abbreviated AH 
Seerza Aerea de Liberacién 
"ee eration Al Fore ofthe Cuban expatriate Brigada 2506 during the Bayo Pigs invasion period 
Seerza Aérea Mexicana 
‘Se Meccan Ar Force, modem service name, usually abbreviated FAM, commencing 1927-28, 
Seerza Aérea Militar 
seer Ai Force The shor ved name forthe Costa Ran airforce cea 1948 
Geeta Aérea Nacional 

‘eon Ai Fore Fema name used by the Chilean and Mec A Forces (cea 1928-29 a certain 
seems thet history, 
Seerza Aérea de Nicaragua 
‘Ye eragun At Force. Tiss descriptor used twice during the history of Nicaraguan service 
sso. During the Sandinista era, the service name was formally changed to FueraAérea 
sens, sully abbreviated FAN (or FAS) 
‘Seerza Aérea del Ejercito dela Revolucion Americana 
scx the American Revolutionary Army, the formal name forthe stil-bor afore ofthe 
~oetben Legion ofthe 1940s and 1950s, Sometimes abbreviated as FAERA 
‘Seerza Aérea Revoluciona 
eaten Revolutionary Ar Foc, from 1959 under Casto, Usually abbreviated FAR 
Seerza Aérea Salvadorefia 

seas i Fore, oder service name, usualy abbreviated FAS, More een, io abbreviated 
eerzas Aéreas Venezolanas 
‘Se eeuean A Fores modem service name, usually abbreviated FAY 
Seerza Aeronaval No.1 

sous vation Fore Argentina Navy cca 1951, Roughly equivalent toa US. Navy Feet Ar Wing 
Sabinete de Fotogrametria Aérea (G.F.A.) 

“sey of Aerial Photography and Mapping, a spelled unit ofthe Chilean National Ar Force 


Several brigadier 
fees Geeta, Meco and elsewhere 
‘Several de brigada (Gen. Bgd.) 
sre of Brigade, Rouahy equivalent to US. Major General 
Several de division 
‘Seems Genera roughly equalent to US, Lieutenant General, Mescoand elsewhere 
‘Sxpamento de Avi_es de Caca 
‘sem tert Group, Banani Force circa August 1942 
‘Geape Aéreo de Caza 
Sse Sup. sed by a number of atin American airforce usualy with numeric designator, but 
semen De same stengthcompastion aU or rsh Group 
‘Sespe de Aviacién No.1 and No.3 
sms Aviation Groups Chilean National Ar Frc ica 1926-27 
‘Sexps de Bombardeio Médio 
soesem Sombarment Group, rain Al Forceas of 1942 
‘Sage de Combate 
swt op, Saban Force cca 1969. Essen, enor organization foal subordinate nits 
‘== ss cpable of being commited to combat operations. Temas used to descibe the combat 
soem fhe livan national airarm as of cca 1928-7 
‘Seape de Esquadrilhas de Aviacdo 
‘esoter Ay viation ca 192, st tactical organization Literal the Grupo of 
mem ations 
‘Seape Misto de Aviagio 
‘Gem aon Grup, rallan Amy cca 1932. These units varied in se, mission and composition 
sere Wo dAvac da Forga Pblca de Estado (GMAP) Mhed vation Group Stat Public Foc, 
some So Paul Baa during the 1930-32 ci war 
‘Sxpe 1 de Caza-Bombardeo (CB-1) 
seer Ai ore 1st Fighter-Bomber Group circa the eal 1960s, qulpped with North American 
ses at thetime 
Sordi Civil 
so ses Per, ong standing paramilitary national pole fore 
Sexrdiamarina 
See Midspmanina number of Latin American navies 


eel 

‘at éei Departamento de Aviacién 

Sher of Pe Department of Aviation, Mexico, during the 1920s 

SEW Linea AéreaTransporte Nacional 

‘Ye Pesoayan national alt ine operated as part ofthe Paraguayan Alt Fore for part of ts existence 


Sista 
‘ger rm used to describe Brazilian Federal forces during the 1930-32 cil wa petiod 
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Legién Aérea Extranjero 

Foreign Air Legion, title applied to foreign pilots who volunteered to fly for Paraguay during the 
Chaco War. Unclear whether official or colloquial 

Linea Aérea Nacional (LAN) 

‘National Air Line of Chile, created as part of the National Air Force 

Los cinco primeros 

Literally, “the first five,” a phrase used to describe what were believed to be the first five trained 
‘Merican pilots «January 1913, graduates of the Moisant School. 

Maestranza de Aviacion 

‘Aviation Arsenal or Workshops, Chilean National Air Force circa 1928-2 

May-Av. 

Major vat), rain Ai Force 

Mayor 

‘Major, usually an Army, Ale Force o¢ Marine Corps officer rank in Latin American military 
‘establishments, similar in grade to the U.S. equivalent. 

Mayor PA, 

‘Major, Pilot Aviator, Mexico and several other Latin American air arms at different times 
Mestizo 

‘Aterm used to describe a person of mixed Spanish and Amerindian blood, Thought to have originated 
‘during the period of Spanish rule in much of Latin America 

‘Movimiento Nacional Revolucionaria (MNR) 

‘National Revolutionary Movement, Bolivia, circa 1949-52 

Movimiento Revolucionaria Dominicano (MRD) 

‘Dominican Revolutionary Movement, One of the seeds of the Caribbean Legion of the 1940s 
and 1950s 

Palacio do Governo (Catete) 

Satan Presidential palace 

Partido Revolucionaria Dominicano 

Dominican Revolutionary Party. One of the seeds of the Caribbean Legian of the 1940s and 19505 
Porfiriato 

‘The period during which Porfirio Diaz was president of Mexico. Variously measured, i is usually 
described as lasting until 1911 and the commencement of the Revolution 

Primeira Esquadrilha 

First Squadron, Brazilian Naval aviation circa 1924 

Primeiro-Tenente Observador 

First Lieutenant Observer, Brazilian Army aviation cca 1922 

Primera Escuacrilla de Caza 

‘Ist Fighter Squadron, Paraguayan Alr Arm circa 1929-7 

Primera Escuadrilla de Reconocimiento y Bombardeo 

First Reconnaissance and Bombardment Squadron, Paraguay circa Chaco War era 

Quartel 

Antique (old) version of cuartel, usually meaning a barracks or base, 

Rurales 

Term used to describe local militia groups organized in Mexicoin the 1920s and 1930, later formalized 
{nto a paramilitary organization 

SAHSA 

Servicio Aéreo de Honduras, S.A, until it ceased operations in January 1994, the national flag carrier 
ain of Honduras 

Sargento Mayor 

Sergeant Major, the most senior Non-Commissioned grade/rank in many Latin American service 
branches 

Seccion de Caza Tactico 

‘Honduran Air Force circa 1962, a Tactical Fighter Section or fight. Typically smaller than a Squadron 
(Escuadron) in strength and composition 

Seccion de Coordinacién Aéreo 

‘Honduran Air Force circa 1962, a Liaison Section or fight 

Seccion de Helicoptero 

Honduran Air Force cra 1962, a Helicopter Section 

Seccion de Transporte Aéreo 

‘Honduran Air Force ¢.1962, an Air Transport Section or fight. Typically smaller than a Squadron 
(Escuadron) in strength and composition 

Secretaria de Comunicaciones y Obras Publicas (SCOP) 

‘Secretary of Communications and Public Works. A national-level ministry in Mexico which operated 
aircaft nthe performance ofthe ofa duis ofthe agency, and stl does 

Secretario de Guerra y Marina 

‘Secretary of War and Marine, cabinet/ministerial government post overseeing all military and naval 
affairs, Mexico, circa 1929- 

SEDTA (Sociedad Ecuatoriana de Transportes Aéreos, S.A.) 
Ecuadorian Air Transport Company pre-1941, formed by German interests 

Segunda Esquadritha 

‘Second Squadron, Brazilian Naval aviation circa 1924 

‘Segunda Escuadrilla de Reconocimiento y Bombardeo 

‘Second Reconnaissance and Bombardment Squadron, Paraguay, circa Chaco War era 

Semana de Aviacién 

‘Aviation Week, an annual event in Mexico commencing in December 1929. 
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Serie 

‘Series A biplane, an indigenous Mexican production design built by the Tallares Nacional de 
Construcciénes Aeronautica (TLN.CA,) in the 19205, 

Serie H 

Series H monoplane, an indigenous Mexican production design bullt by the .N.CA, inthe 19205 
Servigo Geografico do Exercito 

Amy Cartographic Service, Brain Ary cea 1919-2 

Sgto, 

"Abbreviatlon for Sargento or Sergeant, a common Non-Commisloned Office rank in many Latin 
‘American air arms 


Sub. Of. MAM. 

‘Non-Commissioned Officer, Aviation Maintenance Mate, Paraguayan Navy circa 1947 

Sub.0fe, 

‘Non-Commissioned Officer, Peru circa 1932 

Sub Oficial (PA.M.) 

‘Non-Commissoned Officer Military Aviation Plt, non-com rank in Uruguayan air arm as of 1935 
Subteniente (Sub.Tte,) 

‘Sub Lieutenant. Roughly equivalent to 2nd Lieutenant in U.S. services 

Tallares Generales de Aeronautica 


General Aiton Factory or Works, Mexico cea May 194, formery the Canaan Car and Foundry 
(CG factory ther. 

Tallares Nacionales de Construcciénes Aeronduticas (TN.C.A.) 

National Aeronautical onstruction Worksop, Mex, Designed and bua series ofindignous 
esgns during the 1920s, 

Teco-Teco 

‘Brain familiar nickname for the Piper -4 aircraft used by the 1. Esquadeila de Ligagdoe 
‘bservago in tay during Wold War To, 

Ten-Av. 

Ueutenant (Aviator) Brazilian Air Force cca 1942 

Tenente-Aviador 

Lieutenant Aviator (Plt, Braian Army aviation circa 1924 

Teniente (Tte,) 

Leutenant. Common company grade commisioned rank in many atin Ameria alrarms and military 
establishments 

Tercera Escuadra Aeronaval, Escuadrilla de Ataque 

Literally tack Squadron ofthe 3 Naval vation Fleet Squadion, (Argentine Navy), However in 
effec, more aknto the US, relationship betveen Group anda subordinate Squadron within the 
Group. 

Tre. Cnel, 

Leutenant Colonel. ed grade commissioned rank common in many Latin American iramsand 
military establishments 

Tre. Comandante 

Liewtenant Commande, commissioned grade Peru cc 1932 

Tre. de Corbeta 

Crvet Lieutenant, an Argentine Navy commisioned rank cca 1955 

Tre. de Fragata 

Frigate Lieutenant, A Paraguayan Naval commisloned rank cia 1947 

Tte. de Navio PAN 

Naval Lewenant, Naval vito it, Paraguay ca 1947 

Tre. PA. 

Tenente (eutenant) Plot Att Menlo and various othe Latin American alam at diferent times 
Tte.1® 

{st Leutenat, a common junior commissioned rank many Latin American ait ams 

Tte.1 PAM 

‘st Lewtenant, Mitary Aviation ilo, a common junior commissioned rank in some tain American alt 
ams, especialy during the 19305 and 1940 

Tte.2° 

2nd Lieutenant, common junior commisoned rank in many Latin American miltary establishments 
‘Undecima Escuadrillade Caza 

‘th Fighter Squadron Paraguayan Air Arm cra 193+? 

UsBaTu 

United tates Bran Trlning Unt cia 1943, formed for ant-submarine training 
Vicealmirante 

‘Vie Admiral a lag rank common na number of atin American naval establishments 
Vicecomodoro 

Wee Commodore, an Argentine At Force (not Naval rank rca 1955, 

1° Divisio de Observacio 

‘st Observation Divison, Brain Navy cca 1932, 

1" Esquadritha de Aperfeigoamento 

‘stAdvanced Taning Squad, Brazlan Amy aviation ica 1924 

‘1 Esquadritha de Bombardeio 

1st Bombardment Squadron, Bracan Army aviation fst such unit designated as such cca 1922 
1" Esquadritha de Caca 

‘st Fighter Squadin, Braclan Army aviation fistsuch unit designated as such cca 1922 


1° Escuadrilla Aeronaval de Ataque 
Agertine Nava aviation unt the 1st Naval tack Squadron somewhat smaller than fll Ecuadon 
(Squadon also). Operated Grumman FF-2 Panthers and other types fromthe 1950s and 1960s 
1.tEsquadrilla de Ligacao e Observacio 

st lason and Observation Squadron, Braalian Ar Foc. Served in aly in World War Two in ect 
suport ofthe Brain infantry Divison there fying Piper 4s 
‘er Escuadrila del Ter Regimiento Aéreo 

‘st Squadron ofthe 1st Air Regimen, Mexlocirca 1929-7 
1" Escuadron de Bombardero Ligero 

st Light Bombardment Squadron, Colombian At Force cia 1953 equiped wth North American 
8:54 
11 Escuadron de Caza 

1st Fighter Squadron, Colombian Ar Force cca 1946-1953 equiped with Republic P-470s, 
1 Grupo de Aviacéo Constitucionalista 

4st Constitutional Aviation Group, state of So Pavlo during the 1930-32 cil war 
118 Grupo de Caga (1.° GAVC) 

1st Fighter Group, Brazlan At Fore, In actualy closer in sie toa reinforced USAAF squadron and 
often translated as 1s Fighter Squadron, Served olin training during Word War Two in aly and 
stl eit inal today, 
11° Grupo de Patrulla 
1st Patol Group, rain i Force based at Gale Ar ase, ear Rode Janek wth Consolidated 
BY Catalnasas of 1943, Inactaly, more akin toa USAAF squadron in size 
1.* Grupo Misto de Aviagio 
{stMlied Aviation Group, Bazan At Force after October 1942 
1 Regimento de Aviagéo (1.* RAV.) 
1st Aviation Regiment, ralian Army oflate 1932 through at ast 1981 
1Ten-Av, 
‘st Lieutenant (vat), Brazil Ai ore 
2,° Corpo de Base Aérea (2.* CBAé) 
2nd ir Base Cops Bran Ary aviation cea 194, headquartered at So Paulo 
2°Regimiento Aéreo 
2nd Ar Regiment, Mencan Army Aviation cca 1931-39 
20Zona Aérea 
‘Second AlrZone (headquartered at Natal, Bra, ralian A Force as of October 1942- 
3* Companhia Provisoria de Parque de Aviagéo 
3 Supply Company, Aviation Depo, Braaian Amy aviation circa 1922 
3* Esquadritha de Observacio 
3rd Observation Squadron, ran Amy aviation cia 1922 
3.0Regido Militar 
3rd Miltary Region, raion Army cic 1941, headquartered at Cutiba 
+3.° Regimento de Aviacao (3.° R. AV.) 
3rd Aviation Regiment, razilan Amy aviation heedquarteed at Pto Alegre as of 194, 
4. Corpo de Base Aérea (4.° CBA8) 
‘th Ar Base Comps Brazilian Army aviation ica 194 headquartered at Belo Horizonte 
DEB. 
Braalan Navy aviation unit equipped with Fale Gordons as of 1932-7 

. Grupo de Bombardeio Médio 
‘4th Medium Bombardment Group, ral A Fore headquartered at otalera, ral cca 
November 1942. nactuaity, in sie about that of U.S. squadron 
5.* Regiao Militar 
Sth Miltary Reon, Brzlian Amy, cca 1941 

5 Regimento de Aviacao (5.° R. AV.) 
5th Aviation Regimen, rain Amy alton headquartered at Curb cia 1941 
16.8 Corpo de Base Aérea (6.° CBA) 
6th Ar Base Comps, Brazlan Army aviation ica 1941 headquartered Fortaleza 
7. Corpo de Base Aérea (7.° CBA) 
‘Te Air Base Cops, Brian Army aviation cca 1941 headquartered at Belém 
8," Corpo de Base Aérea (8." CBAé 
Ath Ar Base Corps, Brallan Army aviation cca 1941 headquartered at Mato Grosso 
9.° Corpo de Base Aérea (9." CBAé) 
Sh Ar Base Cops, rallan Army aviation cca October 1942 headquartered a Natal 
112:Corpo de Base Aérea (11.* CBA) 
‘ith Al Base Cops, Baan Ar Foc, circa October 1942, headquartered at Salvador, ral. In eet, 
8 frm of A Base Wing incorporating al ofthe aviatonasetsn that 
12. Corpo de Base Aérea 
‘As above, headquartered near Rode Jane as of November 1942. Evolved into the 3. Grupo de 
‘Bombardeo Medio (34 Medium Bombardment Group) by August 1944, raion Ar Force 


The Mexican Revolutionary Period 


the distant obs the Mexican 
‘olutionary period must appear a historical blur. Filled with 
ver-changing alliances and intrigue, this period ~ forming the 
gest chapter in our accompanying on-line downloads — is presented 
~ because it involved the earliest uses of aircraft in warfare in the 
sion and, secondly, because the sheer breadth of the internal struggles 
id and were continuing throughout the period that other, more 
rly defined events, were unfolding elsewhere in Latin America 
Although an oversimplification, for the purposes of this work the 
2ssic revolutionary period can be divided into a number of successive 
1 epochs, Perhaps not surprisingly, the aviation component of 
<i of these closely paralleled the evolution of aeronautics as it 
anced world-wide, improvements and applications not lost upon 
arious factions that ultimately acquired and employed aircraft 
At the outset, the established Mexican Army, at the behest of none 
r than the legendary President Porfirio Diaz, and his revolutionary 
essor, President Madero, after witnessing demonstrations of 
neering aircraft and their potential as weapons of war, enabled the 
mation of one of the earliest military aviation establishments in Latin 
cnerica, Following the social customs of the time, a number of Army 
5 were selected to be sent to France for training, and orders were 
‘d for various aircraft, both in France and the U.S. 
Xot surprisingly, the earliest aircraft sought were variants of the 
ble Blériot XI and a U.S. improvement, the Moisant monoplane. 
ever, representations were also made to the Wrights via an agency, as 
stature of the Wright name and aircraft line could not be ignored. 
With this beginning, the first period of aviation during the Mexican 
stionary period commenced, and lasted roughly from 1911 to 
218. Almost from the beginning, both Mexican Federal as well as 
rectionist forces engaged foreigners, along with aircraft of obscure 
entage, to undertake reconnaissance and, gradually, harassment 
ight attack duties, These were amongst the first such sorties in 
on history, and although conducted under the most primitive 
ns imaginable and on a basis that might be characterized at 
ss “occasional,” they nonetheless represented the realization 
both established military forces and alike 
ed the value of the new science and intended to ca upon 
‘ery opportunity, 
his first period saw several specific uses of aircraft that stand out 
cially. First, railroads, of which Mexico had a fairly well established 
at north of the capital by 1911, were key to the success of the 
ral forces, and asa result, train escort by aircraft became one of the 
ost frequent ~ and important - missions assigned to the infant service. 
Mexican Federal forces also developed the use of aerial bombs and 
racks for their aircraft and, although often cited as making use 
ch weapons for the first time in aviation history, in fact it might be 


ver, the chaotic events of 
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1911 
1938 


ter 


better expres nt use of these for the 
first time. 

The period also saw the establishment of one of the first permanent 
military aviation schools in the hemisphere, which has evolved into the 
present day Mexican Air Force training establishment, one of the oldest 
and continuously operating on earth. 

Meanwhile, as the Revolution continued to expand and contort, 
regional Federal commanders found it expedient to hire their own 
airmen to mimic the success they perceived elsewhere, As a result, 
a remarkable array of airmen and aircraft were introduced into the 
country, and perhaps most famous of all was Didier Masson and his 
1911 Martin pusher which eventually gained the name Sonora, This 
aircraft and its assorted crew became immortalized as the weapon that 
carried out the first aerial attack on surface warships in the history of 
warfare and, while the results may not have been decisive, they shortly 
became the stulf of legend and are detailed at length in the main text. 

Meanwhile, the charismatic Pancho Villa, who early on had headed 
alled Division del Norte, part of the Federal forces, had also 
decided that an aviation corps might be useful, and gradually recruited 
his own troop of mercenaries to act as scouts for his highly mobile 
and far-ranging forces. The activities of these adventurers, and the odd 
aircraft they brought to the conflict, are also described in detail, for the 
first time, in the main text to be found on-line. 

Finally, in February 1915, the Central Government acted to forma 
the diverse aviation elements under Federal control, and established 
the Arma de Aviacién Militar, and the modern-day Mexican Air Force 
(Fuerza Aérea Mexicana) dates its creation from this organization. 

The first epoch is also replete with legends, which are discussed in 
detail in the on-line text. These include the alleged introduction into the 
conilict of Wright Model L aircraft, and the oft-repeated account of the 
aerial “dog-fight” — supposedly the first in aviation history - between 
mercenaries Philip Rader and Dean Ivan Lamb near Naco in 1913. 
The period also saw the first manifestations of national insignia on 
Federal aircraft 

The second phase of the Revolution may be said to have started 
in 1917-1918, when the victorious Carranza forces attempted to 
consolidate power — only to be met by armed resistance almost at once 
This phase saw the gradual replacement of the pioneering aircraft of the 
first phase, which had stood up remarkably well to the rigors of field 
use, by purpose-built, imported aircraft, and indigenously designed and 
fabricated aircraft turned out by the Tallares Nacionales de Construccidnes 
Aeronduticas (TNCA), 

The TNCA aircraft are unique in aviation history in that they were 
the first production aircraft designed, built and fielded for combat use in 
Latin America, and were a direct response to Mexico’ desire to become 
self-sufficient in the supply of aerial weapons of war. Consisting of 
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several significant Serie, they were organized into tactical units and, with 
a slowly growing number of indigenously trained crews, soon brought 
themselves to bear against various insurgent elements throughout the 
countty 

The other principal development of the second phase was the 
acquisition by the Mexican Federal forces of 13 French-built Farman 
F 50 twin-engine heavy bombers in 1920, the first such aircraft acquired, 
operated, and used operationally in Latin America. It is a credit to the 
crews that they were able to assemble and make operational such 
comparatively large aircraft in such short order, especially in view of 
the quite small and modestly powered aircraft they had experienced 
before 

The third phase of aviation’s involvement in the Revolution was one 
of the longest and most difficult to follow, lasting from the early 1920s 
through 1924. During this period, the start that the Federal forces had 
made in establishing the framework of a permanent service began to 
bear fruit, and acceptance by the more conventional ground and naval 
based primarily on their modest but highly visible involvement 
in the first and second phases was grudgingly realized. By this time, the 
INCA series of aircraft had been all but worn out by field operations. 
and production had switched to a non-authorized copy of the Avro 504K 
known locally as the Anahuac, which quickly became numerically the 
‘most significant aircraft in the Mex These were augmented 
by more capable, U.S. built variants of the First World War vintage 
de Havilland D.H.4, as well as small numbers of other exotic aircraft, 
including Ansaldo SVA variants, as well as various French and even one 
or two German aircraft designs. 

Another phase, which may be regarded as the fourth, commenced 
in 1926 and 1927, when the long-suffering Yaqui Indians in Sonora 
State once again took up arms against the Central Government, followed 
almost immediately by the so-called Cristeras movement. This phase 
saw yet more new equipment introduced into the Mexican Federal 


force: 


an arsen: 
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ABOVE: Los cinco Mexicanos, the 
fist five Mexicans tobe tained 
specially as military vitor, 
atthe Mosant School on Long 
Island, New York From lft to, 
right, they were Albert Salinas 
(Carranza, Gustavo Salinas Cami, 
Juan Pablo Aldasoro Suse, 
Horacio Ruiz Gaviio and Eduardo 
‘Aldasoro Suarez. The Mosant-bult 
BlérotX behind them is similar 
tothe machines with which they 
returned to Mexico, Alfie became 
prominent inthe events ofthe 
Revolution. Fencso Obregon Gti) 


arsenal to deal specifically with the needs of internal policing, and these 
included Douglas O-2C and British-built Bristol F2B Fighters, some of 
the last examples built, as well as two little-known Bristol Boathounds, 
as well as minor types. 

By 1927, aircraft as weapons of war had come a long way since 
the hand-held grenades and pipe bombs lobbed by the pioneers of 
1911. The Government was once again experimenting with indigenous 
designs, a few of which reached small-scale production but achieved 
only limited tactical success, leading to the Federal Government once 
again going to foreign sources for capable aircraft. Shortly therealter, 
in 1928 and 1929, the so-called Rebelion Escobarista erupted and, once 
again, both Federal and insurrectionist elements made use of aircraft 
that operated over much of the northern regions of the country. 

The introduction of state-of-the-art Vought O2U-2M Corsairs and 
additional, modernized Douglas O-2M reconnaissance bombers, into 
the Federal forces, with license-built variants of the O2U to follow, 
finally standardized the established air force on two capable types. 
Meanwhile, the Escobar forces introduced the most bizarre array of 
aircraft imaginable to support its efforts, and these are detailed in the 
on-line text for the first time 

The final phase of the Revolution included the Cedillo Rebellion in 
1938 and 1939. By this time, the Mexican Federal air arm was very well 
established in dual regimental strength and, besides operating significant 
numbers of Vought and Azcérate-built variants of the Corsair, surviving 
Douglas O-2Ms and a hodge-podge of lesser types, had also acquired 
examples of the last ofthe great Vought biplane series, the V-99M Corsair: 
These were pitted in a short, bitter, campaign, against an extraordinary 
collection of aircraft brought together by the ambitious Cedillo, but 
which saw rather less involvement than he might have wished. It also 
saw the first introduction of the use of camouflage to Mexican tactical 
aircraft, and close coordination with land forces, hammered out as the 
result of the long campaigns of the previous phases of the revolution. 


LEFT: Juan Guillermo Villasaia, 2 
name that figured prominently 

in Mexican military aeronautics 
between 1913 and 1918. He was 
the irstbombardier"in Mexico, 
and later became director ofthe 
EMA (Escuela de Aviacin Milita), 
is contributions to aviation during 
‘the revolutionary period are the 
“stuffoflegend” 

(hg. lose Vile) 


LEFT: One of two Moisant-built 
Berit X copies, a single seater 
witha SOhp engine, flown by John 
Worden and Francisco Alvarez for 
the Huerta forces against Orozco in 
Chihuahua in 1911. 

These were the fist aviators to 
actually take part in warfare inthe 
Wester Hemisphere 

(ing Jose ile) 
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LEFT: One ofthe most famous 
aircraft in both Mexican and world 
aviation history, the Martin Model 
1912 Pusher named Sonora. Att, 
its ist combat pilot, Didier Masson 
and, on the undercarriage horizontal 
«oss member just behind the feet 
ofthe man onthe right, the crude 
bomb racks, fashioned to carryout 
aerial bombing attacks on Federal 
Warship at Guaymas in May 1913 
(Albert each vie Greg Whipple) 


BELOW: The former Buen Tono 
Blévot Xl acquired for use by the 
Escuadila Aérea dela Miia 
‘una del EjcitoFederal in 
1913, Radically under-powered 
for conditions at Mexico City, 
Federal aviator Miguel Lebria was 
apparently finally able to gett 
airborne. (va Santiago Flores uz) 


The Martin Model 1912 LEFT: One ofthe durable Moisant 
Sonora enjoyed a rather Miltary Monoplanes being flown for 
= than might be expected the Carranza forces by W Leonard 
withthe Carranza foes Bonney. These are the ist aircraft 
much ater ints believe to have employed markings 
20 ojoum, probably after one of any kind in Latin American air 
cashes, reconfigured with warfare. They arid the name 
-es-style forward elevator, the ofthe fore, Divisin dl Norte in 


tcl fin having been ahal-cle script onthe rudder. 
ase ie (evil Age, lnuary 3, 1916 via 
Santiago ores) 
= One ofthe Moisant Military 


(also known as Moisant 
itary Monoplanes) 
the Constituconaista 
4. true hybrid, the 
ployed features of 
me Saulnir influence with 
sor syle undercarriage 
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RIGHT: single advanced Wright 
‘Model HS was amongst a group 
‘of miscellaneous Wright designs 
acquired by the Pancho Via forces 
in Mexico commencing late 1914 
Often reported in eroras Wright 
Model Us, a 1916 design, the Model 
HS did see limited action. 

(via Wes Smith) 


BELOW: A copy of an teegram 
that 1S. Berger sent to an early 

US. aviatornamed Day on Api 10, 
1915, asking him to sign ontofly 
urs aircraft in Mexico 

forthe Vila forces. 

(via Wes Sith) 
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AIGHT: Probably the most modem 
aircraft to see service in Mexico 
during the early revolutionary 
petod, the frst Martin Model TT 
tractor biplane was delivered new 
tothe Villa force in June 1915 by 
Wiliam A. “Sailor Lamkey and 
hismechanic. 

(Author Cleon) 


LEFT Atleast one of the Moisant 
; Miltary Monoplanes survived the 
firstround of revolutionary action 
in Mexico to gain the country’ first 
true national markings. The aircraft 
appears to have hada name or 
umber on the fuselage, and some 
additional markings on the rudder 
(in. Jose Vile 


ABOVE: Thsis almost certainly the biplane bul ftom the remains ofthe Moisant Military Monoplane No3 at 
Puebla in 1915 by Francisco Santarn. hasbeen variously described asthe Bipano Santarnor the Biplano 
Militar No.1. Note the characteristic Blriot style undercarriage, useage, and engine cow Ths served as 
essentially the prototype forthe indigenous TN.CA. Serie A biplane seis that flowed in 1917-1918. 

(va ng Jose lel) 


VE: Often described ineroras 
A-alike Curtiss Model D, US, 
‘of fortune Philip Rader 
cimbing and reconnaissance 
forthe revolutionary 

of Maytorena near Naco 
rember 1914 with this 
sofferson pusher biplane 


aia Conejo) 


The duo of Francisco 
rin and Juan Guillermo 
fa were seemingly 

mywherein early Mexican 

=n. Here, illasaniain shop 
5 poses with one ofthe long 
2c proplles. These were 
y designed and fabricated 
high-altitude Mexican 

ons, for mounting on the 

nous Aztat engines. 

villa) 
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ABOVE: Photos ofthe litl-nown Kirkham Biplane are rar 

Here, a head-on-view of one ofthe pushers revels rather small, compact 
machine, one of which apparently reached Mexico during the intial 
revolutionary period. (Ail Age, 11) 


‘ABOVE: Although the approximately 80hp indigenous Aztat engine was credited to the Mexican engineer, Francisco 
Santarn, sen here, he had worked with the Anzai engine fim previously, and undoubtedly incorporated features of 
that manufacturer. (vi ng. os Vile). 


ays 


i. 


ABOVE:Te fuselage ofthis TN.CA. Serie A, serial numbers shown undergoing field maintenance wth one ofthe 
specially equipped ral cars. The ral cris stil marked with the insignia ofthe Division del Note emblem on its door, 
and was used to support a number of early Mexican aviation units while on deployment. This aitaft appears tobe 
fitted witha 150hp Hispano-Suiza engine vie Santiago lores) 
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ABOVE, RIGHT, ABOVE RIGHT 
Three views ofA. Sere A 
37-A-52, equipped with a 150hp 
Hispano-Suiza engine. The only 
«concession to national markings 
appears to have been the tr-clors 
‘ofthe republic on the ailerons. 

Note on the eftside the indian 
chiet"image onthe rudder, and the 
full sera isscrpted atthe bas of 
the vertical in The edges ofthe 
fuselage, rudder and elevators also 
appear tohave been painted. The 
arrangement ofthe bomb racks, 
vertically, forsicafthelocaly made 
‘weapons is noteworthy. 

National Archives) 


‘ABOVE: The production 1.CA. Serie A biplanes were joined in operations in the field with Mexican forces in March 1919 forthe fst time by the new Sere H parasol monoplanes. 
Here, 12-H-67 displays the rather fall construction ofthese aircraft, also powered by the 8Ohp Aztatl engine, but now wearing tricolor rudder stipes and the shield” style national insignia under each 
‘outer wing in rather smal scale (ng. Jose lel) 
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LEFT: Very possibly the oldest 
indigenously bul airraft 
surviving in atin Ameria, heres 
INGA. Serle H 12-1-67 once again, 
preserved as of 1980 atthe Palacio 
de as Deportes in Mexico City The 
«olor scheme is belleved to 

be accurate 

(Santiago ores ue) 


LEFT: Operating conditions inthe 
field n Mexico resuted infrequent 
accidents and this TN.CA. Serie A 
was no exception, it bears seldom 
seen variation ofthe shield-style 
rational insignia, 

(Author Cleton) 


VE-One ofthe fst Mexican RIGHT A1917Vllasaia design of 
sce aircraft to bear the now theT.N.CA. for an 80hpscout”type, 
artriangular national insignia, the socalled Microplan. twas the 
se isTN.CA Serie H 124-67, fistsuchairraft designed and bult 


an ofthe revolution ast ‘exclusively in Latin America thad 
eared in 1920. anal-stel tube structure and was 
Davila Coma) corded 1-C-31, but tid not gointo 
even limited production, 
(va ng, Jose Vile), 


*20VE: A survivor ofthe fist phase ofthe Mexican revolution, one of the Molsant Military Monoplanes, poses between two earl indigenously designed and buit aircraft sometime before 1920. On the 
= stherare TN.CA, Sere B parasol and, onthe extreme right, the rare Chrstofferson Tractor. (va na Jose 
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LEFT The Mexican Farman F50s ABOVE: By 1920, the Mexican 
soon came to represent the power authorities realized that the rather 
‘ofthe Cental Government. During frail and under-powered aircraft 
‘the course of ther service, they being produced by the TN.CA. 
‘wore variety of color schemes. ‘would need tobe supplemented 
This example is seen arriving at by more capable foreign designs. 
Guadalajara Jaliso in April 1923. One ofthe first tobe procured, 
(via Santiago Flores) representing a quantum leap for 


Mexican aircrews, were atleast 13 
large Farman F508n2s rom France, 
‘hich started atving in May 1920. 
(National chives vi Santiago Fores) 


LEFT: None other than General ABOVE: Serialed 9-93, this Farman 
‘Avaro Obregén himself center, __-FSOsawactive service based at 
poses with Capt’ Ascension Santana lrapuat in 1924 during the dela 
and Rafael Ponce de Leon beside _Huertista period ofthe Revolution 
‘oneof the prized Farman S0sat___TwoDe Havilland D.H.4Bs can be 
Irapuato in 1924 durin the actions seen the background. 

against the Huerta insurgency. (va Samago Fores) 

(via Santiago Flores) 
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LEFT: Amongst the frst foeign arraft acquired by Metco during 1920-21 
\were four examples ofthe lite-known Brown Special, including 38-A-135. 
shown here. Powered by 120hpHall-Scott engines, they were often 
mistakenly identified as Curtis N-4s, but were a much smaller design oveal 


Two of them gave good service well into 1929, (ia Ing. ose Villa) 


BELOW: Two ofthe surviving Brown Specials were rebuilt locally after a hangar 
fire, and operated as trainers fora considerable time known only by indvidval 
rams. Ths one, shown cic 1923, was named" Nenett"in script on either 
side ofthe fuselage, and appears to have hada highly polished radiator 
frame. (oh 1923 a Santiago Fore 


FE: Alocal derivative ofthe 
devo S04 with a redesigned and 
—engthened undercarriage the Avo 
ac setes gave very good service 
rough the 1920s and examples 
often armed and used in combat. 


AD 2 . 


er aera ever acquired for use 
+ Mesic, single Ansaldo A. Balla, 
1-0-79 served briefly between 
out 1920 and 1923, (oil via 


Ansaldo SVA 10, coded ‘2-D-80' 


The acqustion of European combat aircraft enabled the Mexican 

to organize ts fst Escuadon de Caza by May 1, 1923, The pilots ofthis 
sanitation ate seen here posed before the nse ofthe solitary Ansaldo A.1 ABOVE: Along with the single-seat A.1 Balla, Mexico also acquired one Ansa .V.A.10two-place combat aircraft, 
Sila, 10-79, (olivia Santiago oes coded 20-80 (itt 
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AIGHT:The first purchase of, 
state-of-the-art taining airaft 
by Mexico came inthe form often 
Morane-Saulnier MS.35E-P-2sin 
August 1921, this one is coded 31- 
AL123, Some ofthese aircraft were 
armed and saw action during the 
revolutionary period. 

(vang Jose ill), 


a? 


AGH Although published and 
identified asa Curtiss N-4, ths 
fully-marked Mexican sevice 
aircrafts in fact one ofthe similar, 
but itle-known Brown Specials, 
«coded 1-C-73. Note the equal span 
ings, shape ofthe elevators, and 
such longer vertical i, 

(va Hector Davila Cornejo}, 


LEFT One ofthe first ofthe ten M.S.356.P-2s acquired in August 1921, 
'8-A-100 shows the manner in which Mexican airraft were being marked at 
‘this juncture, with the large numeral’ under the port wing and repeated on 
the upper ight wing, inboard ofthe national insignia. The number'100"was 
carted in smaller numerals onthe rudder. 

(va Hector Daa Come) 


BELOW: Seldom illustrated and sting between a genuine Avro SO4K on the 
right (13-A-105) and De Havilland D.H48 onthe lf, is one ofthe five osx. 
Lincoln-Standard biplanes acquired by Mexico during the ealy 1920s. These 
aircraft apparently only cried simple serials, “1"to"S outside the scheme 
then in use, although the di have standard national insignia and rudder 
stripes (va Hector Dail Com 


uh 


BREE & eCiciawo Be: 
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LEFT: One ofa few known images 
ofa genuine Mexican Army Curtiss 
N-4D Jenny, with the name“Ialisco 
‘emblazoned along the length ofthe 
fuselage with some unidentified at 
‘work on the rudder. The ear cockpit 
«oaming appears to have been 
modified 

(ang Jose Villa), 


‘The ultimate expression ofthe much earlier 
TINCA. Serie came with the adoption of 
at east five ofthese aircraft with 230hp 
Salmon engines, including the first such 
conversion, 1-8-72, around November 
1920, under the guidance ofengineer Argel 
Lascurain. itis often cited asthe Lascurain 
Salmson“A’ type (noe the distinctive rear 
fuselage and empennage) 

(Giang. Jose Villa) 


ABOVE Although Mexico purchased foreign aircraft after the shortcomings of 
her indigenous designs of 1917-1920 became evident, her engineers learned 
from the experience and produced designs suchas the TN.CA /Lascurain Puro 
witha large Salmsonraal engine imported from France. At east five were 
built including 3-B-89 seen here. The rather unusual shape tothe in and 
rudder, ae noteworthy, asi the synchronized forward ring fixed gun and 
rear gunner circular cockpit. (va na, 


Finally with the end of the US embargo in January 1924, 
Mexico was quick to seek and acquire around 19 De 
aviland D#.48 reconnaissance bombers direct from 
LS. Army stocks. Rushed to the scene of revolutionary 
Shimishes as soon sthey artived, they gid not enjoy 
‘he luxury of contemporary Mexican markings, and 
‘were operated forsome time in vey crude condition. 
2 ing. Joe Vile) 


ABOVE: Eventually, the Mexican D.H.4Bs acquired national markings, rudder 
stripes and simple serials, Here, at Balbuena Field near Mexico City, parked 
before hangars“1"to"6 the fist three named after martyrs ofthe air sevice, 
ae serials"2"and"19" 

(ia San 


= Seldom illustrated “in the 
‘this Metcan D.H AB operating 
rough field near Irapuato 


1924, shows no evidence 
ral markings or serials 
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LEFT: Somewhat later on, DAB 
serial number*10"had been 
refurbished and painted in fll 
national markings this photo inthe 
field was probably taken cca 1926. 
(va De. Gary Kun) 


ABOVE: Uniforms were rather non-standard“ the field” during the 
revolutionary period in Mexico! Inthe center, under this D.M48s prop hub, is 
Coronel Ralph O'Neil, commander ofthe Mexican ir forces during much of 
the early 1920s, He was credited with modernizing and effectively training 
the force (via Manvel Rui Roret) 


ABOVE: Apparently originally 
imported as a demonstrator the 
Mexican air service acquire this 
solitary Hanvot thought to have 
been an HD-19, cca 1925. tis, 
belived to have been used asa 
trainer only. 


(via ing. ose Villa) 


ABOVE The fourth phase ofthe 
seemingly neverending turmai 

in Mexico continued into 1926 and 
beyond, The Governor ofthe Distrito 
Norte de Baja California took the 
rather unusual step of ordering four 
new Douglas 0-2C reconnaissance 
bomber in October, ostensibly for 
“state police work though possibly 
as.a hedge against further US. 
sanctions. Seldom illustrated the 
aircraft eventually reached Mexico, 
where they were initially painted 
with arg names on their fuselage, 
in addition tothe standard Mexican 
national insignia. ings ill). 


LEFT: Named Pima thisis one of 
the fou Baja California Douglas 
(0-2Cs arivingratheringlorously 
atthe main Mexican Army shops at 
Batbuena, (i Hector Davila Como) 
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‘ABOVE: A Boarhound Il being started the hard way' va Santiago Flores) 


LEFT The Mexican purchasing commission sent to England aso acquired two 
‘exotic Brito Type 938 Boarhound Is They saw service during the Escobar 
revolution of 1928, assigned to each ofthe Commanders ofthe 1° and 2° 
Regjimients. Not that Bristol also painted the national insignia incorrectly 
‘on the lower wings ofthese aircraft as well as onthe Bristol 28s! 

(Cones FotaviaSantago Fes) 


OVE: Mexico once again tured to Europe for new combat types when the 
nintroduced sanctions. A purchasing commission visited England 
quired atleast 10 Bristol 28 Fighters (cn 7222 to 7231) in March 
Sometimes known asthe MkI/I type. In theirhast to take delivery, 
‘anufacturer painted the national insignia on atleast the lower wing 
sin reverse va Dr. Gary Kn) 


‘ABOVE: One TN.CA,Azcirate 

+1, often incorrectly identified as 
the larger O-E-1, was ited with 
‘win Edo flats for posible naval 
applications. Serial” proved 
‘underpowered inservice 

(Herbert Photos) 


With the type name on 
Se vertical fn above the word 
Petotip, the frst INA, Azcérate 
was used by FAM plot 
ode Leon to make a number 
#ong-distance, show-the-fag 
P's, touching down in every state 
o Mexico in 1928, Note the crests 
peed on the fuselage forthe 

es visited, (va MB. Pasingham) 


‘964 First flown in July 1928, the 
type TNA, Azcrate O-E-1 
2rather angular sesquiplane 
eto full Mexican combat 
aft requirements in the midst of 
olutionary period. The aircraft 
< very dificult to contol and 
sources agree that only four 
ere completed, (i Saniag 
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‘ABOVE: Juan F, Azciratefllowed the largely unsuccessful O-E-1 witha 
scaled-down trainer version known asthe E-. Alleged to posses light 
handing and good combat potential, the aircraft was colloquially known 
asthe aviones bancos’.Ten were built between September and December 
1928 forthe FAM, They featured a variety of engines, the last being Wright 
4-65 shown here. 


ABOVE: The fst ofthe Vought 02U-2 Cosas acquired by Mexico ona rush 
basisin early 1929, sometimes cited as O2U-2Ms, This image has been printed 
this way several times before, and has led a number of observers to believe 
that the fxed-ring 30 caliber gun in the upper wing was onthe port side. 
Infact thisimage is reversed Not the lst three letters ofthe maker’ name 
‘VOUGHT in reverse onthe fin. Adltonaly note the combination telescopic 
and ing-and-bead gun sight. Bomb racks and machine guns were installed at 
the factory by Vought. 


Technologies) 


ABOVE: One ofthe 12 Vought 02U-2M Corsair drawn hastily from the production linen early 1929, numbered’ after 
completion of full FM markings Noe the set of A3 bomb racks under each lower ring and the Scarring inthe rear 
Cockpit. Additionally note the position of the fxed-rng 30 caliber. machine un in the upper starboard wing panel 


(David Ostowsti Cleon) 


‘ABOVE: None other than Genera Plutarco Elias alles (wearing fying helmet 
and goggles) and Coronel (PA) Pablo L Sida (adjusting the Generals 
helmet) prepare fra fight none of the Vought 02U-2M Corsair to 
reconnoiter elements ofthe Escobar revolutionaries early in the ith pevodof 
the Mexican Revolution (va Santa Flo) 


ABOVE: Fine study of one ofthe 
12Vought-suppied 02U-2M 
Corsair, showing the unique FAM 
seral number stein use during 
the Escobar revolutionary period 
.0f 1928-1929 (via Stephen Hudek 


Vought 02U-2M Corsair,'11; Fuerza Aérea Mexicana, Mexico, 
Escobar revolutionary period, 1928-29 
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LEFT, BELOW LEFT: Two views of 
four ofthe Waco Model 10-1/220 
Taperwings acquired hasty by 
the Mexican Government early 
inthe Escobar Revol, Note that 
all four bear completely ferent 
color schemes Ther‘amament’ 
inthe fed reportedly consisted of 
Thompson 45 caliber sub machine 
guns, hand-held by the observer, 
and bags of hand grenades! 

(via Charles. ras) 


VE: One ofthe few US. 
facture that was able to 
pond with almost immediate 
very on Semi-prepared “combat” 
raft at the height ofthe Escobar 
clt was Waco. These four Model 
7s, also cted in some Waco 

cuments 35°20 Taperwings” 

re nearly identical to those 

to Brazil Their armament is 
-sknown and, to date, nota single 
«ple of one in full FAM markings 
surfaced A delivery, each ofthe 
secrafthad a completely diferent 

il color scheme! (Aero Digest) 


WE One ofthe more elegant 
sft to serve the Mexican 
Government during the Escobar 
eral the Cessna CW, named 
agdita in FAM servic, eventually 
the registration Y-BACK. It 
essentially commandeered on 
March 11th. 

cet olecton) 


PUGHT: Frequently misidentified as, ABOVE: Virally any aircraft the 

ne ofthe Stinson SM-18 Detroiters Mexican Government coud ays 
ropriated by the Government hands on became a‘military’ type. 
used during the 1929 Escobar Here, certainly one of the few -if 
ot. This aircraft was in facta notte onl example ofa Buh CA-6 
vel Ai Model 6000, formerly US. Airsedan, bears fll FAM insignia, 
vilregjstration C-8013 (msn 814) but seria, during the 1929 

1929 campaigns were marked emergency. 
bythe use ofan extraordinary (a Hector Davila Come) 
of aircraft that happened 
nthe scene. 

ng. Jose Villa) 
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FIGHT: Following on the generally 
favorable impression made bya 
batch of Douglas 0-2¢s acquired 
earlier, Mexico placed a substantial 
order, spurred by the Escobar Revolt, 
for 15 updated variants known as 
0-2Ms and 0-2M-2s with S25hp 
Pratt &Whitney engines, Serial 13 
later gained prominence while 

used as a mount fora numberof 
long-distance fights. 

(va Stephen HudekCllecton) 


‘ABOVE: Believed tobe one ofthe three Douglas O-2M-2s with an annular 
installed the 15 aircraft ofthis basic type were amongst the largest aircraft 
tosee action during the Escobar revolt of 1929, The 0-2M-25, apparently 
incorporated changes suggested asa result ofthe Escobar Revolt, but dd not 
rive until aftr the action was over. 


LEFT: In this view at a remote 
‘operating base a Uruapan, 
Michoacan, one of seve Stinson 
‘SM-1Bs impressed into FAM service 
from the COP Meet early inthe 
revolution of 1928-1929. The outer 
lower wing panels appear to have 
been painted a bright colo, with the 
‘national nsignia ove ad on top. 


BELOW: Yet another exoticaircraft to 
enter service withthe Escobar rebels 
was Waterhouse Cruzai, msn 1, 
formerly US. Identified Aircraft 
#1724. ltentered Mexico sometime 
after March 24,1929. The design has 
obvious Ryan/Mahoney influences 
(R&A. Photo) 


LEFE The Escobarita rebels 
operated a numberof diverse 
aircraft during the revolt as wel, 
including this Curtiss OX-5 powered 
American Eagle A-1 formerly US. 
civil 7490 (msn 302), with the 
distinctive American Eagle ogo 
still emblazoned onthe rudder! 


nel Douglas via Hay Gan) 


LEFT:Nery rare 1929 photo ofthe 
Escobar American Eagle A-1 anda 
Thunderbird W-14 on riroad fat 
ais just before casing from Mexico 
into Paso for repairs 
(brary of ong 
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ABOVE: Pleased withthe performance tured out bythe Vought 02U-2M 
Corsairs during the 1929 Escobar Rebelion, the Mexican Government 
arranged to license-buld the type in Mexico with the Fibrica Juan F,Azcdrate. 
After considerable trials and tribulation, the first such aircraft, appropriately 
rnamedS de Mayo serial"1*was delivered in May 1931 


ABOVE: Subsequent follow-on batches of Azcdrate Corsarios followed forthe FAM, and serial mumber“32"is shown, 
with special ed chevrons on the upper main plane, and broad bands flowing aft from the gunners cckpit 
Eniqu' 


‘via Saniag Flores) 


‘ABOVE: For reasons that ae not 
lear, may documents identify the 
bulk ofthe Mexican lcense-built 
Corsariosby aS. Navy designation 
=020-4A. They were structurally 
very similar Serial number”40" 
shown here continues to display 
the characteristic FAM numeral style 
ofthe 193. 


via Stephen Hudel 


Azcérate 02U-2M Corsario, 32, 
Fuerza Aérea Mexicana, 
Escobar Rebellion, 1929 


HEHE 
HEN 


Azcarate 02U-2M Corsario, 5 de Mayo, serial‘, Mexico, May 1931 


BOVE: Believed to bea post-May 1931 lineup of nine ofthe fist 10 Azcrate-built Cosaros, the nearest aitraft, serial number"2" appears to have two fied fring 30 caliber un mounts in the mid 
upper wing, the port gun barrel showing prominent), Essentially similar tothe 02U-2Ms acquired from Vought, a numberof modifications were incorporated later. a Saigo Foes) 
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ABOVE: The 02U-2Ms and Mexcan-bult Corsarios gave excellent service and 
‘were almost an idea aircraft forthe Mexican operating conditions. Serial 
‘number"52"sits next ta Lend-Lease North American AT-6B in a hangar at 
Batbuera in 1942 (va ng Ervque Vac via Santiago Flas 


ABOVE: Azcdrate-bullt Crsaios 
were easily identifiable by two 
‘means Fst the distinctive logo 

of the builder on the vertical fin 
and the individual aircraft serials 
Anything above number"12"was 
Mecan-built Some aircraft were 
fitted with Townend Rings in Mexico 
‘nanefforttoimprove performance 
and cooling, Serial number"60"has 
a windscreen forthe gunner ofthe 
typeoften seen on US, Navy 02U-4s. 


ABOVE: Ody the exact numberof Corsaros built under license in Mexico ABOVE: Neverillustrated before, at least one Corsaro was fitted with a 
{sopen ta debate. Serials reached at least“65, but this series is muddied ‘canopy, possibly appropriated from Mexico single Stearman Model 81 
by the introduction of much ater Vought V.99Ms inthe midst ofthe licence (va De Miguel Nau 
production Serial number“63" bears fuselage bands ofan unknown color, 
‘much farther aft than on other similar examples. 

feasco va Sant 


Azcérate 02U-2M Corsario, 


Azcarate 02U-2M Corsario,’45° 


The successor tothe Azcérate 
esquiplane trainers, but judged 
‘ost Mexican pilots a5 not being 
00d, were seven Kreider-Reisner 
3, Acquted in earl June 
coded 1Et07E, they were 
25 multi-purpose ara 


Pe Wright 6-5 powered trainers 
eto total nearly 70 aircraft but 
<id not eventuate 
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LEFT:The delays in delivery of 
the Mexican lcense-bilt Vought 
(02U-4As ed the FAM to acquire 

a numberof exotic aircraft inthe 
carly 1930s or evaluation inthe 
event that Azcrate was unable 

to complete the job. One was a 
‘Stearman Model 81, complete with 
canopy cover over the two cew 
postions. t was apparently capable 
of carrying armament, but the exact 
arrangement remains unclear. 

via nose Vile). 


LEFT Often mis-dentfed as 
rider-Relsner, the FAM also 
acquired atleast to rare Royal Bid 
Btraiersin Api 1930 with Knner 
-Sengines. This example appears, 
‘tohave the insignia ofthe EAM on 
the fuselage, but no serial. In many 
FAM strenat reports, they were 
listed only as"Royals 

(ang Jose Villa) 


FIGHT: Another mult purpose 
aircraft acquired between November 
1931 and 1933 were atleast 12 
Spartan (3-120s There issome 
evidence that some may have seen 
actions light reconnalssance- 
bombers In. loseill). 


This exceptionally rare photograph ofan FAM Spartan (3-120, C-4-A, 
canbe dated from the other rate aircraft inthe background -the hulk 
of XA-B0G, a Stinson Model U minus al three engines, the frst new 
examples of which didnot appear unt 1932. The Spartan, acquired 
in 1933, isunusalin having a Donald Duck caricature deploying a 
parachute onthe fuselage va Dave Ostrow 
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ABOVE: Evolution of FAM training and support aircraft inthe casing years of 
the revolutionary period continued wit the acquisition of ix Flet (Canada) 
-10-32Dsin September 1936 coded E-1 to €-6. These craft have been 
frequently mis-dentified franc" Dean 


ABOVE: The fina, pre-Lend-Lease 
training aircraft acquired by 

the FAM, and the frst modem 
‘monoplanes, were sx Ryan STA 
Special delivered in anuary 1938. 
(Often quoted in eror as STMs, they 
were coded"1"to6' but didnot 
have armament capability 

(a Sana 


ABOVE: Acquired forthe Comisién 
Nacional de rigaciénin 1936 as 
CNT, single Fairchild (Canada) 
Mode! 828, msn 45, was apparently 
impressed ito FAM service for 

duty during the inal phase of 
revolutionary activity, the Cedlista 
Rebelion. (vam Faker) 


LEFT:The penultimate combat 
aircraft type acquired during the ast 
phase ofthe Mexican Revolution 
were 10 Consolidated Model 21-M 
multi-purpose aircraft, coded 22 
1031. These replaced the ancent 
Bristol £2Bs ofthe 3° Escuadron of 
the 1? Regiment by January 1937, 
butproved most disappointing in 
service. Note the rear gun, flare 
chutes onthe lower fuselage and 
the engine cowl on serial number 
"31" the last example 


BELOW. Certainly the most modem 
aircraft operated on behalf ofthe 
FAM during the final phase ofthe 
revolution was single Lockheed 
12-4, msn. 1239, delivered in 
January 1938. twas marked as 
X8-ABW and named Presidente 


Carranza. (via liam Hanes) 
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ASOVE:One ofthe ist things togo RIGHT: The last Vought Corsair 
«the Consolidated Model 21-Msin biplane production line models were 
service were the tight-fiting engine V-99-Ms for Mexico, one ofthe ist 
owls, asthe engines tended to __posesat the factory in December 
verheati the field. Note the A-3. 1937, These were the primary 
smb racks under the lower wing, combat mounts ofthe FAM during 
Jill) the Cedilo Rebellion. (ough) 


J] ABOVE: Lineup ofall 10 Mexican 
Vought ¥.99-Msjus before 

"thelr delivery ight, For easons 
unknown, the atcrat received serial 
‘numbers drawn from amongst those 
assigned to Meican-ultO2U4AS. 
They had 3 bomb racks under each 
lower wing, 

(ough) 


‘20VE: Taken inthe field during the Ceillo Rebellion, these are almost certainly the ve aircraft that saw action, Visible ate serial numbers 44 (nearest), 3234 
od 35, with two-color bands around the rear fuselage of each alrcraft (ia Ing, ose Villa) 


Vought V-99-M Corsair, 44, Cedillo Rebellion 
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ABOVE: Photographs ofthe rather cosmopolitan assortment of atcraft 
acquired and operated on behalf ofthe insurgent Cedi are exceptionally 
‘are, but this Howard DGA-8, subsequently incorporated into the FAM as. 
rial "69" was ether msn 82 or 83, These had been spirited into Mexico in 
September 1937 and served as ight bombers in Cedi service. 


FIGHT: The FAM mixed unit that operated inthe field against Cedi i known 

v been supported by a Stinson craft known only by its quast-cil 
q)tatio, YB-ABB. is believed to have bee this hybrid arf, which 
a unusual paint onthe lower wing panels and an unidentified crest onthe 
starboard door. vs Stephen Hue) 


Vought V-99-M Corsair, ‘38, San Luis Potosi, Cedillo Rebellion 


wT 
e \ yi ver 
ABOVE: Atleast two ofthe Vought V-99-Ms operated in San Luis Potost 4 
against Cedillo are known to have received crude camouflage while in the 
field, including serial number"38" seen here. The colors, unfortunately, are 
‘unknown, but were probably acquired locally - and may infact have been 
made frm ca sol (Casasala va Santiago Fores) 


‘ABOVE: Vought V-99-M seria 
‘number“39" apparently sufered 
damage during the Cdilo 
‘operations with the Escuadrén 
Aéreo Mito, but was ble to return 
tobase, 


LEFT: Another ofthe V-99-Ms which 
received crude fed camouflage, 
apparently including the undersides 
ofthe wings, served as a backdrop 
forthe fight personnel of the 
Escuadién Aéeo Mico that flew 
agains Cedi in 1938 in San Luis 
Potosi (uiary of Congress 


Unrest in Brazi 


The Camphana-do Contestade, 


Aviacdo da Brigada Militar ‘Rio Grande do Sul 


le monumental political and military events were evolving far to 
W he north in Mexico and in Europe, by September 1914, political 
ees were also at work in remote regions of Brazil, Latin America 
nation 
lier, in 1835, the Brazilian province of Parana had been 
1 from territory carved from the traditional and existing Sao Paulo 
nice, but with very poorly defined borders, During the ensuing 
{es, local disputes over the definitions of these boundaries, and 
ons even of loyalty and allegiance to the Brazilian monarchy 
{ and surged through the area 
September 1914, the social and economic forces fueling these 
ing clashes had come to be cited as the Campanha do Contestado 
he Brazilian Federal Army finally found it expedient to employ the 
science of aeronautics to aid ground forces in quelling the regional 
rrectionists, Two Brazilian Army airmen, together with five aircraft 
y Morane-Saulniers of various types and the inevitable Blériot XI — 


made history by becoming the first aviators in mainland South America 
to operate aircraft in a combat environment. More details describing the 
exploits of these airmen, which commenced in 1914, can be found in 
the downloadable main text 

Later, in August 1915, close on the heels of the troubles in Sao 
Paulo, the Braz! 
unit which was planned to support the state para-military force 
known as the Aviagdo Brigadiana. The idea languished, mainly due to 
the continuing World War and the concurrent difficulty in obtaining 
equipment.It was not formally activated, as the Servico de Aviacdo da 
Brigada until May 1923, equipped with two war-surplus Breguet Bre 
1s acquired in Argentina, With these, the organization carried out a 
number of missions in connection with the state para-military force 
to contain various small bandit and rebel groups, Although short- 
lived, this force represented the first use of aircraft in Latin America as 
‘weapons in support of police activities at less than the national level, 


lian state of Rio Grande do Sul created an aviation 


Curtiss HS-2L,'14; Escola de Aviacao Naval, Brazil, July 1922 


xpedient to form their own internal military aviation units, 
he central Government moved more slowly, only creating the 

ar to the present day Brazilian Air Force (Forca Aérea Brasileira) in 
mber 1918, as the Servico de Aviacao Militar 

jowever, the Brazilian Navy had formed an aviation element ahead 
Army — the Escola de Aviacao Naval in August 1916. 


We individual states and provinces within Brazil had found it 


It was Curtiss HS-2L flying boats of the Naval service that became 
not only the first Brazilian national aircraft to see action in Latin America, 
but the first strictly Naval aircraft to do so, Although only a very brief 
affair, the one-day revolt by young officers at the Forte de Copacabana, 
in sympathy with political elements in Brazilian society, was overawed 
by the bombardment of the fort and surrounding area by at le 
Navy HS-2Ls on July 5, 1922 


t two 
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Brazil - Tenente’s: Revolt 


ae |, HINIAINILNY 
TLD) 


he abortive Copacabana revolt of 1922, outlined in Chapter Three, 
Tos the beginning of a period of internal discord within Brazil 

and especially within the ranks of the junior officer corps of the 
Army and its infant air service. 

Centered in Sao Paulo, the loyal elements of the Bra 
reinforced by officers and NCO pilots drawn mainly from the Escola 
de Aviagao Militar (EAM) and in mid-July 1924, using an assortment 
of French aircraft including Breguet 14A-2 reconnaissance bombers, 
Nieuport 24bisE-1 and SPAD-Herbemont S.54Ep-2 trainers, at least 21 
bombing missions were carried out 

The Brazilian Navy aviation organi: 
against the rebels, mounting a number of 
4 pair of Curtiss F-5L flying boats, two smaller Curtiss HS-2Ls and two 
old Curtiss MFs, Their primary contribution was to isolate the rebels 
from reinforcement from surface vessels, 

The 
commandeered aircraft, including at least wo Curtiss Oriole: 


an Army were 


gainst rebel elements 
tion also took part in operations 
econnaissance missions using 


rebels themselves are also known to have employed 
although 


these were used for reconnaissance and leaflet missions for the most part 


Paraguayan Revolution 


Breguet Bre 14, Escola de Aviacao Militar, Brazil, 1924 

French arraft predominated nearly Brazilian Army aviation, and one ofthe mast important 
'ypes was the ubiquitous Bréguet Bre 14. This example, named Anhangs (a Tupy-Guarany word 
meaning"dev 

lasted from 1924-1927, 


Bre 14A2, i typically painted for the period of internal turmoil in Braz that 


but on one mission, home-made bombs were carried as well. Hoping 
for a bold stroke, two rebel airmen even flew one of the Orioles to Rio. 
with a view towards bombing the official residence of the President of 
the Republic, which was successful, if not inflicting much damage. 

Loyal forces bombarded the main rebel positions and forced them 
to take to the interior, where a combination of Army and Navy aircraft 
continued to pursue them well into March 1925, 

Rebel elements, in the meantime, reconstituted themselves, and 
somehow managed to acquire Curtiss JN-4Ds and a locally modified 
Hufl-Daland H.D.5 Petrel, known as the Anhangiiera, but never ending 
problems of logistics, spares, and fuel supply limited their usefulness 

The continuing campaign against the rebels exhausted the Army 
aviation element, when it was in its infancy. By the end, only two aircralt 
were actually airworthy and capable of operations, The campaign was. 
in effect, however, a right of passage for the service, and in January 
192 The main text download 


it was reorganized and rejuvenated, 
discusses this transformation in detail 


aguayan Revolution of 1922 was the culmination of a 
T: mingly never ending series of factional feuds that had been 
continuing in the virtually land-locked nation since 1904 
A less likely venue for the employment of aircraft ~ by both sides, 
including classic air-to-air combat for the first time in Latin America 
— would be difficult to imagine, Paraguay had enjoyed only very brief 
exposure to aeronautics, but powerful factions with adequate funds had 
not missed the lessons of the Great War, and realized that aircraft might 
provide the edge that would lead their cause to victory 
The introduction of aircraft by both the sitting Ayala Government 
and rebel elements was apparently premeditated, and no doubt 
facilitated by the ready availability of fairly capable aircraft and under- 


employed airmen from several nations, in nearby Argentina, 
Ironically, one of the first aircraft to reach Government factions 


was none other than a First World War vinta; 
FK.8, so far as can be ascertained, the only aircr 
operated in Latin America, Flown in during June 1922, the Government 
decided to reinforce this aircraft with at least six more aircraft, all of 
Great War Italian vintage. 


Armstrong Whitworth 
tof this series to ever 


Within weeks, impressed by the Government use of aircraft to some 
effect, the rebel elements likewise recruited veterans of the war from 
Argentina and, by July, were also flying former Italian aircraft 

The main text describes, for the first time, the operational use of 
this amazing collection of aircraft, plus others, and the exertions that 
their crews endured to make them effective against the opposition 
Sporadic aerial engagements and attack missions continued on and aff 
as late as May 1923, 


Hw PARAGUAYAN REVOLUTION *% 47 


Ansaldo SVA-10, ‘1; flu-Guazui (Campo Grande), 
Paraguayan Revolution, 1922 


LEFT: One ofthe first alrrat to reach ABOVE: Another view ofthe only 


Paraguay for use nthe revolution Armstrong- Whitworth EX.8 to reach 
was an obscure First World War Latin America, being unloaded from 
‘Amstrong-Whitworth EK. Seen _ariverboat at Asuncion The rudder 
here being prepared fortransport had been painted white, posi 
tothe basenear Asuncion ithad to obscure its former RFC markings 


already been emblazoned withthe Itapparently had the name "Pres 
name“Pres. Ayala on ts fuselage. Ayala painted on the starboard 
(Museo de Historia Mita via Ant fuselage side only. 

va Antonio Luis Sapienza), 


ABOVE:At least two allan-builtS.AMLL. A.3 (Sometimes given as 51s) biplanes were acquired in Argentina for use by 
the Gubernsta forces in the early days ofthe Paraguayan Revolution of 1922 


VE: Apparently at least one 
nsta Ansaldo SVA-S and a 
4-10 were armed with a single 
<S-clber Thompson sub-machine 
braced to fire forward on the 
«wing, as shown here. The 
gunner has been additionally 
vided witha hand-held version, 
rew consists of gto, Nicola Bo 
4 Sgto. Francisco Cusmanich, Note 
he crude bombs suspended by 
from the rear cockpit. 


LEFT:Former RFC plot Lt. Patrick ABOVE: Both Ansaldo SVA-Ss and SVA-10s aw extensive use during the 1922, 
Hasset, Great Wa veteran flew Paraguayan Revolution, Here, an SVA-10 introduced to loyalist troops atthe 
forthe Guberistas during the 1922 airfield at u-Guazd (Campo Grande) during the height ofthe action 
revolution ands seen here in font de Hora Mita va Antonio Luis Sapienza 

of an Ansaldo SVA-S fighter, 


(Museu de Historia Mitr via Antoni 


LuyeSgninasy) 


LEFT: In 1923, the Gubernist air arm that had served so well during the 1922 
revolution was formalized wit the creation ofthe Escuela de Aviacién Militar 
(EMA) at Nu-Guazd aerodrome. The intial equipment included aircraft et 
‘over atthe end ofthe fighting, both Government-owzned and those seaed 
from the rebels. From lft to right is one ofthe AnsaldoSVA-10 (oded"1"in 
the white portion ofthe hriontalrudde stripes), an SVA-S (oded"2") and 
the fuselage of an AML. A3 (5.1) (Antonio Luis Sapienza Cleon} 


‘BELOW: n May 1927, the Paraguayan EMA received one Morane-Saulnier 
MS.139E p-2and three HanviotH.D-32E.p.-2 trainers. These joined one of 
the sole survivors ofthe 1922 evolution, a single SAL. A3 (6.1), In this 
clasic line-up shortly afte arial. va George von Roltbg) 


Curtiss D-12 Falcon, ‘3; Fuerza Aérea Nacional, 
Chile, 1931-32 


n January 1925, the Chilean military establishment intervened in the 
[re al life of the nation as a result of a combination of economic 
distress, political stalemate and to facilitate change in the existing 
political system. However, an underlying motivation was a general 
sense that the ruling establishment had allowed the military to s 
following the turn of the century, and many Chilean officers felt that 
ational prestige, which had always sought to maintain par with 
the other Latin American power-houses (Brazil, Argentina and Peru) 
was in jeopardy 
The result, by 1927, was a fist in Latin American military history 
and witnessed most of the Chilean Army and its emerging air arm (the 
Fuerza Aérea Nacional, or FAN), pitted against the Chilean Navy, each 
service having adopted opposing views on the events as they unfolded. 


In some instances, Army and Navy units located near one another had 
adopted similar stances, leading to a very confused state of affairs 

To this volatile mix must be added several personalities who had 
reached influential levels on the Chilean political stage, not least of 
which was Marmaduke Grove, 
1925, Indeed, by 1931-32 


Director General de Aeronautica as of 
Grove had risen from Major to Commodore 
and to the leadership ofa so-called Socialist Republic, and his imprint on 
the evolution of Chilean aviation during the same period was profound 
From the mix of some 100 British aircraft of World War vintage, the 
n air arm had transitioned to a mix of Curtiss P-1A and P-1B 
Hawk fighters, Curtiss D-12 Falcon attack and reconnaissance-bombets, 
Vickers Vixen V bombers, Vickers-Wibault Type 121 Scouts and, not 
least, nine Junkers R.42 heavy bombers, the most modern bomber force 


nal 


of Latin America. A host of other aircraft, including Dornier Wal 
onnaissance-bomber flying boats for the Naval cooperation units, 
ded out a vastly improved aviation force 
Unfortunately, while huge strides had been taken in expanding and 
ciernizing the armed forces, in particular the aviation elements, there 
been little in the way of training to prepare crews to operate these 
er machines. In the midst of all of this, personnel and units of the 
N had been engaged in a seemingly endless series of intrigues and 
ng allegiances, which no doubt impacted their readiness. 
Matters reached boiling point in 1931 when General Enrique 
‘0 ascended to power, triggering much more intense confrontations 
ughout the nation, and a nearly complete mutiny within the Navy 
snior officers, petty officers and sailors against their ranking officers. 
September, the Government instructed the leadership of the FAN 
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to move against the commandeered fleet and, as a direct result, for 
the first time, a coordinated attack against major surface vessels was 
organized by airerafi, consisting of nine Curtiss D-12 Falcons, two of 
the Junkers R.42s and, to the astonishment of many, one of the Ford 5. 
ALC Trimotors operated by the quasi-military airline LAN, which was 
engaged as an ad hac heavy bomber. 

Although the attack resulted in few casualties, it proved sobering 
in the extreme to the Naval personnel who were on the receiving end, 
and especially so when they were advised that, if they did not surrender 
forthwith, another attack involving not less then 40 aircraft would be 
mounted the following day! 

See the on-line download text on the publisher’ website for further 
details of this fascinating and little-known episode. 


LEFT: One of the fist truly modern 
aircraft acquied for evaluation by 
Chile was a single Junkers A20, 
two-seat acti arcraft. Marked 
17, iewas received in early 
December 1924 on the eve of 

the internal strife and served 
throughout the intervention period 
(va Lenart Andersson) 


fETomodernize her training RIGHT: Two ofthe ist nine rather 


atthe beginning ofthe ungainly Vickers ype 116 Vien V 
rention period, the Chilean reconnaissance bombers, which 
ey acquired 12 obscure Bristol began toartvein Chile around 


TM, Lucifer multi-purpose 

raft most of which had been 
fvered by July 1926. Here, two 
ILM. seem tohave hada 
unfortunate introduction toa 
shes R42 bomber. 


her Ot) 


January 1926. 
uerzaAétea de Chile) 
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ABOVE: Although bile atthe time as one of the most advanced all metal 
Pursuit types in the world, the 26 Vicker Wibaut Type 121 Scouts acquired 
bythe Chilean Army in 1927 were ficult to land, as evidenced by an all- 
two-commion problem shown hee by No.3. 

(Fuera Ada de Chl) 


Vickers-Wibault Type 121 Scout, 10, 
Fuerza Aérea Nacional, Chile, 1927 


ABOVE: Some Chilean plots said 
that, upon landing ifthe heavy 
etal wings started to tp from 
side-to-side during the roll-out, 
amose-overor ground loop was 
inevitable. Thearraft also sufered 
from lack of rudder authority at 
low speeds, which exacerbated the 
landing problem, 

(fuera Aden de Chil) 


LEFT: Although a sturdy alrraft and 
ableto handle rough feds this 
Chilean Curtis 0-12 Faleon, Na, 
came to ref atthe hands of pilot 
new tothe type. It was repaired, and 
Continued on in service as ate as 
January 1938 (Fuerza Aeea de Chl) 


ABOVE Chile acquired alage 
‘number of De Havilland 

‘.H,60 Moth variants, commencing 
with Crus Moth. Note that his 
example (tothe let), operating 
for the military airmail ine 

LAN, features tr-colorrudder 
stripes, while the Junkers R42, 

3, in the background bears the 
al-blue rudder with  whitestar 
superimposed, andthe national 
insignia on the fuselage in seat the 
time, Furza Aéea de Chie) 
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TOP/ABOVE: Two views of one of the first Rolls-Royce Eagle IX-powered 
Domnler Wa fying boats acquired inal forthe Chilean Navy in 1926, 
(Hei. Nawara and Futaa Me dC) 


ABOVE: Besides the Curtiss 0-12- RIGHT Curtis Falcons were amongst 
powered Hawks, Chile also acquired the aircraft that saw action against 


fleet of Curtiss Fokonsaswell, rebellious Chilean Naval vessels 
‘No.3 displays full period markings during the intervention period, 
gta Rte dee) induding Nod shown hee, 


(Fuerza Area de Chie) 


‘ABOVE: Chie acquied sh Canadian 
built Vickers Vedete Vs in 1929, Na.2 
being shown hereon 13 December 
after an exploration flight by Cate 
Arturo Merino Benitez, in company 
With a Loening/Keystone A Yacht to 
Rio Palena, 


LEFT:The Nava component ofthe 
FueraaAérea Nacional acquired two 
variants ofthe Fairey I, some of 
‘which were routinely catapulted 
{rom Chilean Navy capital ships, 
such asNo3 shown here. 

(th 


Fairey IF 
Chilean Navy, Chile, 1927 


LEFT: The Chilean bate cus 
Almirante Latore, which gued 
prominently asa pawn - anda 
target - during the Naval rebelon 


(Ferra Aéea de Chile) 
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ABOVE/RIGHT: Chile also 

acquired examples ofthe durable 
Ford T-Motor forse by Is internal 
ain LAN, atleast one of which 
was outfitted as a bomber dung 
the intervention 


Nicaraguan Revolution 


‘and the Caribbean region between 1909 and 1933 witnessed a 
gradual awakening to the util 
influence on the course of events, 


T: so-called “era of intervertions” that persisted in Central America 


ity of aircraft as a means of exerting 


Although usually modest, and making use of conventional aireralt 
with mercenary crews as make-shift bombers and light attack aircraft 


the sporadic incidents are noteworthy, In at least one that of 


tance 
itinerant airman Lowell Yerex in Honduras, the sitting caudillo who 
benefited from the intervention of several lightly armed ai 
grateful that he financed the nascent TACA airline as a direct 
international airline that flourished and exists to this day 

In impoverished Nicaragua, the so-called "Second! Intervention” of 
1925-26 by U.S. 1 the establishment of the first truly 
indigenous national military foree, the Guanlia Nacional, which soon 
degenerated into little more than an instrument of the ruling clique 
which eventually led to the alienation of the av 
Through a series of internal political moves, the sitting Chamorro 
regime in power as of August 1926 experienced increasing opposition, 
which escalated into armed conflict, The emergence of the legendary 
rebel leader Augusto César Sandino by mid-1927 led almost directly 
to the introduction of both U.S. Marine Corps aircraft and Nicaraguan 
Government aircraft into the equation. 

The known as the 
hired two U.S. mercenaries and purchased three Swallow aircraft 
(followed by a fourth later) in the U.S. which, although hardly military 
aircraft, were immediately available at a reasonable price. The two 
pilots then set about adapting their tather tired mounts to the task at 


raft was 50 
sult, an 


arines resulte 


¢ citizenry 


Chamorro Government. Conser 


tives, 


hand, using locally-made pipe bombs, hand-held pistols and rifles as 
offensive armament 

Although little-known and of limited 
witnessed the birth of the Nicaraguan Air Force and the principles of 
close-support developed 


ffectiveness, this episode 


U.S, Marine aviators during the campaigns 
there. The on-line download text expands on these in detail 


LEFT: Tuned out in ull uniform, 
Mayors ee Mason sting, and Bl 
Brooks pose beside one ofthe Laird 
Swallow biplanes that were pressed 
into the service ofthe Nicaraguan 
Government agaist insurgent 
forcesin 1927, (ator 


1928 
1935 


Curtiss Cyclone Falcon, Fuerza Aérea Boliviana, 
Villa Montes, Bolivia, 1924-27 


gnored completely by historians of this, the first conventional 


T (ion aspects of the Chaco War have olten been minimized or 
sing modern weapons between two nation states in Latin 
the 20th Century 

is true that the numbers of aircraft engaged by both of the 
was never large, 
efforts to expand their aviation elements throughout the 

at were stymied in doing so by a combination of embargoes 
ations, shipping challenges owing to the distances and 
ature of the combatants, and training of crews to man any 


equired. 


is equally true that both made repeated 


1 clearly hoped to capitalize on the use of the airplane as a 
weapon, and invested heavily in equipping her service with the best 
vailable, which were to have eventually included Curtiss- 
ght Condor strategic bombers. Paraguay, for her part, fought the 
r nth craft she had at the outset, with but 
ns during the course of the conilict. Interestingly, it turned 


the same 


1} to be a contest between the best of U.S, and European built and 


designed equipment, since although Bolivia started the war with British 
and French built warplanes, she ended it with a force equipped almost 
entirely with state-of-the-art Curtiss and Curtiss-Wright aircraft, mixed 
with a few European Junkers aircraft of great capabilities but limited 
numbers, Paraguay, on the other hand, operated French andl tralian 
equipment almost exclusively, but only a smattering of U.S. and British 
types 


The downloadable main text, taken together with the exhaustive 
book on the subject by this writer and Antonio Sapienza (Schiffer 
Publishing Ltd, 1997), brings fresh information on this poorly 
documented subject to the fore, including a number of first-hand 
observations made by military attachés who witnessed the events that 
have not been published elsewhere 

Additionally, the main text explores some of the combat claims made 
by the opposing forces, and analyses them in depth. The introduction of 
additional aircraft into the conflict is also discussed, as well asa number 
of mysterious reports that allude to aircraft that cannot otherwise be 
accounted for during the conflict 


LEFT: Starting in April 1927, 
Paraguay hat practically reinvent 
her infant air arm Here one fto 
Morane-Saulnier MS.35E.p-25 
bearing ful Paraguayan national 
markings These nimble trainers 
prepared many Paraguayan plots 
for what was to follow (olen 
Anibal ei ia Antonio Luis 


‘ABOVE: Nearly the ent Bolivian 
(Cuerpo de Aviadores at Alto near 
LaPazon September 14,1929 
Nearest is Junkers W234 Vanguard, 
with three named and aluminum 
doped Breguet Bre 1942s and three 
‘Gucton C97 multi-purpose arerat. 
{Ramito Molina Nanes) 


Saplena} 
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LEFT The ist aerial action of 
‘what was to become the Chaco 
War involved an attack by Bolivian 
Breguet Bre 19s and Fokker CVbs on 
Paraguayan military installations 
at Bahia Negra in December 1928, 
Here, Bolivian Bre 19A2 Batallon 
Colorado, believed to have been 
(one of the atcraft involved inthe 
attack icvistened ina ceremony 
at LaPaz (Ramo Malina Alans) 


Breguet Bre 19, Fuerza Aérea Boliviana, La Paz, Bolivia, 1928 


ABOVE: The second Paraguayan Potez25A-2, with ts distinctive numerals 
showing cleat, inthis picture from 1929. This was the fst Paraguayan 
Potez 25 lst tan accident, that year. Note the twin guns hanging over the 
starboard side, with thelr stocks clearly evident. 


Tre Emilio Rochol via Antonio Luis 


ABOVE: One ofthe earliest known 
photographs of one of he frst 

ten Potez 25A-2 econnaissance 
bombers deivered, taken shortly 
after assembly at the fu-Guazd 
aerodrome in 1928, Note the 
aulay fuel tank under the upper 
starboard wing and extended 
radiator, (ne. Av. A Paso 


LEFT: A proud maintenance crew 
stands before the ist Paraguayan 
Poter 254-2, serial number'T‘n the 
hangar at flu-Guazd aerodrome in 
1929, The rudder of No, with its 
French-style lettering just visible 
on the right (Museo de is 
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ABOVE: The Fokker CVbs acquired by Bolivia saw only limited service during 
the ensuing conflict, although one ofthese carried out one ofthe fist aeril 
attacks ofthe warn company with a Breguet Bre 19A2, 

(Ramiro Molina lanes) 


LEFT: The Paraguayan training establishment was augmented in 1927 with 
‘one Morane-Saulnier MS.139E.p-2, coded ES Here posing forthe camera 
ate, Te, Leandro Aponte inthe front cockpit, and Te.2 Emilio Rochol in 
the rear. Emilio Rcholl was the ist Paraguayan pilot tobe killed in combat 
luring the wa, (via Antonio us Sapienza) 


ABOVE: The solitary M.S.139 was characterized bya slightly swept wing. Along withthe M..35 and Hanriot H.D.32s, 
these aircraft honed the skill of nearly all he wartime Paraguayan combat pilots. This 1932 photoshow thatthe 
MS.139 had notas yet gained its utimate serial number, 5. (Muse de Historia Militar via Antonio Luis Sapienza) 


FrBoaveron 
we eseaes 


ABOVE: A map of the almost RIGHT: A group of young Paraguayan 
legendary Fortin Boquerén andits pilots pose wit the ingle M.S.139 
environs. p-2atNu-Guazi, by this time 
dlsplaying its serial number, 5. The 
nature ofthe small insignia on the 
engine cowling is unknown, 
(a Antonio Luis Sapienza) 


‘ABOVE: Virtually the entre component of the Paraguayan Arma Aérea Escuela de Aviacin Militar (EAM), at Nu-Guazd aerodrome in 1929. From right tof, the aircraft area single Breda Ba 15 (sill 
bearing taian registration -AAUG), the M.S.139E 2, the M.S35E.p-2, aHanrot H.D32E.p.-2, three Potez 25s and five Wibault Type 731s vi Antonio Luis Sapienza) 
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ABOVE: This view of one of the Paraguayan Wibault73C. fighters at sa Pol 
operating base reveals that, besides the national insignia in al four wing 
pesitions, the individual serial was also carried on both upper and lower 
surfaces ofthe wing, (Minterio de Defense Nacional via Antoni us Sapienza) 


LEFT: Tee Jose Gregorio Morinigo poses before his Wibault73C.1, sera’S‘at 
the rugged forward operating base at sla Poin August 1932 (Ciel. Agustin 
via Antonio us Sapienza) 


ABOVE: Paraguayan crews pose 
before one ofthe few remaining 
\Wibault 73-1 ata deployment 
locaton in the Chaco For Reasons 
town No.3 was sevaed 
‘out-of sequence withthe ealer 
aircraft 
(Ligh 


eCllection, USA Archives) 


Wibault 73C-1, ‘23, Paraguayan Arma Aérea, Chaco, ca 1929 
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ABOVE: The large oval radiator ancl painted chin cow, reveals this otherwise unidentified Paraguayan Potez as a 25A.2at 
Isla Pot in 1932. Note the distinctive underwing auxiliary fel tank, (nel Ay Agusta Pasmor vi Anton ul Sapien 


ABOVE: Te. Agustin Pasmoy, then chief of maintenance fr the Paraguayan 
‘Arma Aérea, and one of the great unsung heroes of the conflict, poses in his 
fying togs beside a Potez 257... at Concepcién while enroute tothe forward 
base at [sla olin 1932. The lower cowling ofthe LOE, unlke the 258.25, 
was kept fee of paint to ease maintenance of ol leaks, the remainder ofthe 
‘craft being painted in French green as seen so often during this period 


LEFT: Plots ofthe Primera Escuadilla de Reconocimiento y Bombardeo 
standing before a Potex25T.OE at sa Poin 1932 Note the distinctive 
arrangement of the radiators as compared tothe earlier Potez 258.2, 


IGHTA Paraguayan Poter 258.2 
at the main Paraguayan airfield 
atHy-Guazi aerodrome near 
Asuncidn in 1932, near the start of 
intense hosts. Just tothe left 
are the wings of one ofthe ancient 
SIAM A3sleft over from the 1922 
revolution an, behind the Poez, 
anaircratt appearing to bear French 
cil markings. (oe A Agus 


LEFT: Atrio of Wibault 73C.Asin the 
field at sla Pot in September 1932, 
showing the very cude conditions 
atthe forward base Clases is No, 
with what appears to be No.23 
behing it, wearing a serial not 
otherwise recorded, 


‘ABOVE: The Condor Boliviano 
adored the fuselage of atleast two 
ofthe Vickers Typ 143s during the 
early stages ofthe Chaco campaign. 
Inthis case itis about to descend on 
Leon Guarani (the Paraguayan Lon), 
the face of which appears to bea 
god rendition of General José Félix 
Estigabia! Ramiro Molina Aan 
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RIGHT: Te ist pursuit type to see 
action fr Bolivia had been the : 
surviving Vickers Type 143 Bolivian 
Scout, six of which had arrived in 
December 1929. Here, eral number 
8 posesin full markings a Villa 
Montes in 1932. Being very nimble, 
itoften out flew the Paraguayan 
Wibauts. 


‘ABOVE Te. Doldan poses in 1932 before aWibauit 73.1, apparently in front of the hangar ofthe fighter nit a 
Iguari aerodrome. The Wibaults proved very disappointing in sevice. Inthe background the titles onthe hangar read 
Grupo de viacin, 1 Ecuadron de Cara (Pot (aos Pass via 


RIGHT: Amongst the most important 
Bolivian aircraft uring the intial 
phase of combat operations 

again Paraguayan forces were the 
survivors ofthe ungainly Vickers 
Vespa multi-purpose aircraft Here, 
Bolivian crews pose with WHR 
Banting chief instructor on the type, 
atl Alt. 


LEFT Bolivia acquired atleast six 
Vices Vespa from Britain in 
‘Api 1929, and although optimized 
for high-altitude operations they 
{gave a good account of themselves 
inthe Chaco before being largely 
replaced by US. Curtiss types 
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LEFT/ABOVE: Two vews of brand-new Curtiss-Wright C4R Osprey atthe 
Curtiss-Wright St.Louis factory prior to delivery. The areraft caries full 
Bolivian markings aside from an individual serial number, and underwing 
bomb rac | 


ABOVE: late war photograph of a Bolivian Curtis Clone Falcon, with 
Osprey Na91 visible in the background. By thn, the streamlined Whee pats 
had been disposed of, as had the cumbersome canopy over the pilot’ cockpit 
Note the much abbreviated belly sip tank on this aicraf, probably from a 
Haw, and the tidy uniform of Te Alberto Paz Sodan, 

ABOVE: in-fght views of aircraft of 
the Chaco War are extremely rate. 
Here, one ofthe ubiquitous Bolivian 
Curtiss-Wright C48 Ospreysis 
photographed whilst attacking 
Paraguayan troop concentrations 
in 1933 oF 1934, (Museo de 


ABOVE: Following delivery and 
assembly at La az the new 
Curtiss-Wright C14R Ospreys were 
rushed to Vila Montes fr further 
ation in support ofthe hard 
pressed ground forces. This 
ttioappeasto have had ther 
engine cows painted black already, 
butmoserialshave as yet been 
added tothe fins. 


Curtiss-Wright C14R Osprey, Fuerza Aérea Boliviana, 
La Paz or Villa Montes, 1933-34 


‘ABOVE: One ofthe earliest known photographs of a Bolivian Curtiss Hawk 
showing no evidence ofa fuselage roundel, but with the belly auxiliary sip 
takin place. (George von 


ABOVE Paraguayan troops examine the remains ofa Bolivian Curtiss-Wright 
I4R Osprey, almost certainly No.78 which was shot down in lames with the 
os of Bolivia leading "ac Major Rafael Pabon and his gunner Sof. Mario. 
(avo on August 12,1934 (Legh Wade Coleco, USAF 


ABOVE/RIGHT:The desperate 
defense of Vila Montes, in which 
aircraft ofthe Bolivian ir arm 
played sucha pivotal role, i 
exemplified by the hazardous 
‘engine running’ maintenance being 
Carted out on eral number 42, 
which was awaiting the fting of 
four more bombs. 


ABOVE: The bombs being mounted onthe A racks of Boivin seria number 
44 appear tobe Brtsh, and may be heavier than recommended forthe racks 
Bolivia acquire, along with the other Vickers arms and aircraft, substantial 
<uantty of aitcraft bombs forthe Vickers Vespa Ils. Apparent the supply of 
bombs last longer than the aircraft (ibrar of Congres 


Curtiss Hawk II, coded ‘44, Fuerza Aérea Boliviana 
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LEFT: A close-up view ofa Bolivian 
‘ground crew staining to secure 
«bomb onthe A-3 wing rack ofa 
(Curtiss Haw The A-3 could take 
asmany as ive smaller caliber 
bombs (ibrary of Congress) 


ABOVE: Although of poor contrast, RIGHT: The two Paraguayan Potez 


Paraguayan troopers view of 5A. serial numbers'S'and’6, 

Bolivian Curtiss Hawkiljust after that were engaged by a Bolivian 

delivering an attack revealsthe Vickers Type 143 fighter and a 

extremely nimble maneuverability Breguet 19in December 1932. 

of this classic aircraft type. Number’6'was shat down by Pabon, 

(Uber of Congres) flying the Vickers. Te, Gonzalo Palau 
via Aono lus Sapien: 


ABOVE: As quickly as they could be delivered, assembled and tested, anew 
batch of eight Potez 257.0. were sent tothe font in late 1932, The Potez 
aircraft were inferior in many respect othe newer Curtis aircraft being 
fielded by Bolivia, but the tactics and sie handing displayed by the 
Paraguayan crews made arial engagements nary always a dra. 

(Coe A Agustin asm via Aono Luis Sapienza). 


ABOVE: Crews ofthe Paraguayan Sequnda scuadilla de Reconocmiento y Bombardeo pose inthe sweltering 
flying suits before a Potez 25.0. at sa Pot jus before an operation in 1933. Note the length ofthe twin rear guns, 
v. Agustin Pasmr vie Antoni us Sapienza) 


accentuated bythe stock. (ne 


ABOVE: Field maintenance on Paraguayan aircraft at sla Poi consisted mainly 
oflocating two stout trees jus the right distance apart! On the right was 

(then) Tt. Agustin Pasmor, maintenance chief, who clearly worked with the 
troops. The aircraft isa Poter 2. ABOVE: Paraguayan Potez 257.0. serial number'12 returning from a mission in 1933, Note thatthe und 
Museo de Historia Mitr via Antonio lus Sapienza) national insignia appear to include stars superimposed over the tri-color roundel. va Antonio us Sapien 
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Potez 257.0.E,,'13; Paraguayan 
Arma Aérea, Ita Poi, 1933 


Potez 257.0€.,'9; Paraguayan 
Arma Aérea, ca 1933 


ABOVE: Although serialed inthe taine 
In 1933, It had been acquired in Argentin 
suggesting use n the war zone The ever present Tt Agustin 
ful field ger. 0h Mi ape 


e12 was photographed atthe 
and clearly had been crudely camouflag 
mor poses with yet another of hi 


‘ABOVE: The twin Madsen guns mounted inthe rear gunners cockpit of Potez 
2STOE. seal number'13‘at Ila Po in 1933 reveal just how exposed the 
‘gunner wast the slipstream, 


‘ABOVE: During the last week of May 1933, ash-plae Travel Air Mode! 6000 cabin transport was 
‘Argentina, and was almost immediately deployed to sla Pi where it served ina multitude of 
the curious sta insignia onthe lower starboard wing, The aircraft appears otherwise tobe 
aluminum, (Mi Yl aver) 
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ABOVE: The disappointing Wibauit 736.1 fighters 
were replaced in March 1933 by five nimble taian 
built Fiat CR 20bis biplanes. Thisis one ofthe ist 
examples received, til without its eral codes or 
‘unit markings. The CR.20s were unique in Paraguayan 
service in not displaying wing roundel; instead, 

they had red-white-bluechevrons onthe wing 
extremities. (Museo de Hstora Mar vis Antonio 


ABOVE: The new Fat CR.20bs 
fighters, all assigned tothe 

11 Escuadion de Caza, were 
Immediately rushed tothe front 
tofy escort to the hard-pressed 
Potez 25s Here, Capt PAM. Leandro 
Aponte poses forthe camera inthe 
extremely tight cockpit of one ofthe 
fighters, (Museo de stra Mar 


FIGHT: Unlike Bolivia, which virtually re-equipped 
her air arm during the conflict, the ony'new’combat 
type to be integrated by Paraguay were her prized 
Fiat CR.20bis fighters. Here, Capt PAM. Leandro 
Aponte, Commander ofthe Paraguayan Arma Aétea, 
stands besdea fully marked 11 Escuadrila de Caza 
Fit talian build number 43, in the il. (seo 


Historia Ma Lu Sapien) 


att tit 
naey) 


NX 


Fiat CR.20bis, No. 431, 11 Escuadron de Caza, 
Paraguayan Arma Aérea, March 193, 


ABOVE:The remains of Paraguayan Fiat CR.20bis 
serial 11-1, in which Te. Walter Gwynn succumbed 
tohisinjuries during a combat witha Bolivian Vickers 
Type 143 near sla Poon ne 12,1933 


io Luis Saplenza) 


RIGHT: Paraguayan De Havilland D.H.606 Gipsy Moth 
T+ was ast toa crash a N-Guaz aerodrome on 
June 15, 1933 killing both crew members, Te Sivio 
Escobar and Alejandro lls. Note thatthe entre 
rudder and in have been used to present the national 
Colors, and that there were no wing roundels evident. 
Theaiteraft was inthe transport rather than trainers 
serial eres, which implies that may have een duty, 
near the font. 


wounded at Isla Pot in July 1933.(ibary of Congress 


ABOVE: Most unlikely warriors Paraquay acquired atleast two Junkers ASOfe 
Junior all-metal ght icra from civil sources in Argentina in 1932, and 
both saw use inthe war zone as communications and light transport aircraft. 
Hete,T5is seen at la Pot aerodrome in 1933 with Tt. Agustin Pasmr, hie 
offeld maintenance, nthe front cockpit. nel. Agustin Pasmor vi Antonio 
Luis Sapienza) 


ABOVE: Until recently, twas believed that Paraguay acquired and operated only two former U.S. civil Travel Air 6000 
transports. Ths aircraft, marked with Red Cross ambulance markings and the serial number, however, suggests that 
a third example must have been acquired, 3s ithas been previously unreported, Here itis seen preparing to evacuate 


& THE CHACO WAR % 65 


|ABOVE: Another Travel Air Mode! 6000 that gained fame was the former 
Inter-Cities Anes S-6000-6 msn 68-2011 (NC-624K),codedT-9 with Red 
ross markings and named Nanawa.Tte1° Emilio Nudelman let) and Mayor 
(Or) ivi ofruscio (sanitary chief ofthe Paraguayan Army) pose before the 
aircraft at a Po just before an evacuation ight. (Miniter de Defensa) 


The Junkers 43h monoplane combat arcrft ordered by Bolivia around 
October 1933, but nt available for combat until around March 1934, were the 
‘most modem araft to se action during the war. This camouflaged example, 
With bomb racks under the wings, is sen behind the smarty-uniformed 

Capt leodoro Nery, Mayor Jorge Jrdén and Te. J. Antonio Rivera just prior to 
action in support of Fortin Bllvian in 1934 (va Rami Molina lanes) 


RIGHT: A close-up view ofthe very 
«exposed dorsal gunner’ poston, 
and his 792mm machine gun, on a 
Bolivian Junkers K43h, confirming 
thatthe poston was in fact capable 
of being armed. 

(ubaryo 


ress) 
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BELOW: The pilot enjoyed 3 
canopy which lid forward over 
the windscreen to gain access to 
the cockpit ofthe Bolivian Curtis 
(lone Falcons. Tis example has 
rather disproportionate rudder 
markings, and no evidence of wing 
roundel, had probably just been 
delivered toVila Montes when 
photographed. 


LEFT Bolivian airmen pose before one of the mighty Clone Falcons near the 
front. This example appears to have had the engine Townend Rng painted, 
probably red, Note the threblade prop, (ore von Roi 


ABOVE: One ofthe aircraft probably seen by the U.S Miltary Attaché during 
an unrestricted vist to flu-Guazi during May 1934 in which he apparently 
included in his summary as one of number of...ofd foreign aircraft was 
the solitary Savoia S52 fighter acquired by Paraguay in 1927. During the wat, 
itwas apparently used for econnassance, but spent most ofits time at the 
training base. Note that thas single machine gun mounted on the upper 
starboard side ofthe fuselage, Itsuffered an acident May 3, 1933, and was 
rounded, but was apparently til intact atthe school when the Attaché 
visited, (via Aono Ll Sapienza) 


ABOVE: Mentioned specifially ina German analysis ofthe Chaco War was the single Curtiss D-12 Falcons which had 


been obtained during the war under unusual circumstances. Often reported to have ben used only as an“unarmed ABOVE: Seldom mentioned in Curtiss deliveries during the war were thee 
faisonaitrafy this photograph clearly shows number 17 with a pair of Madsen guns inthe ear gunner cockpit, in Curtis-WrightCW-TOE Taner, which were sorely needed by Bolivia They 
this view at Isla Plin 1933. (Museo de Historia Militar vs Antonio Luis Sapien) Were apparently based a Villa Montesin 1934, (va Ramiro Molina Anes) 


Curtiss D-12 Falcon, 17; Paraguayan Arma Aérea, 
Isla Poi, 1933 
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LEFT:Potez 257.0. number 15, 
wasa composite aircraft bul fram 
spare and the remains of number 
by the Arma Aéea shops. On 18 
June 1934, crewed byTte.2° Homer 
Duarte and Cap. Jb Van Zastrow 
(gunner, it engaged in a ferocious 
dogfight witha Hawk ll flown 

by perhaps the mast flamboyant 
Bolivian airman, Pabén. He caimed 
the Potez shot down, butt in fact 
survived. Ministerio de D 


LEFT Twotreless Paraguayan Potez _ABOVE-Tt.1° Rogelio Etchevery, 
2ISTOEsthatsaw extensive action the gunner on Potez 2ST. QE 


ina number of combats during number 11 who was credited with 
1934, numbers9 and 15, are viewed downing Bolvian’ace’ Mayor Rafael 
atther operating base at la Poi Pan, ling Osprey No.8 on 
aerodrome. (ne. Agustin Pastor via T2 August 1934, (Museo de Historia 


0 Luis Sapienza itr va Antonio Luis Sapien 


RIGHT: An unknown Bolivian Junkers 
aircrafts reliably reported to have 
been latin September 1934, but 
has eluded identification. Amongst 
some ofthe longest serving ofthe 
Junkers aircraft was the W 34h 
Vanguaria, formerly a LAB aircraft, 
which saw duty as bth transport 
and bomber. Its seen here at Villa 
Montes in 1934, and survived at 
leastinto 1938, an rae Ce 


LEFT: Another view ofthe Junkers 
W34hiVanguardia during the 

war. The person ying prone on 

the innermost wing root areaisa 
woman truly a novelty in the Chaco, 
ais the te thatthe man standing is 
wearing! (a Rai 


68 mw LATIN AMERICAN ATR WARS 


Junkers Ju 52/3m, ‘Chorolque, Bolivian LAB, 1933 


Junkers Ju 52/3m, ‘Huanuni, Bolivian LAB, 1933 


BELOW: One ofthe great advantages 
enjoyed by Bolivia through the 
height of the war were the LAB 
Junkers 52/3m transports 

Which were pressed into service 

told the war effort This partially 
‘camouflaged example lew as 

far afield as Maio, where twas 
photographed in 1933, 


ABOVE: This view of one ofthe Bolivian Ju 52/3ms gives a good perspective 
on the rather unusual camouflage applied over all upper surfaces. tis 
believed to have consisted of geen and brown splotches (Hagedorn Collet 


BELOW: The hard-working Bolivian Junkers Ju S2/3ms were used to cary 
anything that could ft through the cargo doors, including this 75mm feld 
<u carriage. This 1u52/3m is aso camouflage, but differently from other 
examples, iagedain Col 


ABOVE: The sight of one ofthe huge Junkers u 52/3ms was an exciting moment inthe Chaco, Onthe one hand, 
meant the atval of highly-prized supplies from the rear and, forthe wounded, salvation, This example had the 
Bolivian colorsin bands under the wings and on the rudder, and the engine cows appea to have been painted black. 
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FIGHT: Another stalwart ofthe 
Paraguayan Navy duting the cont 
vasa single Savola-Marchett 
S.S9bis coded R1, seen here 

with her crew It was the largest, 
Paraguayan aircraft ofthe war. 


BELOW: This Paraguayan Navy 
Macchi M.18, complete with 
distinctive insignia, mounts single 
Madsen gunn the bow gunners 
«cockpit at Bahia Negra in 1934, 


ss pom 
ABOVE: Used to great effect by the Paraguayan Navy during the conflict were 


‘wo Macchi M.18 fying boats, including R-3 shown here. Note the trio of 
‘bombs under the lower port wing. agen Collection) 


LEFT-Tre. (later Capt, Job von 
Zastrow, who certainly earmed his 
pay asa gunner on Potez 25s, is 
seen here with a twin gun mount on 
a Navy Macchi M.18 at Bahia Negra 
in ¥934, (vic Naval Paraguaya ya 


LEFT: Ground crews of the 
Paraguayan Navy mount bombs to 
the underwing racks ofa Macchi 
M.18 flying boat at Bahia Negra 

in 1934, These aircraft are seldom 
{nduded in araguay's wartime 
(Order of Battle by historian, 


Macchi M.18, Paraguayan Navy, 
Bahia Negra, 1934 
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RIGHT: Nether siden the Chaco War 
had much ime for personalizing 
‘their aircraf, although itis known 
tohave ocurred, Here, Te. Enrique 
Dentice (first on lft in ight suit) 
osesin font ofa Fiat CR20bis 
‘with eyes” painted onthe radiator 
louvers! The t-color‘chevrons can 
just be discerned under the lower 
starboard wing unique tothe 
(R20 via Antonio Luis Sapienza) 


ABOVE:An aitcraft acquired by 
Paraguay and used extensively as 

a courier during the conflict was 
this Consolidated Model 21-C, 

often cited asa’PT-11 Definitely 
‘camouflaged, and with recognition 
bands inboard under the wings from 
‘the roundels, the aircraft was coded 
T-11inthe transport category andis 
not known to have been armed 
(Museo de Hstra tar via, 
Luis Sapienza) 


AIGHT: Mentioned specially in a 
German analysis ofthe Chaco War 
was the single Curtiss D-12Falon 
which had been obtained during the 
war under unusual cumstances. 
Often reported to have been used 
only as.an unarmed liaison aircraft” 
this photograph clearly shows 
‘number 17 with a pair of Madsen 
guns in the rear gunner cockpit in 
this view taken a Il Prin 1933 
(Museo de Historia Mitr via Antonio 
Luis Sapienza) 


BELOW: Paraguayan veterans of 
the Chaco campaign in April 1939 
‘on parade. Shown ae rom right to 
left, Travel ir Model 6000, 

12, now named"Nanawa’ second 
use), a bare metal Potez 257.0 
without any visible serial, a Feet 
Model 2, three Breda Ba25 acquired 
after the war, anda mix of Fat 
(RIMbis, (R30 and CR32s farther 
dow the ln Pasmoe 
via Antonio Luis api 


ABOVE: The sole Paraguayan multi-engine aircraft ofthe conflict, was a Breda 
Ba 447-15 which was used primarily as an ambulance, but aso carried the 
Paraguayan delegation othe armistice meeting as IP transport. Here, Capt 
Emilio Nudelman (fist on lefts seen at Vila Montes 14 June 1935 witha 
_gr0up of officers on the day ofthe armistice, via Ramiro Molina Ales) 


The Venezuelan Rebellion 


ance/bomber aircraft 


vuela during the 192 
controlled nation: 1e was 
neral Vicente Gorm 


and 1935, with but 


fhe AM was ordered, 


ande 
y of Cumana, where the SS. 


poops under General Roman 


notable exe 


ved only very 


tight restrictions. In effect, the Vene 


period, almost completel oll 


jortion to their 


came directly under his personal order 19s were credited 


that no airplane flew during the per mn, cemented 


and consent of the caudi 
By 1929, 


ulted in their enjoying 
AM had acquired a 


Potez 25A-2s, s/n 5, Cuerpo de Aviacion Militar, ca 1929-30 


had risen against the Government. The 


an B-1 Brough 


y 1929 


Thompson sub machine 


all types by the end of 
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LEFT: None other than the President 
of Guatemala and Minister of War 
(insuits at center) were on hand on 
15 July 1929, to witness the delivery 
of four French-bultPotez 254-2 
reconnaissance bombers by the pilot 
Duroyon (fourth from lef) At the 
time, they were the most moder 
warplanes in Central America 


, ABOVE: The four prized Potez 254-25 
. were amongst the fist aicrafto 
bea the now familiar Guatemalan 
star insignia, although it was 
dimensionally citferent from the 
‘moder version. (ack baguen 


LEFT Aline-up of Guatemalan Army 
aircraft in August 1929 including 
cone of the Morane-Saunier 
MS.147E.p-2s nearest (probably 
N.60, two ofthe Ryan B.1s, and 

a Potez25A-2. Note thatthe Ryans 
‘used the entire rudder and vertical 
fin to portray the Guatemalan clos 
(va ick barquen 
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LEFT/ABOVE: The two Guatemalan Morane-Saulnier M.S.147Ep-25, No.9 
and 60, showing the large presentation ofthe national star insignia on the 
upper extremities ofboth wings. ck barquen 


ABOVE Fist fight of one ofthe Guatemalan Pote 25s, while a gun salute 
2s taking place at right. 


LEFT: The single Guatemalan Army Waco 10-1 Taperwing. Note thatthe 
aircraft appears to have had some special insignia on the fuselage just under 
the rear cockpit, probably a momento ofits long-distance delivery fight. 


Vought 02U-1E Corsair, ‘5-E-1, 
Cuerpo de Aeronautica Peruana, 1930 


ome relatively new Vought UO-1A and 


vice was called ups » conduct 


ne of the four traditional great pov 
tion came 


the social f 
lay a part in the social 


pockets of rebel 


at forces. Although augmented 


f strongman Presidente 


Peruvian aviation b 


po de Acrondutica 


Peruana (CAP pes, the ¢ ions occurred 


74 oe LATIN AMERICAN ATR WARS 


RIGHT: Peru acquired 10 Stearman 
C-3Rsas pat ofa package del with 
United Aircraft Export in, induding 
12Vought 02U-1Es Corsair, three 
Boeing Model 40-Bs and a Hamitton 
H-45 Metalplane in erly 1930, Most 
ofthe C-3Rs were inthe trainer 
series and were based with the 
Naval element at Ancon such as 
4-E-1to4€-7 seen here, but abo 
had the capability of carrying light 
armament and were wsed during 
‘the internal troubles. Note that the 
wings were painted yell, and that 
the national insignia onthe upper 
wings had a whit outer surround, 
Stearman) 


LEFT/ABOVE: Although marked with the distinctve“A-P” prefix (denoting 
Armada Peruana) ahead ofits sera, 1-4, ths lat-equipped Vought UO-14 
Corsair was actualy part of the amalgamated Cuerpo Aétonautica Peruana 
(CAP. Itwas probably one ofthe loyal Navy branch aircraft that attacked 
rebel element in Lima, (va Fed. Dicky.) 


BELOW: Rarely illustrated, this Boeing Mode 1, A-P 1-£-1, was one of five 
acquired by the Peruvian Navy between 1924 and 1927, andis believed to 
have been used for observation during the internal turmoil perio. 

(via Sergio Kaiser) 
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ABOVE:The 12 Vought O2U-TE Corsaits acquire from United Aircraft Exports, Inc in early 1930 were split between the Army and Navy elements. The Army atcraft, sx of which are sen here, were 
apparently painted a dark ov dab, and were distinguishable from the Navy aitcraft atthe time in having si alternating red white vertical rudder stripes. Serial codes on the fuselage were in white 


and included 5-£-1 t05-£-12, 


s can be appreciated from earlier chapters of this work dealing with 
Ae: the decades of the 1920s and early 1930s were extremely 

turbulent in that largest of South American nations 

From 1922 on, Brazil endured nearly eight years of unbroken 
political turmoil, occasionally reaching the point of armed conflict. All 
{ this reached a climax in the revolution of 1930, with the ousting 
{ sitting President Dr. Washington L 
setulio D, Vargas 


and his replacement by Dr 


The Vargas regime almost immediately invoked a series of what were 
ewed as repressive measures, particularly in the 
F the nation, the state of Sao Paulo. A military governor for the state 
was duly appointed, and local political opponents imprisoned. The 
scal — and very well organized a ation 
was summarily disbanded, 

What followed has been without historical parallel in Latin American 
viation history. While the Chaco War between Bolivia and Paraguay was 


dustrial heartland 


d trained State Police organi 


Potez 25T.0.E., A-116, seized by the Constitucionalistas 
forces in Sao Paul at Campo de Marte 


continuing in the region, involving regularly organized air forces pitted 
against each other in modest numbers, the Brazilian revolution eventually 
amounted to nearly the same things, as the weight of the mass of the 
Brazilian Fe ainst the st 
Sao Paulo which, for all intents and purposes, was fighting as the 
ainst what seemed overwhelming odds. 


eral establishment was brought to be 


gh an 


independent nation ag, 

The Brazilian revolution dif 
aircraft involved, operated by both Federal forces and the Puulistas, has 
remained without parallel to this day, and may be regarded from this 


1 also in scale. The sheer numbers of 


perspective as truly the first Latin American conflict in which aircraft 
played a pivotal role 

The download text describes the nearly explosive growth in Federal 
land and nts, and the catch-as-catch-can 
acquisitions of the underdog Paulista aviation establishment, which 
es and, frequently, through 


ation establish 


carried on under extraordinary circums 


convoluted international intrigue 


LEFT: Two of the 18 Morane-Saulnier 
MS.147E.p.-2 primary trainers, 

129 and k 130, acquired by the 
Brazilian Army in December 1929. 
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The aerial combatants in the Brazilian revolution benefited from 
a combination of factors that often challenged similar operations 
elsewhere. First and foremost, there existed a body of reasonably well. 
trained airmen and crews, concentrated in the two major population 
the Federal capital, and 
well-educat 


centers of the nation — Rio de Janeiro, 


Sa0 Paulo itself who were cosmopolitan. often 


wealthy and fit. The aircraft involved on the Federal side were 
almost invariably current types of, initially, French manufacture 
supplemented in very short order by an astonishing number of 


combat-adapted Waco sport aircraft from the United States that 


proved amazingly durable and effective 

The Paulistas, for their part, relied upon a varied assortment 
of civilian types volunteered or commandeered from the citizenry 
supplemented by combat types in small numbers which were taken 
from the Federal inventory along with crews, who owed allegiance to 


their home state. 
Between the commencement of hostilities and the end of 1933, 
the Federal air arm, the Army’ Aviacdo Militar, alone had acquired 


‘ABOVE: Rarely illustrated, the ron cockpit ofthe Waco Model 225/240/(50 
Could be converted to fit two 30 caliber machine guns synchronized to fre 
‘through the propeller. The exact numberof Brazilian Amy arraft converted 


with these kiss nt known, (Waco via Ray Brandl (wax 


no fewer than 111 French aircraft — more than the combined total of 
aircraft operated by both sides during the Chaco War — and an even 
larger number of U.S. and British-built aircraft. The Federal naval 
m, the Corpo de Aviacdo Naval, argest in Latin 
America, acquired a combination of U.S., British and Italian types, and 
together with the Army, posed a most formidable force. 

From the beginning, the Paulistas were very much on the defensive, 
although there were a number of audacious missions which, in 
retrospect, read like the stuff of action thrillers, and the crews of these 


aviation a ts part, the 


intrepid adventures were certainly not lacking in élan. 
Like the Chaco War, the aftermath of the Brazilian revolution saw 


the introduction of a series of aircraft into Brazil that must have proved 


a quarter-master’s nightmare, as, in particular, the Federals moved to 
bring overwhelming force against the secession of the Paulistas. These 
aircraft brought Brazil, at least on paper, to the forefront of military 
aeronautics in Latin America and, after the United States, made her 
collective air arms the most powerful in the western hemisphere into 
the early months of World War Two. 


LEFT/BELOW: Concurrent with the 
purchase ofthe Waco 225/240/(S0s, 
Bail aso ordered 10 Waco CTO. 
Pursuits, and although very similar, 
they could be distinguished by 

their tapered wings Indeed, the 
Brazilians referred to them as the 
Waco Eliptco. Most examples were 
fitted with twin 30 caliber machine 
{guns and A-3 bomb ack they 
‘were essentially economy single- 
seat fighters. 


-ABOVE:The nimble Brazilian Waco Model 225/240/CS0 aircraft could aso be ited wit standard U.S. Army A-3 type 
bomb racks under the fuselage centerline. More ofthese its were acquired than the machine gun kis. 
via Ray Brandl 
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ABOVE: After the end ofthe civil war, mot ofthe Waco CTOs were converted 
back to two-seat trainer configuration and given serials inthe "Keres. 
Here, K 254 stil retains her twin guns and single-seat cockpit, next to K 257 
which had reverted toa two-seat trainer. (Author Collection 


ABOVE: Amongst the largest and 
potentially most powerful aircraft 
in Latin America atthe tme, the 
Brain Army acquired thre twin 
engine Loir-et-lverLe0-253Bn.4 
night recon-bombersin 1930, coded 
K-611 0K613 andindividually 
named, As fr as can be ascertained, 
‘none took part inthe revolution of 
1932, as few crews had been trained 
‘on them. (Author Collection) 


|ABOVE:The Brazilian Army also 
acquired amix of nine Boeing 
Model 256 and Model 267fghters 
in 1932, asa direct result ofthe civil 
ar. The Mode 256s (essentially 
identical to US. Navy F4B-45) were 
«coded 1-101 to 1-108, and 1-103, 
isshown hee after the revolution 
with the newer style Brazilian star 
national insignia. The nature ofthe 
device atthe lower right wing root 
isunknown (Peter M. Bowers via 
Stephen 


et) 


LEFT: An unusual purchase bythe ABOVE: Another very significant 
saeqets. Grant Fgs6 cms | Brazilian Army, also spured by the combat type purchased a direct 
\ 1932 revolution, were two Bellanca result ofthe 1932 civil war was the 
(GH-300 Pacemaker Specials These Vought V65-B often presented in 
were truly multi-purpose aircraft _erorasV-658),28 of which were 
| and, seen inthis drawing could acquired bythe Army, with eleven 
| Peamedwih both ebe guns | _ofthem isle inthis view fom 
andA-3 bomb racks, a requirement September 1933. (ought 
| forpractclly any aircraftin the 
inventory atthe time. They were 
} eventually converted to purely 
| photographic aircraft as SGE-1 and 
| SGE-2. (va Dave Ost 
| 


LEFT Amongst the capable ara 
acquired during the civil war by 

the Paulstas were a smal batch of 
Curtiss 0-12 Falcon attack aitrat 
splited into Brazil from Chile during 
the ater stages of the revolt 


AGHT: An impressive line-up 
Showing virtually the entire 
Braalian Nava aviation order of, 
battle, as of ate 193, induding 
sic ofthe S.M.S5AS andthe three 
Matin PMs, 


BELOW: One of the most unusual 
aircraft to see action during the cil 
wat were some ofthe Navy 11 
Savoa-Marchett.M.SSA twin-hull 
Aying boats acquired in March 

1931. Her, serial number’ rides at 
anchor full Navy markings. Note 
a personal insignia onthe nose and 
the small Navy roundel on the lower 
leading edge ofthe vertical ir 
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RIGHT: Used on numerous occasions 
during the cil war the thee rare 
Martin PM-1B fying boas acquired 
by the Brazilian Navy in December 
1930 proved surprisingly durable 
and capable. Here, -P-2bearsa 
persona insignia onthe starboard 
nose and bomb racks under the 
wings. Authors Colleton) 


RIGHT Loading bombs onthe wing 
racks ofa Martin PM-18 the hard 
way. Note the nose gunners scarf 
ring mount devoid of weapons, and 
the small national insignia, 

SDM via Sei Luis dos Santos). 


BELOW: An deployment photograph 
showing Brazilian Navy SM.SSAS 
and Martin PM’ during the civil wa. 
(SDM via Setao Lus dos Santos) 


AIGHT: Rarely illustrated, one of 
the surviving Navy Martin PM- TBs 

post-war with the short-ved codes 
Gw-P-10. 
Mia Seri us dos Sato) 
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LEFT Fighter pilots ae the same 
everywhere, and this young 
nonchalantly posed Brazilian Navy 
pilot, was amongst the elite of his 
era. Evidence of distinctive chevron 
(on the upper wing can just be seen 
con the leading edge. 

SDM via Sergi us dos Sant 


| 


ABOVE: The sx Avro SO4-N, 185hp 
Lynx powered aircraft acquired by 
the Navy in May 1930 sealed 441 
to-446 saw a surprising amount of 
service during the cil wa. Serial 
445, seen here, displays full Navy 
markings of the period, The odd 
streamlined farings under the 
upper wing often thought to be gun 
positions, were actually fuel tanks 
forthe arger engine. 

SDM via Sergi us dos Santos) 


LEFT: The Brazilian Navy Boeing 
256' soon sported distinctive 
insignia, and most operated with 
their aun belly fel tank, as, 
seenhere on 1-C3. 

thor’ olecton) 


RIGHT: Like the Army, the Navy also 
acquired sc nimble Boeing Model 
56 fightersin 1932 spurred by 
the revolution. Coded intially as. 
1-C-1t0 1-C6, four are seen here 
deployed ata remote location, 


BELOW: Nota large icra this 
Brazlian Navy Boeing 256 seria 

umber 1-C-4 seemsto be almost 
“wor'by he pilot 


ABOVE: These two Navy Boeing 256s are unusual in sporting color-coded 
engine cow's, apparently mimicking the U.S. Navy practice ofthe time. 
Theaircrafton the lft bears serial number 1-C-19, which was previously 
unknown, (SDM via Sergi us 


RIGHT: Another previously 
‘unpublished Brazilian Navy Boeing 
256 serial number GM-C-7 aso 
bears, just aft ofthe serial the 
‘unique Brazian Navy desigation/ 
serial presentation forthe type, 
similar to US. Navy practice, 18-3 
toC1B-38, 

(SDM via Sergio Luis dos Santos) 


ABOVE: Navy Corsi operated 
‘on both wheels and floats. Hee, 
late serial number GM-0-4 and 
GGM-4-6 share the ramp witha 
float-equipped Navy Waco Model 
‘CAC (Authors Collection) 


BELOW Faiey Gordon Mk. -£8-4 
‘on deployment with the 4 DEB. of 
‘the Aviago Naval 

(SoM 


RIGHT: Numerically the most 
significant pre-World War Two 
Brazilian Navy aircraft, the 20 British 
Fairey Gordon Mkills which started 
artving in November 1932 were 
very versatile aircraft. Navy Fairey 
Gordon’ often flew in rect support 
of Brazilian Navy surface vessels as 
shown with 4-EB-2in ight overa 
Brazilian warship, 

SOM via Sergi lus ds Santo 
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LEFT: null Navy markings, 
including the large red chevron on 
‘the upper wing pane, a Brazilian 
Navy Boeing 256 serial number 

1-5 shares the line with two De 
Havilland D.H.60s and a Waco (50 
(uthors 
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Fairey Gordon Mk 4-8-5 in full Brazilian Navy markings including upper wing ed 
‘combat chevrons, in light along the Brazilian coast. Author’ Colin) 


ABOVE: Rarely illustrated, especially 
ith 0" for Observacio codes this 
De Havilland D1H,60T Moth coded 
2-0-3 was one of T2acquied by the 
Brazilian Navy in 1931, and aw use 
during the revolution 

(60M via 


RIGHT: After the cv wa, the 

surviving Navy 02U-2As were 

re-coded 2-0-1 through to 2-04 

Seen herein lineup ae 2-0-4 

and 2-03. 

(envio d 
SDM ia 


tad da Marnha 
sds Santos) 


RIGHT: Armed and ready for action, 
Brazilian Navy Fairey Gordon Mk 
4-£8-6 cartes sx small caliber 
bombs on her underiing racks, but 
no evidence ofa rear gun. 
(SDM va Sergio Lis dos Santos 
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Vought V66-B, ‘2-0-7; Corpo de 
Aviagao Naval, Brazil, ca. 1931-32 


Vought V66-B, 1-0-2, Corpo de 
Aviagao Naval, Brazil, ca. 1931-32 


LEFT: Rar view of two Navy Vought 
66-8 Crsisin fight, including 20-3 
Inthe background, Note the underwing 
bom racks and gun barrel protruding 
from the starboard upper wing panel 
The gunners position had its own 
removable windscreen, 


ABOVE: This Brazilian Navy Vought 
166-8, serialnumber 2-0-7, a0 
bears the unique permanent service 
designatorin smaller characters aft 
of the code, which were 02V-39 0 
(02V-46, also repeated on the upper 
rudder. (Author ) 


HT: Cews restrain the wings fa 
Navy 02U-2A asa crewman ground 
runs the engine, (thr Colton 
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y 1932, to the casual observer in New York or London, it must have 
seemed that Latin America was afire, with the continuing, all-out 
war in the Chaco between warring Bolivia and Paraguay 


bitter, internecine civil war in Brazil 


and the 


To those conflicts, starting in 1932, must be added the little-known 


and poorly documented territorial conflict hetween Peru and Colombia 
known as the Leticia Incident 
started, 


gs and as a focal point to rally patriotic sentiments, this affair 


as was so often the case, as a diversion from internal 


fa 
was supposedly fought over an extremely remote 


nd isolated tropical 
area of the Amazon backwaters known as 
trapezium. 


Bolivia, was certain 


he Leticia quadrilateral or 


Although the Chaco region, contested by Paragu 
remote and hostile, the Leticia area, even b 
icult to match in terms of its 


and 
a 


accessibility 


comparison, remains 
and questionable value as a subject of conflict 

At the 
standpoint, to conduct operations in the area. Although both mobilized 
both nations, all commercial 


aircraft extant, the ante was quickly raised as each scrambled to acquire, 


start, neither nation was pr from an. aviation 


all available local resources, including, 


na crash basis, aircraft and crews. Aircraft were sought which were 


capable of sustained operation in what was essentially an amphibious 


environment, and crews, which could be acquired or 


prought to bear on the territory in dispute 


ined, Thi 


forces could then 


Curtiss-Wright BT-32 Condor, 
Colombian Aviacion Militar, 
Colombia, May 1934 


Although the total numbers of aircraft eventually 


exceeded those flown during the Chaco War, only a comparatively few 


acquired 


reached the combat zone in Leticia, and these only after extraordinary 


exertions. Peru faced the Andes condiflera (mountain chain) beww 


n 


its main operating bases near Lima and the Leticia forward bases. 


while Colombia faced nearly identical Ic 
she arguably understood the necessity of float-equipped or flying-boat 


<quipment bet 


stical challenges, although 


than the Peruvian leadership 
he offices of prominent French and British 
missions, t0 acquire aircraft of mainly European design to face the 
Colombians. The Colombians, for their part, selected primarily Curtiss- 
Wright aircraft type 
competent German colony running their main national airline service 


Peru elected, via 


but also wisely took advantage of the highly 


Scadia, and acquired very capable German aircraft types as well. 
Although aerial engagements were rare, due to the extremely tedious 


ply lines, and the vastness of the area of operations, they did occur, 
es these for the first time in detail, 

As with the Chaco War and the Br 
and Colombia, despite being brought to the table to hammer out a 


and the download text descr 
ian revolution, both Peru 


diplomatic solution, continued to seek ai 


ied aircraft as contingencies 


against continued conflict, and thus the fascinating aftermath is detailed 


as well 


RIGHT: When Colombia decided to 
go to war over the Leticia region, 
‘tad only 11 aircraft of al types, 
including several survivors ofthe 
exotic Swiss Wild WT43D trainer, 
serials 13 and 14 shown here, 
acquited in 1927-28. 
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RIGHT: Colombia Aviacin BELOW: The first truly modern 
Militar (AM) included amongst its aircraft ordered by Colombia were 
equipment atthe beginning of the an nial batch of thre Curtiss 
conflict three arworthy Swiss Wild X Fledgling J-2s in July 1931. Capable 


two-seat reconnassance-bombers. of carrying two 30 caliber guns 
via Roland Echenberger) and A-3 bomb racks, they were 


underpowered as combat types. 
This example was pat ofthe second 
batch acquited in June 1933, (Curtiss 
$8294 via Stephen J. Hue) 


ABOVE: The Curtiss Fledalings, despite their shortcomings as combat types, 
‘were exceptionally rugged trainers, and served the AM well to atleast 

May 1950. This serialnumber 18, oneof theft three received in 
September 1931. (oss Rothrock) 


LEFT:This group of Colombian and BELOW: Peruvian aircraft on hand 


US. contract pilot celebrate in atthe start ofthe Leticia criss 
front of one ofthe AM hangars after included at leat two surviving 
graduation celebration, witha Vought UO-TA Corsair ofa batch 
modified Curtis Fledgling inthe acquired in September 1927. They 
background undergoing an engine were most colorful aircraft, painted 
change cca 1936, yellow overall which, with their 

(Co. ese Roto) ted/white/ed national roundels and 


rudder stripes, pls black service 
codes, made them highly visible. 


(va Sergio Kaiser) 
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LEFT: The single most potent aircraft 
_anallable to Colombia at the start of 
the isis wasa single Curtiss D-12 
Falcon, which had been acquired 
privately by famed Colombian 
aviator Te. Benjamin Méndez Rey. 
Named Ricaurt, for a Colombian 
patriot he completed a 4600 mile 
deliver fight from New Yorkin ate 
1928, sponsored by the newspaper 
Mundo at Dia, vi 8 


RIGHT: Ricaurte and her crew pose 
forthe press on 18 November 1928, 
just befor departing New York for 
Colombia. Although privately owned 
at the time, the aircraft bore fll 
petod Colombian national insignia 


(Cuts 


BELOW: Méndez and his back-seater, 
US, mechanic John T. Hunter 
(almost never named) mount the 
Falcon just prio to starting from 
the Canal Zone on the inal eg of 
their 1928 fight. though privately 
‘owned atthe time, the arcaft was 
full armament capable. (aim Dis 


ABOVE: The fight ofthe Ricaurte was not without incident, however 
The aircraft was damaged enroute at Coco Solo Naval ir Station inthe 
Panama Canal Zone and after valiant efforts by US. Navy personne, was 
recovered, repaired and enabled to complete her historic ight 


ABOVE: For reasons unknown, at east eight ofthe 12 Vought 02U-1E Corsairs 
had unusual alternating white/edsit-stripe rudder markings, instead of 

the conventional re/white/red thee-stripe Peruvian rudder convention. 
They were otherwise dark geen oveal, and had the four- poston national 
roundel placed quite far inboard on both the upper and lower wing surfaces. 
Fuselage codes were in ite numerals and characters as was the type 
manufacturer name on the vertical fir, (Seri 
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Curtiss D-12 Falcon, ‘Ricaurte, 
Tte, Benjamin Méndez Rey, 
Colombia, 1928 


BELOW. Relatives ofthe historic Douglas DWC Word Cruse of 1924 US. Amy Ai Service fame the Peruvian Navy 
acquited a total of four DT-2 torpedo bombers between 1925 and 1927, and 2-£-4, being beached here with a UO-1A in 
the background, saw limited use during the Leticia crisis (via Fed (Dicey 


LEFT Atleast one highly versatile 
Travel AirS-6000-8 transport was 
acquied by Per, and modified to 
‘what was termed ABA configuration, 
asshown here Coded 11P-2B, and 
float equipped, it made numerous 
Important freight fights tothe 

fron. via Nick Wat 
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LEFT: Representative of the odd 
collection of raining and utility 
aircraft possessed by Peru at the 
start ofthe confit, this ingle 
Travel AirE-4000 hada blind 

Alyng hood over the rear cockpit 
(probably borrowed from the single 
Consolidated PT), t shares the line 
With an equally exotic Hanrot 
18H-438 trainers and a Morane- 
Saulnier parasol tthe Las Palmas 
main operating base. Tis aircraft 
also displays the unusual CAP 
serial/ode combinations used at 
there. 


LEFT: As tensions with Peru escalated, Colombia began an almost frantic quest for competent aircraft to expand he tiny 
air arm, One proposed type that early resulted in an order, was the little-known Martin Model 125 Laner, a mult 
Purpose type similar tothe U.S. Navy BMT Curtiss was abl to offer earlier deliveries, and no orders materialized 

(Courtesy Dt John Brenan) 


LEFT/BELOW: Seeking a multi-purpose aircraft that coud extend patrolsint the ar south of the republicto the Ltia 
region, Colombia placed an order for aircraft known as the Loening Type CE/CT in December 1931. The cockpit has two 
«ew positon, fixed forward-fring gunn a special faring onthe upper wing a dorsal ring mount and &-3 bomb 
racks or various small and large caliber bombs. When the Colombians learned that Loening had used the aircraft asa 
Aeronstrator for ther potential customers, the oder was cancelled in October 1932 
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BELOW/BELOW LEFT: Oneof theft combat types acquired by Peru 
after the actual commencement of hostites were Douglas O38. 
(McOonnel Douglas via Harry Gann) 


RIGHT: 0-38Ps were capable of operating on wheels or floats. 2-VG-3 and 
2G 6 display this capability in ths October 1933 view. The fn, horizontal 
stabilizers and wings ae believed to have been painted yellow, while the 
fuselage was US. Army Air Corps blu. (via Pau Mat 


rar 


ABOVE: Rarely illustrated in service, the three nearest aircraftn this unique lineup, which includes three Fairey Seals and thee Curtis Hawa, all on floats are the Vought V-80Ps coded 2-C-1E,2-C-2E 


and 2-C-3E under the Roman numeral Il. Note that by this point black anti-glare panel has been added along the entire length ofthe upper fuselage of the fst two vi Serio Kaiser 
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RIGHT: Poorly documented the 
‘thre Vought 80? single-seat 
Crsairvariants that Pru contracted 
forin Api 1933 featured a primitive 
sliding cockpit canopy. (Vought) 


TR WARS 


LEFT‘ The two-gun armament of the 
1-80 was housed in faring in 
‘the upper main plane and did not 
require synchronizing gear, saving 
‘weight and increasing volume of 
fire. Upper wing and horizontal tail 
surfaces were painted yellow upon 
delivery. ince ths photograph was 
taken in May 1933, tisclear that 
‘the actual order must have been 
placed well befor then. (Vought) 


LEFT: Colombia commenced delivery 
ofthe first i ofan eventual total 
‘of notes than 29 Curtiss Model 
35-A'Sea Hawkl fighter-bombers in 
October 1932. Here, aSeaHawkon 
spatted wheel undercarriage shares 
acrovded hangar with several 
Curtiss (ylone Falcons (incuding 
sin 113) anda Fledgling 2, s/n 17 
(Cob. esse Rothrock 
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LEFT Theso-calledstage house” 
and wind te atthe maintaining 
base at Palanquer, with three 
Curtiss Sea Haws, including 

s/n 810, ontheline 


BELOW: Colombia was ble to field 
her vastaray of new aircraft only 
‘through the significant efforts 

cof amumber of contrat plots of 
US, German, Cuban and other 
nationalities Here, US pilots eft 
toright) Noble (a USNR Lieutenant 
‘Abe Peenstra and John H. Hayden 
(and tin the USAAC Reserve), 
with mechanic Al Brubeck, await 
students, with aie shack and 3 
Curtiss Sea Hawk on wheels inthe 
background. (ot 


ABOVE: The sheer number ofthe versatile Curtiss Sea Hawk ls acquired by Colombia due to the Leticia incident enabled 
her enlarged air arm to put formations such a this int the ara onetime. Al eight aircraft have the auxiliary belly slip 
tank and at last two are camouflaged. Serial visible indude B14 and 810, (aie 


Curtiss Sea Hawk II, s/n 814, 
‘ar, Colombia, ca.1932 


Colombian Aviaci6n Mil 
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BELOW: Seeking long-range bombardment aircraft that could reach the Leticia region and supplement the Dornier Wals, Colombia bought a single Consolidated P2Y-1Cin December 1932 with a cruising 
range of 1,000 miles, Here, its preparing to depart fr Colombia on December 28th. (Consolidates) 


ABOVE/RIGHT: After aval in Colombia, the P2Y-1C, AM 611 (given in some 
Sources as 610), was camouflaged. These views show the random application 
ofthe green pant over the doped aluminum and bare metal. Colombia 
attempted to acquit at last 11 more P2Y-1 starting in January 1934, but 
ealy delivery could note assured and ony the one was eventually acquired. 
Barely visible in oneview, the P2Y-1C had at this point the simple three-color 
‘oundel (red/yellow/blue) mentioned in the txt onthe wings, and the more 
complex Colombian insignia onthe rudders. (vi Hen. Nowara). 


Tre Sweelsh- built Junkers K 43do mult-pace combat aircraft were delivered to 
Colombia around September 1932 as AM 401 to 403, Seldom fully armed, they were 
‘more often used as transports similar tothe configuration of 403 seen here undergoing 
pier-side maintenance. (Heinz. Nowara via George. Kamp) 


ABOVE: Between March and May 
1933 the Colombians started taking 
delivery ofthe fst batch of sturdy 
Curtiss done Falcons, a total of t 
least 23 eventually being acquired. 
Here, one is shown just after roll-out 
atthe factory, note thethree-blade 
prop, (Curtis) 


ABOVE: lst visible nthe detail on this at-equipped Colombian Curtiss 
done Falcon, taken May 1, 1933, ate the ister mounts fortwo 30 caliber 
‘machine guns on the upper surfaces ofthe lower wings 
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LEFT: Although most often sen as, 
float-equpped, the lunkers 

X43do' could also be equipped with 
a complex wheel undercariage. 
Here, a group of Colombian and US. 
‘contrac personnel, including radio 
operator“BaldyTerl pase with 
‘ne, which shows deal ofthe 
underwing bomb racks. 


ABOVE: Colombia also acquired at east fie new-build Junker W 34h 
transport (again capable of carrying armament and conceived for wheels 
and floats) between June and September 1934, One ofthese, AM 408 
‘aashed near Retiro shorty thereafter, killing one ofthe AMS great leaders, 
German Oana, (a esse Rata 


ABOVE: Colombian Curtis Cyclone Falcon AM 117 with an auxiliary belly fuel 
slp tank Note that this example does not have the peculiar hal-canopy cover 
but, rather, two fai standard windscreens for both cockpits. There is no 
evidence of underwing bomb rack and the gun port inthe starboard wing 
hasbeen taped over, ndicating posible use asa transition trainet. 


Curtiss Cyclone Falcon, Colombian Aviacién 
Militar, Colombia, ca.1933 
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RIGHT: Showing details ofthe 
‘nique camouflage scheme applied 
toa number ofthe US. and German 
aircraft acquired by Colombia during 
the war essentially green splotches 
sprayed over the doped aluminum 
or bare metal -thisfloa-equipped 
Sea Haw, flown by US. pilot 
Wiackowitz, crashed into Cartagena 
By in June 1934 when the plot fll 
ut ofthe aircraft while performing 
aerobatics; he had not fastened his 
safety belts! (0. se Roto 


LEFT: Bearing the full camouflage 
treatment ofthe warzone Curtiss 
(lone Falcon serial AM 1113 
indicates the second use ofthis 
serial. Te forward sliding canopy 
over has been removed, bomb racks 
are in place, but there sno evidence 
of wing guns 


BELOW: Close-up lok atthe 
camouflage pattern on one ofthe 
Colombian Curtis Cyclone Falcons, 
andthe poston ofthe underwing 
bomb racks. The forward siding 
<anopy has been removed, The US. 
crew Jesse Rothrock and Noble, had 
just retumed from a reconnaissance 
mission the Leticia region 

hoc 


FGHT: Colombian Clone Falcon 
serial 111a onc again showing the 
random camouflage scheme from 
above. The national insignia ae on 
the wing extremities, a wel as on 
either side ofthe rudder. (Hen 


Curtiss Cyclone Falcon, s/n 111a, 
Colombian Aviacién Militar, 
Colombia, ca.1933 


Junkers Ju 52/3m, s/n AM621, Colombian 
Aviacion Militar, Colombia, ca.1933 


FIGHT: Colombia trio of Ju 52/3ms 
gave long and faithful service. Here, 
623 and 621 siton their beaching 
gear at neatly manicured base 


LEFT: Unbeknownst tothe 
Colombians, the Curtiss-Wright 
Export Corporation had aso sold 
thvee Curtis Sea Hawk isto the 
Peruvians, which had been delivered 
by January 1933, Also operated 

‘on floats, the Peruvians expressed 
alssatsfaction with their operating 
‘qualities. However this is belleved 
tohave been due to the low-octane 
fut used. Here, 1-C-1B sted 

‘up near Iquitos with one ofthe 
Hamilton H-45s in the background. 


ABOVE: This view of a Peruvian Curtiss Sea Hawk ll shows that it has been = 
painted nan nknowncoa sth edited ude stipes re daly : 
dare tissue hive been agen cls that wed on the 
O2U-1E Casts The cade onthe useage sie ae ce P See 
Ears Tesco lie aye Ain dee Curtiss Sea Haws Il, coded V/IVF-I, 
Cuerpo de Aeronautica Peruana, ca.1933 
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ABOVE: nits own quest for combat-wrthy aircraft, Perutumed to Europe ABOVE: Amongst a 35 aircraft deal landed by Fench brokers for Peru during the war, were ix rather angular Hanriot 
and, amongst other types acquired were six Fairey Foxlls (IV). Theforward _H-438 advanced trainer/general purpose aircraft with 240hp Loraine engines. These wer coded strangely, one having 
section ofthe fuselage from the cockpit area appears to have been painted a been 4/6-VE-4, These aircraft were armament capable. 

dark color and has been decorated with a sharks mouth! 


ABOVE: The largest element of 

‘the French pacage was 12Potez 
39A-2reconnalssance-bomber 
parasol monoplanes. The Peruvians 
had high hopes for these angular 
aircraft. Her, at least nine of them 
are online and at east that many 
are known to have ben night at 
nce (Pte) 


LEFT Fears of renewed hostites 
spurred Colombia to seek addtional 
multi-purpose aircraft. The ist of 
18 Consolidated Model 21s (marked 
on their rudders as°PT11C") arrived 
inMarch 1934 and, although 
ostensibly advanced trainer, had 
armament capability 

(General Dynamics!Conai 


ABOVE: As with nearly every aircraft RIGHT: In AM service, the 18 
acquired by Colombia during the Consolidated Model 21/PT11Cs 


Leticia perio, the Consolidated cared serials 30t047in numerals 
Model 21s alsohadto beable to onthe upperrudder (as on AM 32 
operate on floats. Notethe added shown here) and on the fuselage. 
Ventalfin attachment forwater They additionally dispensed with 
handling, the black cowl and engine cover 
(Consolidated via Peter M. Bowers) area the prototype. 


ol. lesse Rothrock) 
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/ABOVE/RIGHT: Ordered well before 
the tentative armistice, Colombia 
took delivery of three Curtiss Wright 
81-32 Condor bombertransports 
in May 1934. Shown herewith the 
‘wo dorsal “turretsin place, and 
ventral position visible in the lower 
reat fuselage, these were very much 
intended as combatants. 

(H.G Marin -402-F & C1564) 


BELOW: A strange group 
photograph, showing Colombian, 
US. and German aircrews freshly 
trained onthe new Curtiss-Wright 
Condor after one had been 
converted to wheel undercarriage 
(Col ese Rothrock) 


BELOW: One of the mighty Condos, 
‘with tures plac, ishandled near 
thebeach at Cartagena, next to 
«camouflaged (clone Falcon. 


(Col. Jesse Rothrock) 


ABOVE: The fst Colombian crews qualified onthe huge BT-32 Condor 
(qualifying on wheeled undercarriage first) under U.S. plots named Hawks 
and 0'Byme - possibly nomes de uere 
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LEFT Good view of one ofthe 
Colombian Condor on he beaching 
geatThe“turets were capable only 
of operating hand-held weapons 
and were traversed by using pedals 
Note the bombardier windows in 


the lower starboard nose. 


ABOVE: Never employed as bombers, the “tures” were eventually delete, although the aft ventral fighting postions 
remained. Here, F651 wears the newer style Colombian rudder stripes and serial postioning ety Synpson) 


‘ABOVE Very rarely illustrated, 
the Colombian AM acquired three 
Fairchild 2-7 aircraft via the 
Curtiss-Wright Export Corporation in 
July 1934, induding serial number 
50 seen here. (Cl esse Rotrock) 


ABOVE: A pre-delivery view of one RIGHT: Photographs ofthe 
ofthe angular Colombian Bellanca Colombian Bellanca Model 77-1405, 


Model 77-140, the fist two of in Colombia are very rare, So far 
which were not delivered until as an be determined, they never 
‘March 1935, nea the factory in operated on wheels - ony floats 
Delaware. va Bob Esposito) This view, often claimed tohave 


been taken in Colombia, was 
actally one ofthe second pai, 
taken in Delaware. 

via Fred CDi 
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LEFT: Acquired purely as transports, 
the Colombian AM bought four 
stutdy second-hand Ford Model 
5-ATB Wmotorsin 1934 and 1935, 
atleast one of which operated on 
flats. Tis one has the large letters 
ofthe previous operator, Shel, 
Painted over with aluminum dope 
under the starboard wing 

(aD. Gary Kuhn) 


ABOVE: The nal combat aiaft 
‘order for Colombia attributable to 
the Leica Incident was for three 
(originally to have been 18) Seversky 
SEV-3M-WW mult- purpose 
amphibians. Although marked "1° 
to°3 atthe factory, they gained AM 
serial numbers 181 to 183 in their 
rather disappointing service career. 
via Dave stows 


LEFT: This view of EV-3M-WW. 
15391 shows the dificult 
Configuration required for landing 
the aircraft andthe height ofthe 
pilot above the ground, a common 
omplaintin Colombian service. (va 
Bb Espst) 


LEFT: The SEV-3M-WWs appeared 
far more at home on ther flats 
‘and in the water than perched high 
‘on thei problematic retractable 
‘heels This example stil beasts 
testlicense X15391, n New York. 
The exact nature ofthe armament 
on these aircrafts debatable 

(a Bob sposto) 
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ABOVE: Unbeknownst to Colombia, 
Peru also acquired examples of 

the Curtiss Cyclone Falcon via the 
Curtiss-Wright Export Cop. asa 
result ofthe Leticia Incident. Rarely 
illustrated this example tied up near 
Iquitos wears ful service insignia 
and codes (aD Roberto Gel) 


RIGHT: The solitary Caproni Ca 113 
‘ighter’— actually very nimble 
aerobatics trainer, was acquired by 
Peru asa result ofthe war. One of 
the 135 medium bombers which 
followed later canbe een in the 
tight background (va Sra Kiser) 


ABOVE: Peru ordered 12 Caproni a 111 transport/bombers right off the 
Regia Aeronautica production ne, accepting even standard Italian color 
schemes to expedite delivery in une 1934 Some were apparent second 
hand s evidence of the italian Fasc insignia seen on this example being 
unloaded at Callao vi Roberto Genii 


ABOVE: Bomb racks an just be seen onthe belly ofthis Peruvian Ca 111 asit 
moves under power off Callao, with an almost standard Italian colonial paint 
scheme, (va Achille Rastel 


ABOVE: Nine US. crewmen and a Cuban pose at Cartagena in July 1934, From 
leftt right they are Leon Bald Terrel, Paterson, Brewster, Olin K. Haley, 
Mayor Terry (a Cuban), Wackowitz, Jesse Rothrock, Chappel and Kent. 

(Cal Jesse Rothrock) 


Vought 02U-1A Corsair, coded ‘33; Cuerpo de Aviacin, 


Ejercito de Cuba, Cuba, ca 1931 


hile momentous events were unfolding in the Chaco, Brazil and 
V: Leticia region, Cuban internal politics of the early 1930s 
were, to.a much smaller extent, marred by intermittent periads of 
revolution 


ry activity as well, and the small Cuerpo de Aviacion, Ejercito 
de Cuba was called upon to play a part 

Equipped entirely with U.S.-built aircraft, the small service, cream 
of the Cuban military establishment at the time, was mounted almost 


ABOVE: A formation view of AEC Vought 02U-1A Cosas revealing that, as 
of the time of the revolutionary activity on the island of Cuba, these examples 
had yellow erica fins and yellow upper wing surfaces, 


ABOVE: Cua was the only customer forthe so-called Curtis P-65 Cuban Hawk, three of which were acquired in January 
1930. This pre-delivery view of serial number 16, one ofthe aircraft involved inthe attacks onthe rebels, shows the 
‘athe bulbous forward fuselage and strengthened undercarriage unique to this limited Wasp-powered variant ofthe 


famous Haw family (Dean) 


exclusively on a number of Vought O2U-1A and O: 
virtually unique Curtiss P-6S Hawks. 


-3A Corsairs and 


Although seemingly of limited effectiveness, the attacks carried out 


by aircraft of this diminutive force were often credited with carrying 


the day for Government forces, and the download text describes these 


little-known actions in detail 


ABOVE: The principal aircraft involved in frustrating the 1931 “invasion of 
Cuba by an expedition on Gibara island were a number ofthe Vought 02U-1A 
Corsair, six of which had been recived in May 1929. Note thatthe white 
starin the Cuban national insignia ofthis period pointed aft (a Geog 


ABOVE: Taken lat inthe revolutionary period, Curtiss P65 Cuban Hawk 
serial number 18had yellow upper surfaces on both wings and horizontal 
tal surfaces. The serial was carried only onthe fuselage andthe insignia just 
barely visible on the fuselage is unidentified 

18 
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The Uruguayan Revolution 


Potez 25A-2, s/n 6, Uruguayan Aviacién Militar, 
during visit to Paraguay, March 1936 


generally pacific Republic of Uruguay, ofte das the — insurge eed them t 
Switzerland of Latin America’ ght year regime Potez 25A-2s, a type p 
Presidente Dr. Gabnekl Terra betweer 8 s War and in Brazilia 


al hands during the revolution just 
cited as the “machete dictatorship’. Event re w s lc well as some armed de Havilland D.H.82 Tiger Moths 
overthrow his cruel in January 1 ent AM ivil aircraft impressed by the Army 
were met by a number of aircraft of the " r forced their even a 
(AM) at the behest of the Terra regim successfully attacked tk 


ABOVE: Unlikely combatants, Uruguay/s A.M. pressed some ofthe intial batch 
of De Havilland D.H.82 Tiger Moths into service during the 1935 Revolution 
ABOVE: The venerable Potez25A-2 once again saw action in Latin America with Uruguay’sAviacén Militar during the as reconnaissance and light bombing aircraft. Serial number 18, pictured in 
shorlved revolution in Uruguay in January and February 1935. Serial number 6, seen here, saw act 1940, wears standard overall dak green scheme of the time. A Potez 2515, 
rebels starting on 4 February Its seen here in much the same color scheme during a visit to Paraguay in March Just vse inthe background. The aircraft were later re-serialedin the 600, 


A against 


Potez 25, s/n 404, Uruguayan Aviacién Militar, ca 1944 

Seven of Uruguay's nine dependable Potez 25 survived into June 1940, and during 
WW the survivors were reserialed 3s 401 to 407, These would have been amongst 
Uruguayan aircraft to defend her territorial waters had the Graf Spee sea battle 
closed into her waters. 


ACONCAGUA 


Junkers Ju 52/3m, D-AENF, ‘Aconcagua, Deutsche Lufthansa Sucursal, Chile 1941 


sa direct result of the Leticia Incident, desc end These aircraft, f 10 a combined air and ground force known 
forces, with nothing to do, pe assault into Ecuadorian territory in early July and quickly 
Classic ingredients for adventures by en an the poorly equipped and sparse Ecuadorian defense forces in 
found it expedient, through a number of qu ng the area 
factors (including an alleged German-engineered plot), t ough E managed to bring its few airworthy aircraft in 
territorial claims against neighboring Ecuador whic nparal r na capacity, the CAP enjoyed total air superiority 
was militarily very weak indeed an asion and, by 15 September, Peru had achieved 
Equipped with an amazing array of aircraft from the four corners all of its objectives. It did so not without however, as Ecuadorian 
of the earth, including French, British, Halian and U,S. types in the anti-aircraft gunners, to their credit, gave a good account of themselves 
majority, by July 1941 the Cuerpo de Ac CAP Th + of heroes for the CAP who a ortalized 
count amongst its inventory some of the latest and m dem fc neir homeland to this day, in spite of the 


available in Latin America, including North American NA-5¢ 


bombers, Northtop 8A-3P attack bombers, Caproni Ca 111 and Ca 310 


bombers, and Ca 114 fighters, and a host of other t 


ABOVE:Taken atthe factory, one BELOW: Alineupof four of the 
ofthe modern North American highly regarded NA-50 in the field 
“YR dee ox : NA-50s acquired by Peru, wasan_near Pizaro being armed for an 
NA-16 single-seat fighter-bomber attack on Ecuadoran positions Three 
<erivative. Note the bomb racks Caproni Ca 1145 an just be seen at 
ABOVE: Seen in Chile ona disaster asistance mission while stil bearing Lufthansa Sucursal markings and German onder ether wings cutboor of the endo the ne 


regjstration, this Junkers Ju 52/3m named Aconcagua’ apparently played a pat inthe commencement ofthe 1941 


the main gat 
hostilities between Peru and Ecuador. ie 


LEFT: A rare in-flight view of CAP 
NA-5041-1, Note the combat, 
chevron running aft on a diagonal 
from the leading edge ofthe wing 
The pennant on the fuselage joins 
with another stripe around the 
upper rear fuselage, giving some 
observers the impression that this 
was stylized arow. The insignia 
rear the nose was a unit emblem, 


BELOW/LEFT:A preserved example 
‘ofa CAP NA-50 mounted ona plinth 
The aircraft is displayed in semi 
authentic colors and is now in poor 
condition, (Hage 0 


‘ABOVE: The well-equipped Curtiss-Wright 19Rs could also mount an aualary 
fue tank under the fuselage center, 


‘ABOVE: The only modem types in 
the small Ecuadoran inventory were 
thre Curtiss-Wright 19R all-metal 
light combat aircraft, which were 
hastily readied for service atthe 
front These included the ist 
‘example recived, named Patti 
Note the unusual r-color bands on 
the underside ofthe wingtips rather 
than an Ecuadorian roundel, 


ABOVE: The Curtiss-Wright 198s 
‘ould each mount A-3 bomb racks 
under each wing 


LEFT: Rael ustated, the 
Ecuadorian Curtiss-Wright 198 
featured 30 caliber qun blisters 

on each wheel pant, as well as one 
synchronized forward ring machine 
gun. and one lib weapon. 


AGH The frst Caproni Ca 310 
forthe CAP siting just outside 
the Caproni“actory’ ner Lima 
sil bering its talon ci 
registration. Toth eft, one of 
the Ca 135 medium bombers is 
being assembled As faras an be 
determined they sate use 
during the wa, 


BELOW: Another view ofthe Caproni 
factory‘at Las Palmas, with the 
first fa numberof Caproni Ca 3105 
con the right together witha 

(2135 and atleast one Ca 100 being 
assembled in the lage hangar 
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co aes 


Republic P-47D Thunderbolt, coded ‘B3, 1.° Grupo de Caca, Brazil, ca 1945 


he extent to which the Second World War touched the western 
hemisphere and, for the purposes of this account, Latin America in 
particular, has somehow escaped a balanced accounting, and as a 


onsequence, this chapter may prove especially revealing to students of 


that greatest of global conflicts, 


Operations by the com owers in Latin America are included 


ince these very much affected the nations of the region, and, on th 


proader canvas, the war itself. Similarly, the wartime achievements 
several Latin American nations — notably Brazil and Mexico, both 


which sent units to active war theatres — but also 


ther nations of more 
modest means, who also made contributions commensurate with their 
capabilities, are included. 
Following the fall 


Pacific, fora time, the United States had to face the very real prospect of 


of France and the Japanese onslaught in the 


standing alone against the Axis pov 


combination of the Brit 


In retrospect, it was probably a 


tle of Britain, the disastray 


h victory in 


German invasion of the Soviet Union, the failure of Rommel in North 


Africa and the continued neutra restalled 
what United States planners felt sure would be a German adventure 
into mainland South America, part of the South 
Atlantic from French territories in Africa, 


Central to U.S. defense plans at this point was protecting the vital 


ty of Spain and Portugal that 


Panama Canal, as well as the approaches to that national asset and 


natural resources in the vicinity, not least of which was Venezuelan 
ich fields on the northeast hum of mainland 


oil and bauxite from the 


South America, 


The account in the download text describes the U.S. aviation forces 


deployed for these purposes in the Caribbean region as of 1941, and 
the subsequent crash build-up programme that was assembled to meet 


the totally surprising and aggressive Axis submarir 


hat commenced in February 1942 
he U-boats, rather than meetingand defeatingan expected 


Caribbean 


En; 


ging 
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surface or aircraft carrie-borne assault force bent on destroying or 
disabling the Canal, soon became the primary mission of the Allied 
defenders. To meet the submarine menace, the U.S. Caribbean Air 
Force (later redesignated as the Sixth Air Force) fielded a force that 
included Curtiss P-40, Bell P-39 and the ubiquitous Douglas B-18 
twin-engine bomber, which soon became the premier yet unheralded 
standard-bearer in the war on the Axis submarines. The download text 
describes a number of the engagements involving the daring submarine 
commanders, and the Allied response in dealing with them. 

U.S. Naval aviation, initially at a numeric disadvantage, by 1943 had 
been strengthened to the point where it was able to assume the primary 
responsibility for anti-submarine work, The torch gradually shifted to 
aircraft of that service ~ including both conventional land-based patrol 
bombers, flying boats, amphibians and blimps, some operating. as far 
north as Cuba and as far south as Rio de Janeiro, Br 
into the Pacific as far as the mysterious Galapagos Island 
aviators had pioneered the way. 

The download text includes a detailed listing of known submarine 
engagements, the aircraft and units involved, and the claims registered, 
for U.S. Army Air Forces, U.S. Navy aviation units, Royal Air Force, as 
well as Brazilian Air Force u 

Argentina, which remained neutral but sympathetic to the USA 
throughout nearly the entire wartime period, is described briefly, as 
her efficient military and significant economic and agricultural capacity 
could have easily influenced the course of events in the region, had 
her leadership elected to enter the war on the Axis side, as was widely 
expected. 

Brazil, which besides fielding a highly decorated and exceptionally 
courageous P-47 equipped fighter-bomber unit to ttaly to. serve 
alongside the USAAF in 1944, also conducted a large number of 
unheralded coastal patrol and anti-submarine missions during the wat. 
These are also dealt with at length, 


as well as west 
, where Army 


Chile, another major Latin American nation with extensive natural 
resources vital to the Allied cause, shared with Brazil and Argentina 
the sensitive political issue of sizeable German and Italian colonies, 
numbers of whom displayed more than outright sympathy for the Axis 
cause, As a result, the U.S. bestowed considerable Lend-Lease largesse 
on the Chilean armed forces, who responded by engaging in largely 
omamental coastal and anti-submarine and surface vessel patrols of its 
extensive coastline throughout most of the war, although the potential 
for Axis action was remote in the extreme 

Even Colombia, perhaps owing to her proximity to the Panama 
Canal, as well as El Salvador, Cuba, Guatemala, Honduras, Uruguay 
and even impoverished Haiti contributed, in their own small ways, to 
the war effort with modest results, and each nation established limited 
coastal and ant-submarine patrols to help unmask the marauding 
U-boats 

It is seldom recognized that Mexico was a genuine concern of the 
USS. at the beginning of the war, since repeated alerts were sounded 
that the Japanese had intentions of landing an invasion force on the 
very thinly defended Pacific coast of that nation, and from there launch 
a drive north into the soft underbelly of the mainland U.S. Although 
far-fetched viewed from the perspective of 60 years on, the alarms 
that were raised and the extensive U.S. investment in mapping and 
documenting every airfield and landing ground in Mexico, as well as 
providing Mexico for the first time with state-of-the art aircraft with 
which to patrol her coasts, attested to the emphasis and very genuine 
US. concerns that existed at that time. 

Mexico, like Brazil, desired a more active role in the war, especially 
after she suffered a number of unprovoked merchant ship sinkings in 
her coastal and Gulf of Mexico waters, a needless excess by the Germans 
that enraged the Mexican populace, as in Brazil, Late in the war, Mexico 
also fielded an active P-47 fighter-bomber squadron to the Pacific, to 
oper nd they served with distinetion 


rte alongside U.S, forces there, 


LEFT: Resplendent in pre-Pearl 
Harbor US. Army Air Corps 


ABOVE: This Curtiss P-36A ofthe 
16th Pursuit Groups 43rd Pursuit 


‘markings, this Curtiss P-36A ofthe Squadron, coded 16P63'(USAAC 

‘6th Pursuit Group, stationed inthe serial number 38-53) was highly 

Panama Canal Zone and environs, polished, and was the pride of the 

«constituted the most modern ‘pre-Peart Harbor Ai Corps defenses 

interceptors in the areaasofJune in Panama, (im Dias) 

1941. This aircraft was coded 16P33: 

(im Das) 
LEFT: The 16th Pursuit Group and 
32nd Pursuit Group, represented 
here by a Curtiss P-36A ofthe 
29th Pursuit Squadron, often 
deployed to Rio Hato, about 80 
miles west ofthe Panama Cana, 


‘animportant alternate base. The 
Douglas B-18is from the 44th 
Reconnaissance Squadron. (im Das) 
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‘ABOVE: USAAC 16th Pursuit Group 
Curtiss P-36As onthe line at Rio 
Hato, Panama, The ist aircrafts, 
from the 24th Pursuit Squadron, the 
second from the 43rd. lim Dis) 


LEFT Curtiss P-36As, redesignated 
as RP-36As, remained on strength 
withthe successor tothe USAACS 
Caribbean Air Force the Sith Air 
Force as ate as 20 June 1944. Ths, 
asin fact that last one to serve 

in Panama, serial number 38-37, 
while serving in 1941 with the 29th 
Pursuit Squadron coded" 16P34'at 
Rio Hata. (im Dis) 


LEFT: Note the bisected nase cow 
Colors on this 16th Pursuit Group 
Curtis P-36A andthe 16th Pursuit 
Group crest onthe fuselage. These, 
together with the three-color bands 
around the rear fuselage indicate 
this waste Group Commander’ 
aircraft. (im Dias) 


LEFT: Curtiss P-36As onl lightly 
‘outnumbered Boeing P-26Asin the 
Panama Canal Zone slate as June 
1941 (17P-36s and 14P-265) Ths 
32nd Pursuit Group aircraft retains 
the classic pre-war blue fuselage 
with yellow wings and vertical i, 
but additionally has had the wheel 
spats and cow painted white 

(im is) 
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RIGHT: Seven Boeing RP-26As 
remained on strength nthe Sith 
Air Force as late as May 1943, This 
example belonged tothe 32nd 
Pursuit Group as of Peart Harbor, and 
has bomb racks under the center 
line, seldom strated i is) 


LEFT: Neverilustated before, this 
Panama based Boeing P-26A was 
apparently adorned for some special 
‘occasion with very unusual condor’ 
claws and legs The insignia just aft 
ofthe cockpits unknown, 

(va Dave Ostrowski) 


LEFT: A third Pursuit Group, the 
37th, was formed ftom cadres ofthe 
expanding Air Corps establishment 
inthe Canal Zone, although intialy 
very under strength Here, six 
Boeing P-26As, two Curtiss P-36As 
and a Grumman OA-9 ofthe Group 
are een at Rio Hato afte activation 
in February 1940 (im D 


ABOVE: The mos significant 
aircraft in the US. Caribbean 
defense scheme, numerically at 

the beginning of the Second World 
War were 27 Douglas B-18s and 17 
improved 8-184. Much maligned in 
the post-war press the USAAC crews 
ho lew them on anti-submarine 
patrols praised them. This B-T8A 
was withthe 25th Bomb Group 
(just after being deployed to St 
Thomas in the Virgin landsin 1941 
(Herman C Wood) 
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LEFT: The mast modem attack ABOVE: Along with other between: 


aircraft avaiable tothe defenders the-warstypes, 13 Northrop 
ofthe Gribbean were 13 A-T7s with fed landing gear were 
Douglas A-20As. These highly deployed to Panama, induding 
versatile araft figured prominently _HO3'which was apparently 

in ealy anti-submarine actions assigned to Headquarters, 12th 
and this example, USAAF 40-120, Pursuit Wing circa August 1941 for 


survived to serve withthe 23rdTow communications purposes. Note the 
Target Squadron in the Canal Zone two-color engine cow, 

bby March 1944, complete with nose 

art 


ABOVE: Aircraft ofthe Sith Air Force adopted camouflage schemes not 
in other theaters on USAAF aircraft, as on these North American 0-47As oft 
“~ 1st Observation Squadron which operated mainly on the Pacific side of the 
isthmus before converting to 8-185. sk 


ABOVE: Avery rae pre-war color 
view of one of the 39th Observation 
‘Squadron North American 0-47As 
‘on patrol in typical Caribbean skies 


AGH: defor theFnely 
coastal patois and inte sand 
reconnaissance missions peculiar to 
the Caribbean this North American 
(0-47Aof the 3th Observation 
Squadron (3983) was one of 12 
that inal ative, i 
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ABOVE: As of June 1941, asolitary 
Grumman OA-9 amphibian was 
assigned othe 12h Pursuit 

Wing for transportation and 
air-sea-rescue duties in Panama as 
"202; but otherwise in pre-war 
biueyellow colors. ts probably 
38-573, (in Da 


AIGHT: By the middle WW2 years, 
the most common interceptor 
airraft inthe Sinth Ai Force 
region wer versions ofthe Bell 
39 Alracoba. Thisrather worn 
39K wasa 29th Fighter Squadron 
alrraf field nurber24; pictured 


here at Albrook Field (va Ba Ty). 


Boeing B-17E Flying Fortress, s/n 41-2504, 
Panama Interceptor Command, Panama 


RUGHT: One of the greatest boosts 

{to Panamai long-range patrol force 
‘were nine brand-new Boeing 8-17Es 
hich started to arrive in June 194, 
{including 41-2504, which lew 
down in April 1942, seen here ona 
{typical low-altitude coastal pat 


‘Note the radar antenna onthe nose, 


FIGHT: Duting the second half of 
1941, Panama’ defenses were 
bolstered by an influx of Curtiss 
P-40Bs and seven P-40C, including 
59’ seen here atthe deployment 
strip at Agua Dulce, Panama, 


TEE 
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ABOVE: Another manifestation ofthe hasty camouflage painted on Caribbean 
based aircraft afte Peat Harbor, ths Th Pursuit Group Curtis -408"16P44 
a deployed atone ofthe many aula fighter strips in Panama, 


‘ABOVE: The venerable Douglas \ 
8-18, rugged as they were, could 
‘not always cope withthe primitive 
‘operating conditions This 

‘st Reconnaissance Squadron 
(formerly Observation), 36-291, 
‘became mired upto its whee! wells 
at Blefiels, Nicaragua atthe end 
ofa Caribbean patrol ar 

ery Sympson 


RIGHT: The atv of MAD gear for 
‘the anti-submarine forces by Api 
1943 altered the campaign against 
the U:boats for good. Tis line-up of 
‘417th Bomb Squadron Detachment 
atCamaguey, Cuba induded a 
B-18A, 37-474 although thas 
clearly been converted to B-188 
standard) as well as two non- MAD 
8-188s,37-559.and 39-24, Note 
the variation nthe sizeof the US 
insignia but retention of tres, (04) 


/ABOVE/ABOVE RIGHT vivid example ofthe often unique camouflage 
Schemes worn by Sixth Ai Force arraft, this 20th Troop Carle Squadron 
Douglas -49C (41-7721) was photographed in 1942, (Lk 


Douglas C-49C, s/n 41-7721, 20th Troop Carrier Squadron, 
US Sixth Air Force, 1942 


ABOVE:The Sith Air Force covered LEFT/BELOW: The atraft that 
an immense geographical area, became the solitary USAAF Junkers 
and asa direct consequence, hada C-79 was none other than the 
Constant requirement for transport Junkers Ju52/3mAcaonagua' which 


aitraft of llkinds. This Fairchild played a central role inthe the 1941 
'UC.61, 41-38795, squadron number war between Ecuador and Peru 
‘beats the unique camouflage aL Kean 

sported by arr ofthis har 


working unit as of May 1943, 


Junkers C-79, s/n 42-52883, 20th Troop Carrier Squadron, 
US Sixth Air Force, 1942 


ABOVE: Desperate for anything 
that could carry cargo or troops, 
the hard-pressed 20th Toop Cari 
Squadron found itself with the 
‘one-and-only Hamilton UC-89 by 
December 1942. Ithad been onthe 
Panama civil register as R12. The 
pilot appears tobe holding his head 
inti (Ke 
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ABOVE: Asin other war theaters, 
fis echelon maintenance was often 
avery open air aff The crew of 
this Tst Reconnaissance Squadron 
Douglas B-18A prepare the aircraft 
for yet another lonely, dangerous 
patrol, Note the 30 caliber machine 
unin the lower nose turret mount 


LEFT: Seldom seen in formation, 
these three Douglas B-18As ofthe 
12th Bomb Squadron flew much 

oftheir anti-submarine war from 
Guiana bases, (USAF 21363AC) 


LEFT: The weary Douglas 8-185, 
remained vital tothe Caribbean 
antisubmarine campaign well 
Into 1943, when replaced by more 
modern aircraft The crew of 36-275, 
Drepare for another long patrol, 

and the ancient gun ture is fully 
equipped with its single 30 caliber 
dun. (USAF) 
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ABOVE: Extolled for her sevice in 
the Far East early inthe war, i fact 
the hybrid B-17D which came to 
bbe known as The Swoose received 
the bulk of her modifications and 
saw most of her wartime service 
inthe Caribbean. Here isa seldom 
seen view of her namesake artwork 
‘on the starboard rear fuselage, at 
Port-au-Prince, Hat, in March 1983 


/ABOVE/RIGHT; Another one-of-a 
kind aircraft to see very extensive 
service in the Caribbean theater 
during the war was the Boeing 
X-15, shown herein 1944 on the 
Galapagos. too, was assigned to 
the 20th Troop Cartier Squadron 


AIGHT: By the height ofthe 
antisubmarine campaign the 
hard-pressed Shxth Ai Force B18 
had been supplemented by small 
‘numbers of Consolidated LB-30 and 
B-240 Liberators, which proved 
ideal for the long patrols. This is 
240 41-23662, which finally 
aived in Panama in September 
1942, pictured here in 1944 with the 
special night patrol scheme, 


LEFT: Although blumed ths isa very 
rae view of 3rd Bomb Squadron 
Consolidated 8-30 Liberator as 
Inland atthe end ofthe very 
long patrol arcat David, Panama, 
‘inbound from the Galapagos. The 
undersurface scheme of nterest. 


BELOW: As the demands ofthe 
‘more active war theaters eased, 
the long-range patrol elements of 
the Sixth Ait Force finaly received 
ew aircraft, These included 12 
Consolidated B-24Ms, including 
4451589, shown here with the 
night patrol color scheme used 
byaircraft operating from the 
Galapagos with the 29h Bomb 


Squadron, (Chuck Mes 
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During the early months ofthe war US. Caribbean Alt Force inteligence 
services kept avery close eye on several arcraf of Axi origins that were 
within striking range of the vital Panama Canal. These include: 
(LEFT), a single Fiat BA.20 operated by Venezuela as late as August 1944 

x small squadron of Caproni Ca 135s (BELOW), operated 
by Peru (Sergio Kase), a small numberof Junkers Ju $2/3ms(BELOW/LEFT), 
armament capable, operating in Colombia and a bomb-rack equipped Curtiss 
Wright T-32C Condor (BOTTOM), operated by Honduras, (Author Collection) 


Curtiss-Wright T-32€ Condor, 7, 
Fuerza Aérea Hondureiia, ca, 1944 


Junkers Ju 52/3m, coded ‘625; Colombian Aviacién 


Militar, Colombia, ca 1944 


LEFT: The aray of airaft sed in 
Panama, which have intrigued 
aviation historians for half century, 
Included two Luscombe aia 
including UC-9042-79550 Junior 
assigned to Headquarters and 
Headquarters Squadron, Sixth Ait 
Fce, by 1944, 
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ABOVE: MMB/C).F. Connally excitedly describes to a Rear Admiral and an 
Army General how his PBY-5, -1'ofP-S3, sank a German submarine, 
1-156, on 8 March 1943, Iwas the fst confirmed Trinidad-basd sinking 
isthid fom right, Note the antenna aray 


LEFT: During the intial German 
submarine attacks on Aruba and 
Curacao, one of the frstairraftto 
respond was an armed Fokker FXVI 
ofthe Netherlands West Indies 
Defense Forces, former KNILM 
PL-AIO Oriol (va R. von Kale) 


ABOVE: From the autumn of 1942, 
aviation units ofthe US. Navy 
assumed ever greater esponsibility 
forthe ar war against Axis 
sulbmarinesin the Caribbean and 
down the Antilles cain into the 
‘hump’ of Brazil. Tis Consolidated 
PBY-5 Catalina ofVP-92, coded 
“92-710 was operating from 
‘Guantanamo Bay NAS, Cuba 
May 1942, (NARA RGBO-G 1 


LEFT Never illustrated in print 
before thisis the US. Navy seaplane 
base inthe Galapagos Islands, from 
here very long anti-submarine 
patrols were flown over the Pacific 
approaches tothe Panama Canal. 
The PBY-S on the ramp has depth 
‘bombs on ts wing racks. 
(NARA RG80-6 #82 
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LEFT: numberof epic airraft- 
vetsu-submarine gun battles 
‘were fought in the Caribbean and 
adjacent waters between German 
Uboats onthe surface and Martin 
PBN-3 Marine's. Tis PM-3,?-4; 
\was operating from Natal, Brazil as 
of April 1945, and istypical ofthe 
color schemes wor. 


ARA RG8O- #49003) 


RIGHT: US. Navy aviation nthe 
Caribbean and Latin America was 
very small at the stato the wat, 
but gradually bult to assume a 
majo share of the responsibilities 
which had been shouldered largely 
by the Siath Ai Force. An unusual 
aircraft operating in support of 
the Sixt’ equally dispersed units 
was this modified Consolidated 
“PBY-S-R’ based at Coco Solo NAS, 
Canal Zone, by 1944, Buk 1245, 
INARA RGBO-6) 


LEFI/FAR LEFT: U.S Navy anti 
submarine units had received 
Consolidated PBAY-1Liberators 
by late 1944, including these two 
attractively decorated examples 
‘operated by squadrons of FAW-16 
in Brazil 


RIGHT: Te ist US. Navy blimp to 
See service in the Caribbean was 
84'of 2-51, starting in February 
1943. tis seen here preparing fora 
patrol on 14 October 1943, Note the 
gun ture at upper right, and the 
depth bombs onthe starboard lower 
side ofthe gondola 

NARA 680-6 #55198) 
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‘ABOVE: Argentina’ Comando de Aviacién Naval (CAN) had primary responsibility for coastal patrols during the war, 
‘Amost unlikely patrol aircraft that was pressed into this role, was atleast one of her Curtiss-Wright T-32 Condor’, 


ABOVE: Until the artval of 
Lend-Lease equipment, Brazil 
‘conducted very long coastal and 
antisubmarine patrols with an 
astonishing array of alcaft. These 
Included Brazilian Navy Focke-Wulf 
Fw 588-25, some of which had been 
assembled in Braz 


ABOVE: Broan patrol units aso 
Conducted patrols with Vultee 
v-n168: 


s When that country 
the Second World War (i 


RIGHT: Another patrol alcraft used 
by Brazil early in the war were 

some of her North American NA-445 
NA-723), which were very colorfully 
marked indeed, 


ABOVE: Latercovered retroactively RIGHT: Wit the Brazian star 
by Lend-Lease, a number of Curtiss national insignia painted on a 


-36Aswere sent to the'hump'of white background dis, thsis the 
Brazil from Panama under Defense North American B-258 Mitchel, 
‘id and operated jointly by U.S, FAB, that carried out one of the 
and Bralian crews tobolsterthe fist raza attacks ona German 
defenses ofthat vital region. Here, U-boat n Bazan waters 

(03 formerly USAAC38-43) Iseen (ve Gustavo 


at Fortaleza in February 1942, 
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LEFT Bra very proudly fielded her 
‘own highly-trained anti-submarine 
Consolidated PBY-5A Catalina 
equipped unit late inthe war, Note 
the unusual combination of white 
fuselage on'14 andthe US. Navy 
bie on the upper engine cowings 
and upper wing. Although the 
caewen were a mix of Navy and Air 
Force personnel the aircraft were 
‘operated bythe Air Force. 


LEFT/ABOVE: Republic P-470 Thunderbolts, tl bearing the markings they 
‘wore while in italy with the 1® GAvCa, where they served with distinction, 


Republic P-47D Thunderbolt, coded 
G3) 1.° Grupo de Caca, Brazil, ca 1945 


LEFT: Perhaps the strangest 
potential combatant ofthe 
Caribbean anti-submarine campaign 
was this Haitian Ar Corps Douglas 
(0-38 which came to ref on the 
harsh coastline during one such 
patrol in 1943, Note the depth 
charge which had tor loose during 
the rash landing inthe foreground 
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‘ABOVE: Colombia conducted RIGHT: Early inthe war, Mexico’ 
anti-submarine patrols along her chef contribution tothe ause was 
Caribbean coast using Lend-Lease anti-submarine and coastal patrols 
supplied North American AT6 from some very isolated locations 
Tevans and Curtiss done Falcons, This par of unsealed AT-68 Texans, 
which were refered by this time armed with 100 pound bombs, wore 
for reasons unknown as'F-8s: This olive drab camouflage from their 


example was based at Barranquilla Caribbean coastal patrol base. 1g 
aslate as January 1944 (AC) quel 


9 Santlago 


ABOVE: A Cuban North American 


AY-6C,CAEC 106, ets out on an ant: 
submarine patrol along her northern 
coast dutng the wat. Note the very 
small caliber bombs suspended 
under each wing 


North American AT-6C, coded ‘106, 


Cuerpo de Aviacin, Eercito de 
Cuba, Cuba, 1943 


North American AT-68 Texan, Fuerza Aérea Mexicana, 
Mexico 1942-43 
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RIGHT The all-Mesican 201 Escuadron deployed with US. forces during the 
retaking ofthe Philippines lat inthe war nitaly equipped with hand-me- 
‘down P-47D Thunderbolts, it soon received its own Lend-Lease P-47Ds such 
5 44-33722/"20" seen herein fll unitmarkings. (se Vile 


ABOVE: Besides an ever increasing numberof AT6s and oder service types 
used onthe extensive net of coastal patrols, both the Mexican AirForce and 
Navy eceived Vought-Sikorsky 052U-3 Kingfishers for this and convoy escort, 
ties These at fore aircraft have just been delivered serials 69 to 74 the 
old pre-war series (ater 025-4501 to 025-4506), 


AUGHT Rarely iustrated in color, Mescan 20} Fscuadron Republic P-47D 
Thunderbolt 44-33721/"18"fles patrol over Aled warships near Luzon, Note 
thatthe Mexican national insignia was cried onthe upper ight wing and 
rudder, andthe US. insignla on the fuselage and upper et wing, 


Republic P-47D Thunderbolt, 44-33721/'18, 201 
Escuadron, Fuerza Aérea Mexicana, 
Luzon, Philippines, June 1945 


Vought-Sikorsky 0S2U-3 Kingfisher, coded 73; 
Fuerza Aérea Mexicana, Mexico 1942 


a 


ABOVE Tiny Salvador, in Central America, mounted an intermittent coastal and anti-submarine patrol along her 
ABOVE: Another unlikely warrior inthe anti-submarine war was the Pacific coastin during the war yeas asa small contribution tothe Alle war effort. Besides Lend-Lease Noth 
Honduran Stinson Mode!“O” Senior, one of which was lost under unknown American AT6s, one or two of the best surviving Bergamaschi/Capron AP attack aircraft were believed briefly used 
clcumstances while on such apatro.(NARA R165 #17/-0) before damage to their wooden wings rendered them inoperable Auth’ Colleton 
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AIGHT: Across the iver from 
Buenos Aes Argentina, the 

small Uruguayan Avici Naval 
conducted numerous coastal and 
anti-submarine patos from bases 
‘near Montevideo, Hee, pilot E Falo 
and gunner 0 Alonso fly near the 
‘main operating base. Uruguayan 
Naval aircraft wore diferent 
rudder insignia than their al force 
counterparts, 
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Vought-Sikorsky 0S2U-3 Kingfisher, coded 308; Fuerza Aérea Nacional, Chile, late 1942 
(Originally intended forthe Chilean Navy, which had all but dismantled is aviation component, coast patrols were aso flown by 
(02U-3 Kingfishers supplied tothe Fuerza Area de Chile during the wa, induding 308 


olombian Civil War 


C-47A-30-DK, coded FAC 650, Fuerza Aérea Colombiana, Colombia, 1979 


nd divergent population centers, World War Two brought only 


BR: by daunting geographic challenges, with widely dispersed 


temporary cessation of internal dissent in Colombia, No sooner 
than the Axis were defeated, than the nation soon launched into what 
seems like an almost never ending series of internal 
it day 
transformed into the devastating infrastructure that is fueling much of 
the worlds appetite for 

Inthe beginning, however, the ideals that motivated Colombian rebel 


elements were similar to those expressed so often elsewhere; economic 


in retrospect 


disorders that have continued to the pre These have since 


egal drugs 


agra 
existing oligarchy, a pethaps simplistic but almost universal theme in 
Latin America in one form or another 


in and political reforms aimed at destroying or replacing the 


The Colombian armed forces, which had modernized considerably 
during and afier the so-called ‘Leticia Incident’ with Peru in the 1930s, 
and which also benefited from Lend-Lease durin 1 the 
replacement American Republics Projects (ARP) afterwards, organized 
to meet this challenge and defend the integrity of the established 


national government. This of course included nearly all of the fairly 
modest Fuerza Aérea Colombiana (FAC), which during the intervening, 
60 years, must surely be counted as being amongst the most experienced 
in terms of anti-guerrilla operations on the planet 

Starting operations with left-over types from the Leticia period 
and Lend-Lease, the FAC gradually adapted 
with the insurgency, ineluding armed AT-6 Texans and Republic P-47D 
Thunderbolts, as well as an ever expanding helicopter fleet 

By the mid-1950s, the FAC was struggling to man a force that could 


jore potent types to deal 


not only meet its Rio Pact obligations as a conventional air force with 
national defense capabilities, with the seemingly perpetual demands 
of counter-insurgency, a role which inhibited the use of very capable 
aircraft acquired under the auspices of the Military Assistance Programs 
(MDAP). 

This chapter remains, intentionally open ended, as the history of 
the FAC and its counter-insurgency operations is very much continuing, 
and will only be adequately chronicled when it can at last said to be 
over and done with 


Astalwat throughout the period of internal turmai in Colombia, 
‘even to this day, wasa lage fleet of assorted Douglas C475 Here, FAC 
£650, the very frst Colombian C-47A-30-DK, is een in 1979 wearing 
‘essentially the same color scheme she had when delivered under 
Lend-Lease late in the Second World War. (MAP 198 
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AUGHT: Besides mounting armament 
ofall sorts on virtually every aircraft 
inthe inventory to combat the 
uertilas, Colombia retained quitea 
few ofthe atcraft used in the Lei 
Incident’of the 1930s including 
‘Junkers 52/3ms Here, FAC-625, 
shares the ramp with AT-6FAC-703 
and, in the distant background, four 
Curtis Hawk ls, two of them still on 
foatsin this 1948 photograph! 


‘ABOVE: The trio of Rawdon T-1 had a.30 caliber qunin each wing, and ight 
bob racks beneath the fuselage So armed, they were obliged toy as 
single-seat atraft. (Author Colton) 


AGH: One ofthe principal elements employed bythe FAC during the is, 
bite period of queria warfare and afterward was sizeable fleet of 
Republic -470 Thunderbolts acquired via the ARP and MOAP programs, Hee, 
«crew pose beside ahome-made napalm canister, a weapon the US, would 
nt supply under MDAP. (an Diego Aeospa 


though emerging nominally as the victor on the ground at the 
Awe of the Chaco War with Bolivia, Paraguay was exhausted 

on several levels, not least financially and, in human terms, from a 
manpower standpoint 

The result of the war was that the Military gained considerable 
prestige in national events, and perpetuated the fear that the Boliyians 
might again descend from their mountain fastness to threate 
of the nation, 


the very 


As a consequence, the country tearmed modestly 


Vultee BT-13A, Fuerza Aérea Gubernista, 
coded 65, Nu-Guazu, Paraguay, 1947 


‘ABOVE: Colombia was one of 
the ist nations to recognize the 
tty of fightly armed aircraft 

that woud later be termed COIN 
(Counter insurgency) types. This 
ted tothe purchase of thre rarely 
seen Rawdon T-1 in February 1953, 
serials FAC-120 to FAC-122 


and became in all but name a reflection 
was sweeping Europe by the end of the 1930s. Many Paraguayans, 


f the Axis temperament that 


amongst whom German and Italian surnames were very prevalent and 
prominent, frankly believed during the early stages of World War Two 
A ms would prevail, and the sitting regime took 
strength in this belief 

Allied victory, however, encouraged opposition forces, and the 
sitting regime was obliged to liberalize, but not fast enough nor in 


at German and Italian a 


sufficient det 
By 194 
but disappeared, and a combination of 1930s acquisitions and limited 
end-Lease supplied aircralt, totaling not more than 31 of all types, were 
the total assets available to the Government 
became almost evenly split when factions loyal to the sitting government 
and the revolutionary el 
against each other 


I 10 satisfy the opposition: 


the remnants of the Chaco War era aircraft fleet had all 


These, as it turned out 


ments chose sides and commenced hostilities 


This confrontation soon took on almost operatic character, as 
Fairchild PT-19A primary trainers, North American AT-6Cs, Naval 
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Aircraft Factory N3N-3 biplanes and assorted ancillary types became 
ad hoc attack aircraft, carrying such weapons as they could bring to 


bear against each othe 


These included attacks against ground forces as 
well as against surface vessels on the main rivers, and regardless of the 
politics of their crews, involved enormous courage and determination 
in taking such fragile aircraft into harm’ way. 

The 1947 Paraguayan Civil Wa 
it was almost certainly the last instance in which biplanes engaged in 


holds one particular distinetion: 


hostile actions in the Western Hemisphere 


ABOVE: Loyalist Fuerza Aérea 
Gubermista Vultee BT-13As and 
AT-6 finaly responded toa 
ruber of rebel assaults. Exactly 
how the BT-135 were configured to 
Carty bombsis uncertain, although 
Some modifications to the baggage 
compartment were apparently 
Involved. Thisis serial number’ 
at u-Guaz aerodrome just before 
the revolution with Tt, Lorenzo 
Aliana in the center. via Antonio 
Luis Sapienza) 


ABOVE: During a night 
reconnaissance of ebel positions 
‘on 2 uly, loyalist pilot Te.1° PAM. 
Lorenzo Aliana was mortally 
wounded by ground fire, although 
hisback-seater managed to land the 
aircraft and survive, Lorenzo Alina 
thus gained the mos unlikely honor 
of having been the only aman to 
ever be lost whil piloting aPT-19 in 
action (via Antonio Luis Sapienza) 


ABOVE: tl bearing essentially 
Paraguayan national markings, 
this Lend-Lease supplied Fairchild 
T-19A wasin rebel hands when 
photographed a Concepcién in 
April 1947 


LEFT: On 17 Api one ofthe leaders 
ofthe rebel cause, Coronel Rafael 
Franco, atved in rather modest 
fashion at Concepcién aboard a 
Paraguayan Naval Aircraft Factory 
NN float plane, coded E:3. 


ia Antonio Luts Saplenza) 


‘One ofthe strangest aircraft to be involved in the revolutionary activity in Paraguay 
in 1947 was ths Vought Sikorsky V5-44A, bearing the Uruguayan civil egistration 
(OKAIR. Operated nominally by an aitne named TAC, t was actually used to fly arms 
tothe rebels Nery Mendibaru via Antonio Luis Sapienza) 
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RIGHT: Plots and crews ofthe 
so-called Arma Aérea Revolucionaia 
pose before the appendage of ne 
ofthe Vultee BT-13As which they 
had seiaed, at ther operating base 
at Concepcin. Nate the crudely 
painted black“V"on the fuselage, 
‘one of the few attempts to alter the 
‘markings ofthe rebel aircraft from 
those operated bythe Government. 
via Artono Ls Spl 


ABOVE: Some unidentified loyalist 
pilots pose in front of one of the 

hash-marked Goverment aircraft 
‘during the revolution, probably an 
A 


Vultee BT-13A, Arma Aérea 
Revolucionaria, Concepcién, 
Paraguay, 1947 


Vultee BT-13A, Fuerza Aérea Gubernista, 
Paraguay, 1947 


ABOVE: The stalwart Vultee UGH: As the loyalist aircraft went 
BT-13As supplied to Paraguay int action, it became clear that 
Under Lend-Lease during the war Some means was needed t identify 
hadno armament capability when them against the rebel aircraft 
manufactured, Both rebel and loyal Hence, a tri-color hash-mark was 
forces used them inaction in spite painted on the rear fuselages and 
ofthis Her, four BT-13Asshare the outer wing panel of mos aircraft, 
line with two AT-6. while the vertical fins and horizontal 
(a Antoin Lus Sapienza) tals wer painted red, 


the Caribbean Legion Period 


Lockheed P-38L-5-VN Lightning, coded ‘126, 


(formerly s/n 43-50310, NL-75666) Fuerza Aérea del Ejército de Cuba, 1947 


Tot IO a Coe Sate & onan Ie abled oapaialon Whit 


came to be known as the Caribbean Legion 


Spanning roughly the period 1946 to 1950, itis perhaps a little too 


easy to characterize this serie idealistic 
anti-totalitarian and anti-Caudi 


ntrenched dictatorships 


movement aimed at toppling the well: 


hat seemed to ring the entire Central American, 
Greater Antilles and northern South American Caribbean basin 
nly were 


heir number 


In reality, while there cert men and women of high 


moral ideals and ideas amongst ie various movements 


inevitably became saturated with opportunists and scoundrels of a 


Fharacter little better and, in some instances, perhaps even worse, than 


he oligarchic e 


ablishments they aspired to displace 
But f 


the purposes of this discussion, the most striking aspect of 
the entire set of episodes is that the availability of relatively cheap and 
apable war surplus aircraft, as well as abundant numbers of out-of 
work crews to crew and service them, for the first time gave opposition 


in the reg 


jon what they perceived as the means to strike mortal 
blows to the hated dictatorships 


The first of these expeditions was the so-called Cayo Confites Affair 


which had the objective of destroying the regime of Trujillo in the 


Dominican Republic, Well-financed and organizing a combination of 


this enterpri 
onnivance of key officials of the Cuban Government, on the remote 
sland of Cayo Confite 


‘on Cuba’ far northeast coast. The air arm. 


his force, which included a ‘squadron’ of Lockheed P-38 Lightni 


ariants, as well as transports, medium bomb: 


seavy bomber, gained the rather pretentious title of the Fuerza Aerea del 
cion Americana (FAERA) 

Eventually amassing some 22 aircraft of all types, thi 

never tested, as Trujillo’ intelligence apy 


Ejercito de la Re 


force was 


jus quickly learned of the 


rnterprise, and raised the alarm in any diplomatic venue that would 


ncar him, and Cuba soon found herself in the awkward position of 
under the 


jovernment, In short order, the force was dispersed, 


having to explain exactly how such a force came into by 


ery noses of her 


he aircraft (for the most part) were absorbed into the Cuban armed 
forces as an unexpected bonanza, and the Legion left to bicker amor 


self as to what went wrong 


gain emerged, in name at least 
ating fi 


Arevalo hoped to use the expeditionaries in the 


Costa Rica in 1948, ope jom the sanctuary of Guatemala, where 


President Juan José 
realization 


his dream of a Central American federation and coincident 
elimination of several specific dictatorial regimes in the neighborhood 


In March 1948, the leadership of the Legion decided to bet on an 


opposition group which had the objective of launching a war of national 


id very prominently in 
this episode, These included confiscated Douglas DC-3 airliners pressed 


nto service as bombers and troop transports, three such aireral 


the distinction of transporting the first force of airmobile troops ever 
used in action in the Western Hemisphere, when 80 Legionnaires were 
flown into Port Limon, subsequently taking the town, 


A counter-revolution ensued in Costa Rica in December 1948, 


prompti newly installed, liberal government, to organized the 


first Costa Rican Air Force for the defense of the new regime against 


counter-revolutionaries operating from 
Here 


examples, as described in the download text 


again, aircraft 1, including so 


¢ truly extraordinary 


The final act of the Legion was yet another abortive 
in 1949, 


aircraft were the vehicle of choice 


attempt te 
Dominican Republic 
Agai 


invade the known as the Luperdn 


Incident including active 


aircraft of the Guatemalan Air Force, with the 


blessing of President Arevalo, a very blatant example of power extension 


Besides the Guatemalan C-47s, the Legion expeditionaries made use 
of seven aircraft, including at least two Consolidated PBY.5A Catalina 
amphibians, and four diverse aircraft bearing Mexican civil registrations, 
46D, Lockheed 


ineludi 5 C-49E, Curtiss C 


ga Dor judson and even 
an Avro Anson, Of these 
text, only one PBY-5A actually arrived at Luperén Bay in the Dominican 
Republic, after an exhausting 11 hour flig 
find that the other elements of the invasion force had already arrived 
stablishing themselves, they found that 


way in Luperon, The landing party 


Mistakenly expecting to 


elsewhere in the country and ¢ 


a1 peaceful band concert was ¥ 


then degenerated into a tragedy of errors and, when the dust settled, the 


aircraft itself had been set ablaze by a Dominican Navy gun boat which 


arrived on the scene, and with this debacle, the so-called Caribbean 


gion ended active intrigues. 


LEFT: Formerly a USAAF Lockheed 
834, this ayo Contes aircraft 
appears ast was being used by 
the revolutionaries after seizure by 
‘Cuban authorities Iwas formerly 
41-38020 and RAF FDS8O. Just 
visible inthe background are two 
385, one of them in overall black 
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RIGHT: The il-fated Cayo Contes 
expedition of what was o become 
the Caribbean Legion amassed a 
small airforce to suppor is planned 
lvasion of ryjillos Dominican 
Republic. The primary tactical 
airraft were a variety of Lockheed 

38 Lightnings. CAEC 122, 
-3BL-5-VN, was one ofthese, and is 
Seen here after being seized by the 
Cubans. (a ei Hels 


LEFT: Another former Cayo Conftes 
conspirator seized bythe Cuerpo de 
Aviacin,Ejercto de Cuba (AEC) 
as this F56,serialed 123 bythe 
Cubans. (va ei Helsin) 


Lockheed P-3BL-5-VN Lightning, coded 122, (formerly s/n 43-50312, NL-5016N) 
Fuerza Aérea de | Ejército de Cuba, 1947 


Asecond Lightning bound for Costa Rica, aP-38L 
marked "CR-02 go io further than Crane, Teas, 
‘where it ended its days in ths bad landing (Dire 


Tomlinson) 
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LEFI/ABOVE:The solitary 
Consolidated PBAY-1, bearing the 
code CAEC 40, was another Cayo 
Conftes expedition arr. Note 
the pile of other Cayo Conftes 
airraftin the background and in the 
view toeft which were essentially 
estoyed ina hurcane in October 
1948, (va Li Hl 


Lockheed F-5 Lightning, coded G.C.R.-01, 
Fuerzas del Aire, Costa Rica, 1948 


RIGHT: Costa Rica was compelled to 
create a small airforce in October 
1948 asa dec result ofthe 
revolution in that nation which 
neighboring Nicaragua saw asa 
threat tothe Somoza regime. This 
Lochheed F-5 Lightning. CR.01,is 
inthe 1948 markings ofthat ite 
known airarm, 

ia Willa Laskin) 
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The Costa ican air arm was tohave included a solitary Douglas 
‘A-248, G.C.R.-03, but it ground-looped violently in California before 
departing for home. The Costa Rican ‘national insignia’ was an adaptation of 
the pre-1941 US. ial insignia, but with the colors reversed. The disc was 
ted, withthe white star ont, with ble central ali Wiliam Lark) 


RIGHT: Perhaps the only post-war 
Douglas B-188 to see action, this 
‘was the armed Costa Rican alrrat 
described in the download text. It 
still bears remnants ofits former 
US. registration, NCTO37M, but 
‘was marked I-205 with the Costa 
Ricans, (mil Thachick 


LEFT: The last gasp of the Caribbean 
Legion was the abortive Luperon 
Bay Incident of 1949. One ofthe 
fey aircraft wasa regular Fuerza 
‘Aétea Guatemalteca (FAG) Douglas 
GA7,T-1.Note the legend Ejercto 
de Guatemala over the fuselage 
insignia. (Thompson Collection) 


RIGHT Believed to have been 
marked only briefly in FAG markings, 
this Consolidated PBY-SA, FAG 50, 
‘was almost certainly the one ost at 
Luperon Bay, formerly NC-1096M, 

(LARS via Mario Ove) 
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ABOVE: The Dominican defenders hada small but fairy potent array of 
aircraft to cope with the Luperon invasion force, hadi been more successful 
Irincluded an extraordinary mix of early and late variants ofthe North 
American P-51, atthe time srialed inthe 400 series, as een here oj 
Adam 
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ABOVE: In addition tothe P-51s, the Dominicans hada numberof Lockheed 
-38 and F-5 Lightings Ths F-5 has been modified to mount two 50 caller 
‘machine gunsin the nose. (Fo Aéea magazine) 


LEFT/LEFT BELOW: The Domincans had incorporated ive De Haviland 
Mosquito F8.6s and 10 Bristol Beaufighter TE 10sinto their growing alr arm in 
‘the all of 1948, Although many accounts credit them as having destroyed the 
‘eb! PBY-5A at Luperon, this was not the case. (or) Aévea magazine) 


BELOW: Very rarely iustated this is one of at east two North American 
P-51C Mustangs acquired bythe Dominican Republic Some ofthe personnel 
‘seen n ths photograph were Brazilian contract pilot, (org Awa magazine 


North American AT-6C, coded 
'3-A-6, Escuadrilla de Ataque, 
Tercera Escuadra Aeronaval, 
Escuadrilla Aeronaval de Combate, 
Argentina, 1951 


Pp to this point nearly all of Latin America had been touched, in 

le form, by military applications of the airplane, with the notable 
exception of Argentina, where, although some minor police actions 

had involved aircraft in support, noth 

n place — until 1951 

The factors leading to the military and naval rebellion of September 


approaching the involvements 


elsewhere had 


1951 against the regime of Juan Perdn are complex. Basically, as outlined 


in the download text, the Army and Navy, traditional guarantors 
of the Constitution, viewed the nomination of Peron’ attractive and 
Evita, as his Vice-President, as the last straw in a 


series of economic and social upheavals that had seriously eroded the 


charismatic wile, 


military’ prerogatives 
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The initial aviation contribution to the revolt involved Naval AT-6 


series aircraft based at Punta Indio, although little is known about their 


actual use. The Argentine Air Force, for the most part, remained loyal. 


and the leadership of the service wasted little time in 
line Gloster Meteor jet fighters to intimidate the rebel Naval ai 
The Air Force also sortied a number of Avro Lincoln B.Mk.1 I 
skilfully bombed 
the main Naval runway at Punta Indio, effectively neutral 
One Air Force unit, however, the Grupo 2 de C 
and equipped with Fiat G-55A fighters for the most part, did in fact 


nching its first: 


ators, 


eavy 


bombers against Naval installations, and these ver 


ng the base. 
ased at Mendoza, 


g0 over to the side of the Navy: It had flown, en masse, to Punta Indio, 


where it was planned that they would refuel, arm and launch in support 


of counter-government operations. Instead, upon landing, the crews 
were arrested and the aircraft immobilized, as were a unit of indigenous 


1.Ae.-24 Calquin attack bombers that had also joined the rebel side 
News accounts of the air action during the Rebellion were lurid and 
often exaggerated, and as.a result, this episode requires additional study 


by scholars of the 


period before the actual events, as they unfolded, can 


be fully understood. 


ABOVE: Atthe time the most 
advanced warplane in Latin America 
asthe Gloster Meteor FMk.V used 
by! Escuadén, Grupo 2of the loyal 
FAA forces, to intimidate the rebel 

‘elements. C-001 was the very first 

‘Argentine Meteor. (i Dr Gary Kuhn) 


LEFT According to one source, the 
nly loyalist aitraft to drop bombs 
inanger during the 1951 rebellion 
were a number of Avo Lincoln 
BMK.15 of the Los Tamrindos-based 
Grupo | de Bombardero. The largest 
bombers in Latin America atthe 
time, 8-017 was typical 

(Bitsh Aerospace 0356-001) 


ABOVE: Besides more than 40 Fiat -55As and G-558s acquired fom Maly in 
the immediate post war years, which have been only slightly documented, 
Argentina also acquired one G-59 with a Rolls-Royce 24-2 Merlin, marked 
46. nwas lown by the rebel unit leader during the Rebelion, Mayor Jorge 
Rojas Siva, stil bearing the name Aguila 


/ABOVE: The major tactical element to attempt a defection from loyalist FAA control was the Fit G-55A equipped 
Escuadron ofthe Grupo 2 de Caza at Mendoza along with the solitary Argentine Fit 6-59. They were grounded atthe 
Punta del Indio NAB however, and saw no action. (vi Nich 


* THE BOLIVIAN REVOLUTION 


BELOW: Perhaps the most unlikely participants 
in the rebelion were fou elderly Northrop 
4 (Douglas) €A-2 attack bombers that deployed 


briefly to Ezeiza commercial airport during 
the Rebellion to counter any rebel moves from 
there. (vis 
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ABOVE: Another potential combatant during the Rebellion were 12 Aé-.24Clquins fom LosTamarindos ai base 
at Mendoza. The Mosquito look-alikes, ike the rebel FAA Fat G55As and G-59, were seized by Naval personnel and 
rounded, however, Here, A-58 splays the uni insignia and potent armament ofa sevice Calin (a 


Douglas C-47, TAM 05 (formerly ETA V), Transportes Aéreos Militares, 
Bolivia, 1949-1952 


and, amongst the first order of business was a purge of the armed 
forces to rid all branches of what were viewed 


B 1950, the traditional Bolivian ruling class had regained power 


bent on social change in the remote and isolated nation. 


The events that followed are almost without parallel in the modern 


history of any state: the regular Army and Air Force were not disbanded 
but, instead, were essentially ignored and allowed to wither on the vine 
through the nearly complete elimination of funding, and were replaced 


by three national militia organizations composed of minets, factory 


workers and campesinos. 

Further purges, especially amongst the few talented officers and 
airmen remaining, followed, and the various militia groups, often 
acting on their own initiative, denie 


especially Air Force crews access 
to airfields, aircraft, armories, han, 


5 and ammunition dumps. 

Despite these restrictions, the Bolivian Air Force, as outlined in the 
download text, still managed to carry out limited operations, mainly 
with its fairly competent Douglas C-47 transport unit, and some limited 
operations by a small tactical unit equipped with North American 
AT-6s, A few of the C-47s were actually captured by rebel elements and 
pressed into service, and at 


ABOVE: One ofthe true behind-the-scenes aicraft used by both factions during the civil warin 
Bolivia were variants of the sturdy Douglas C-47. AL east one was ost to hostile fire. Hee, C-47 
‘ast two AT-6s appear to have been lost as 4M 05 (formerly ETAV) is surounded by the lute of revolution, (Henk Ka } 
a result of counter-insurgency operations. 
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North American AT-6D Texan, 

coded ‘A-176, Escuadrén Tactico, 
Fuerza Aérea Boliviana El Alto, 
Bolivia, ca 1950 


Operation PBSUCCES 


LEFT:So ar as canbe determined 
from fragmentary accounts, the only 
Bolivian aircraft to se tactical use 
during the bitter civ war period of 
1949-1952 were some ofthe armed 
North American AT-60 Texans. These 
had the last thee digits oftheir 
former US, serial number preceded 
by the etter *A% (nl Alberto Pa 


The CIA Backed Invasion 
of Guatemala 


| 1954 


By the autumn of 1953, it appeared to U.S, observers that the 


Guatemalan Presidency of Jacobo Atbenz Guzman was headed towards 


creating 
es, with the Korean War fresh on the agenda and what seemed 
like world-wide Communist gai 


1 Communist state in Central America. Given the tenor of 


the th 


a daily occurrence, it is perhaps 
not surprising that the U.S., ina modern form of Gunboat Diplomacy 
decided to carry out an elaborate operation to replace Arbenz with a 


more acceptable regime 


Often billed as the first large-scale “success” of the young Central 
me to be known 


as Operation PBSuccess was scripted to read as though written as the 


Intelligence Agency covert operations arm, what a 


outline of a “B" movie 

Settling on Coronel Castillo 
liberation” force, the C.LA. planners arranged for the creation of an 
aviation support force for his invasion of Guatemala, as described in 
the download text, Based on declassified C.1.A. documents, the account 


Armas as the figurehead for its 


outlines each known mission flown by the support force during the 
operation, the nature and source of the aircraft involved, and theit 
curious ultimate fates 


flown by Jerry DeLarm, La Aurora, Guatemala City, 1954 


Republic F-47N Thunderbolt, coded ‘0568, ‘Sulfato, 


Likewise, for its part, the tiny Guatemalan Air Force is also detailed, 
together with the almost continuous effort that the Arbenz government 


and its agents made to supplement the air arm with efficacious aircraft 


before and during the short-lived conflict, 

Operation PBSuccess was significant for a number of reasons. First 
crucial and complete air superiority in support of the insurrection 
carefully orchestrated and executed, was established ~a lesson that the 
C.LA, had apparently at first learned, and then quickly forgotten, by 
1961. Secondly, the logistics of acquiring, manning and maintaining 
nore than a hobbled- 
aircraft and skilled crews, a lesson 


such a “non-traditional” air force required 
ailable 
that the C.1.A. did in fact learn as it went on to create highly effective 
And finally, it 


taught the Agency the absolute necessity of “cleaning up” the origins of 


together assortment of 


aviation assets” (0 support its mission world-wide 


such aviation assets, in order to protect friendly person 
and orgar 
view of the difficulty that historians have experienced in documenting 


governments 


ions which support such activities. In retrospect, and in 


such aircraft and actions, the C.LA., in its omnipotence, appears to have 
learned this lesson from the Guatemalan operation best ofall 


‘BELOW: Photograph ofthe CIA invasion air support force are extremely rare, 
for obvious reasons. The Republic -47N Thunderbolt al formerly Puerto 
Rican National Guard machines, had been completely sanitized, the solitary 
‘markings being the anti-glare panels on most (but nt al ofthe aircraft. The 
prop blades were black and had yellow hazard tips, Otherwise, the only other 
Coloring was black lowe fuselage fom the engine real aft. The P38M, 
likewise, had only an anti-glare panel but bare metal prop blades 
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LEFT Although it cannot be 
confirmed absolutely, due to the 
circumstances ofthe transfer, this 
former Fuerza Aérea Hondurena 
(FAH) two-seat Lockheed P-38M 
Lightning, FAH-503, was almost 
certainly the aircraft used by the 
(organization during Operation 
Success. (Brian B 


BELOW: The infamous F-47H referred 
toas Sulfato, flown by Jerry DeLarm 
after the revolution a La Aurora 
airfield, Guatemala City. thad been 
‘one ofthe more active combatant 
aircraft inthe invasion force. 


‘BELOW:The only known photograph ofthe invasion force ai element’ RepublicF-47N Thunderbolts and their 
‘unidentified ground crew. Note the P-38 Lightning inthe background 


FIGHT: Potentially the most serious 
‘opposition that the CIA invasion 
force might have encountered was 
inthe form of three FAG Beech 
AT-Tis fitted with bomb racks 
Here, 8-3, 8.5, anther minusits 
engine cowl and a Cessna UC78 are 
onthe lin at La Aurora field. One of 
these was destroyed by an invasion 
force attack 


(8G Stephen McElroy via. A. 


136 we LATIN AMERICAN ATR WARS 


Republic F-47N Thunderbolt, coded’GN70, 
Fuerza Aérea de Nicaragua, ca 1955 


ABOVE: Rarely ilustated, one of 
the Fuerza Aérea de Nicaragua 
(FAN) Republic F-47Ns, GN 70, after 
adlption of full FAN markings. Note 
that this 


leas the rarely 
seen blue/yellow/ted roundel on 
the fuselage, and the more common 
triangular insignia on the wings. The 
lightning bolt insignia on the gear 
doors is ahold-over from PRNG use, 


North American F-51D Mustang, coded 1, Fuerzas del Aire, Costa Rica, 1955 


ABOVE: The US Miltary Mission 
to Guatemala Douglas 47, 
ecorataively marked with 
red/witeblve cows, played a 
smal partin the conduding days of 
Operation PBSUCcess. 


LEFT: Another veteran ofthe 
CINinvason fore, this Douglas 
47, marked a5 FAG 0515, was 
incorporated int service after 

the astilo Aas takeover, 
ionic, the -510 Mustang inthe 
background isin Haitian markings 
indicating this photo was taken at 
iam. Martin iO Gy Kh 
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LEFT: Amongst the fist aircraft tobe 
essed into service inthe defense 
of the Costa Rican Government 
against the invasion forces from 
Nicaragua were Curtiss -46D 
aircraft operated by the national flag 
cattier, LAGS, including T-1008 
shown here. The Pan American 
affiliation ofthis aifne i obvious in 
its logo. (HG 


LEFT: In record time, atthe behest of 
the Organization of American States 
(OAS), the US, made avalabe to the 
Costa Rican Government four North 
‘American F-510 Mustangs, flown 
{mon ¥7 January fom the Texas 
National Guard, The markings ofthe 
aircraft were expedient adaptations 
from the former US insignia 


Douglas C-47A, TTD-6010, Fuerza Aérea Mexicana, 1955 


FIGHT: The OAS sent a numberof 
aircraft from member states to 
supervise the disengagement of : 
the opposing forces and to watch 
the invasion fore fom Nicaragua, 
including this Fuerza Aérea 
Meeiana (FAM) Douglas C-47A, 
TH0-6010, Wiliam tr 
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Gloster Meteor F.Mk.IV, C-063, Tte. Ernesto Adradas, Fuerza Aérea Argentina, 
Base Aérea Militar (BAM) Mordn, Argentina, June 1955 


‘wan Peron tumultuous rule over Argentina, which had already 
Jen in one abortive uprising by the conservative Navy int 1951 

(see Chapter 21), continued to experience ever increasing economic 
turbulence in his second term, heightening his difficulties and forcing 
him to make concessions to the industrial and commercial classes in 
the nation 

He was able to sustain his popular momentum by fannir 


public quarrel with the Catholic Church, which fed the hostility of 
many senior Army and Navy officers, who were ideologically (if not 
spiritually) Catholic in outlook. Coupled with this, he attempted to 
reinsure himself against another military or naval rebellion by fostering 
the creation of armed union militias — a tactic seen elsewhere, with 
disastrous results, in Bolivia and Guatemala, 

The resulting “Liberating Revolution”, which was actually the work 
of armed factions rather than the armed forces 
this time, the involvement of aircraft was significant 


The scenes that followed were little short of astonishing, In one 


asa whole, followed, and 


of the first encounters, four air force Gloster Meteor FMk.IVs were 


scrambled from the base at Moron to rebel” (Navy) 


percept {wo 


North American AT-6s which were heading towards Buenos Aires, In 


the following, unequal match, one of the Meteors downed one of the 


hapless AT-6s, thus making aviation history as the first aerial victory in 
Latin America by a jet aircraft 
dition to the AT-6s of a Navy attack squadron, other Naval 


aircraft that participated in the rebellion included a Consolidated 
PBY-5A, two Douglas C-47s, and asingle Beech AT-11, Events transpired 
with lightnir 
tir force base at Moron, where one of the Meteors, having only just 
returned from attacking rebel AT-6s, fell into the hands of rebel pilots 


speed, however, and rebel elements shortly seized the 


who then launched it in an attack on the government palace. Other 
very determined ground missions were being carried out by Navy AT-6s 
based at Ezeiza against loyal Army ground units. 

The confused situation was soon brought under control by forces 
loyal to Peron, and a number of rebels, with their aircraft, fled to nearby 
airfields in Uruguay, where they sought asylum. 

The victory of loyal forces was short-lived, however, and in 
September 1955, the Navy once again took up arms against the central 
This time, the air force 


government bringing nearly all of its combat 


capable aireraft to bear, laid waste to naval air bases, although rebels did 


manage to gain control of at east five of the prized Meteors at Cordoba 
The download text describes these actions, and the little-known series 
of missions carried out by a host of most unlikely aircraft 


LEFT: This Gloster Meteor FMRI, 
-063, made aviation history in 
Latin American when, on June 16, 
1955, while flown by Te. Emesto 
Adradas, it shot down a Navy North 
American AT-6A 3-A-23/0352, flown 
by Guardiamarina Amaldo Romn, 
who parachuted out. 


(APN 148 va Ken Measures) 
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ae 


ABOVE: One of five Gloster Meteor FAK. 1Vs, 1.079, seized by rebel elements of 
the FMA at Cérdoba, and painted crudely with the distinctive insignia settled ABOVE: The rebel Naval aviation element had one Consolidated PBY-5A Catalina, believed tohave been 2-P-10 seen 


upon by at least the faction there (0 Allo Mir here (va George von Rot 


Republic F-47D Thunderbolt, coded ‘462; Fuerza Aérea Ejercito de Cuba, Campo Columbia, Cuba, 1957 


nabortive two-day revolt by elements of the Cuban Navyat the Cayo playing a key role in defeating the movement, Interestingly, had the 
Loco naval base near Cienfuegos broke out in September 195 plot succeeded in overthrowing the sitting Batista regime and installing 
Hl-fated from the start, the uprising, which was to have included a new g might have led to unforeseen consequences for 


both Army and Navy units, was botched from the start, and the small nncy in the hinterlands, and a consequent 


Fuerza Aérea Ejercito de Cuba (FAEC), equipped with Republic change in the course of Cuban and contemporary Caribbean history 


F-47D Thunderbolts and Douglas B-26 Invaders, was credited with 


LEFT: The principal combat type in 
service withthe FAEC at the time of 
‘the Naval rebellion was the Republic 
F-470 Thunderbolt Here line-up 
‘ofthese stil very capable atraft are 
seen at Campo Columbia, 
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‘Avery rae view of virtually the entre FAEC combat element, except the 
826s, just before the Rebellion, Note the two-color engine cow on one 
ofthe F-47Dsand the extensive use of day-low on the B-251 inthe et 
‘background. The F-47Dsin the second row with drop tanks were MDAP 
atcrft enroute to Ecuador, (ol Del Ted USAF (ie). 


LEFT: Ths rare in-fight view of 
FAECF-470 462 shows the style of 
national nsignia in se as ofthe 
time ofthe Naval rebelion, Note the 
pirat logo on the engine cowing 
and the fact thatthe underside of 
the fuselage has been painted black, 
Very common on post-war F47s, 
(Maro Vida via Omar Sito Suarer) 


Republic F-47D Thunderbolt, coded ‘452, Fuerza Aérea Ejercito de Cuba, Cuba, 1957 


[ABOVE: A close-up view ofthe 
‘nit insignia ofthe Escuadron de 
Combate™10 de Marz, the FAEC 
F470 operating unit a ofthe time 
ofthe Naval rebellion, (Marco il 
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Douglas B-26C Invader, coded ‘931, Fuerza Aérea Ejercito de Cuba, Cuba, 1957 


Lockheed P-38 Lightning, coded ‘FAH 506, Fuerza Aérea Hondurefia, 1957 


n February 1957, the Honduran Government issued a decree creating. 
4 new state, to be known as Gracias a Dios, and which included 
territory which had been in dispute with neighboring Nicaragua for 
many years 
Within days, the Fuerga Aérea Hondurena (FAH) was ordered to ferry 
troops for a small garrison and supplies into the new state, using its 
small fleet of Douglas C-47s and commandeered civil DC-3s, escorted 
by Lockheed P-38 Lightnings. 
Taken somewhat by surprise, the Nicaraguans reacted slowly at 


first, but gradually commenced patrols of the border area with a mix of 
aircraft, probably including North American P-51D Mustangs and T-6G 
Texans, Soon desultory ground attack missions were being flown in 
the region by both sides, although worthwhile targets were difficult to 
acquire and little genuine dam 

Stroke and counter-stroke followed, including threats of bombing 


attacks on the respective national capitals, and these are described in 


e appears to have resulted 


detail in the download text 


LEFT: The Honduran combat element 
at the time of the adventure against 
Nicaragua consisted of Lockheed 
38 Lightnings and Bel P6365, 
Including FAH 506, Peter M Bowes) 
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Douglas C-47, FAH-304, Fuerza Aérea Hondurena, Nicaragua, 1957 


aur FUERZA AEREA HONDURAS ) ve 


LEFT-The opening gambit of the 
Honduran border incursion into 
Nicaragua involved a mini-aiift 
Using the entirety ofthe Fuerza 
‘Area Hondurena (FAH) Douglas 
47 transport let, and several 
‘commercial DC-3s, including 
FAH-304, (age 


BELOW: At some point, several of 
the FAN P-51Ds had multi-color 
stripes painted on their wings and 
rear fuselages possibly to aid 
recognition to ground forces. Ti 
‘ne ofthe very few color views of 
this scheme, which appears to be 
blue/ellow/blue/white/back, 


ABOVE: The principal aircraft 


available to Nicaragua to counter the Honduras very nearly brought into the action ane of he rather tre: 


Honduran border incursions were looking Consolidated PBAY-2Pivaters, having made considerable 
‘x Swedish Noth American P10 certons to mak atleast her bomb racks operational 
‘Mustangs nd armed A-6s, Here, So far as can be determined, FAH-792 (sera just sible in small 


6GN-94 undergoes maintenance in 
the open alongside an F470, 


‘numeral onthe ear fuselage) did not see action. (Peter M, Bowes) 
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Lockheed P-38 Lightning, coded ‘FAH 503, Fuerza Aérea Hondurena, 1957 


LEFT: Believed to have been adopted 
during the border acto, several 
‘ofthe FAH P38 sported a form of 
Aistnctve insignia on either side 
oftheir noses, ike FAH S03 shown 
here-almst certainly former 
Operation PBSuccess 38M 


North American F-86F Sabre, coded'1B36, Escuadron de Caza Nro.36, 
Fuerzas Aéreas Venezolanas, Venezuela, 1958 


y dictator of Venezuela, Pérez Jiménez, often linked In fact, the FAV did little more than make noise 


to the similar dictatorships in the Dominican Republic highly visible show of force, although a number of the F-8 


10 grief at the hands of a left-wing jovernment did in fact attac troy 
military coup in January 1958, and the very well equipped Fuerzas was supporting the rebel cause 
Agreas Venezolanas (FAV) played a pivotal role The download text describes the day-to-da 


Equipped with a combination of British and U.S. jets, including de constitution of the air forces that took p: 


in this in 
Havilland Venom EB.4s, Vampire FB.5s, Canberras and F-86F Sabres, and the long-term elects that they had on th 


it was a force to be reckoned with in Venezuela 
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‘De Haviland Venom £8.45 of the Escuadron de Caza Nro34, were amongst the most a 
ofthe rebel forces during the January 1958 revolt. Although taken nine years later a 
the adoption of newer serials, thisis believed to have been one ofthe ata in 
the actions described. 


BELOW: tis not clear the Escuadron de Caza Nro.34 had adopted the name 
and logo of Los Indios at the time ofthe revolution or not. However, this s 
the insignia which was eventually adopted and, oddly, was carried onthe 
centr of the upper nose, rather than on the fuselage sides, 


ABOVE: Atthe time ofthe 1958 
action, some of the FAV aircraft had 
adopted the three-color“wings 

to the traditional service roundel, 
and some had not. This March 1957 
photograph shows evidence ofboth 
versionsin the same setting 

(USAF 105936) 


LEFT: When the rebellion suddenly 
failed, many ofthe pilots who 
had flown forthe opposition 
commandeered the Presidential 
Douglas (-54 and escaped to 
neighboring Colombia Serialed 
ATI, the aircraft hassince been 
returned to Venezuela andis now 
on display at the FAY museum at 
Marcy, 
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‘Aircraft which remained loyal tothe Government included the North 
“American F-86F Sabres ofthe Escuadron de Caza No.3, which actually 
fired their uns and under wing rockets in anger. (1.6 Martin) 


Douglas B-26B Invader in markings of a ‘defecting’ machine of the 


Fuerza Aérea Revolucionaria, coded ‘FAR-933, Miami, 15 April 1961 


Ithough much has been written about the disastrous C.L.A. attempt 
Aen Castro regime via an invasion in 1961, little space has 
been devoted to detailing the crucial role of aviation in the events 
as they unfolded 
in detail, the 


This chapter examines, conception, 


organization and execution of the aviation support, as well as the claims 


training 


and counter-claims that have made by both sides ever since 

Although the aircraft involved have been fairly accurately portrayed 
in most accounts, several historical anomalies have escaped detailed 
discussion 
operation was the decision to curtail the highly detailed plan to destroy 
Castro’ existing air assets prior to actually landing the invasion force 
In retrospect, this decision, coupled with the apparently unexpected 
competence of the surviving Castro aircrews in handling and engaging 
their remaining aircraft, doomed the enterprise and resulted in tragic 
fates for most of the invaders and a stinging — and long-lasting ~ blow 


For example, perhaps the ultimate flaw in the entire 


to USS, pride and national image 

That the entire operation could have been salvaged at a number of 
key junctures, orat least given a better chance of achieving some limited 
goals, seems clear. That the failure of the U.S, leadership to make good 
military decisions sealed the fate of the operation is equally cle: 


Politics and generalship aside, the aircraft and crews involved have 


acquired an almost legendary status, and the heroism and airmanship 
of all concerned, given the circumstances and stakes, must rank this 


episode as one of the most significant aerial encounters of the first 100 


years of manned flight in Latin America 


AVAN 


Llegada a Miami del B-26 “que 


bombardeo 


ABOVE: The infamous Douglas 8-268 marked as FAR-933, which embarrased US. ambassador to 
‘the UN, Adlai Stevenson when it supposedly defected from Cuba, It was, couse, Brigada 2506 
version and part ofthe overall plan forthe start ofthe hoped for uprising against Casta. (\ 
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THIS PAGE: Photographed derelict 
inthe area of Miami International 
Airport formery known as"cortosion 
comer’ this abandoned Douglas 
8-268 vader (but 5 A-26C 
43-2729), matked ony a N94242, 
was one of the earliest participants 
inthe clandestine wa agains Fidel 
astro. twas ast registered to 
Richard H. Steves and FA. Conner in 
1963. (aver Quine 
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Douglas B-26B Invader, coded ‘FAG-428, 
Fuerza Aérea Guatemalteca, Panama, 1962 


‘ABOVE: The mix of Douglas 8-26 
Invaders provided tothe Fuerza 

‘Advea Guatemaltec (FAG) under 
MAP were, fora time, operated by 
Invasion force cews for traning in 
{ull Guatemalan markings FAG-420 
was one ofthese. (va Eva 


LEFT/BELOW: There is considerable 
evidence thatthe eight B-265, 
provided tothe FAG and which were 
shared withthe CIA invasion force 
‘crews for training were, a east in 

f part, replaced ater losses by other, 
di Here, FAG-428, clearly painted 

in black intruder color scheme, 
undergoes main spar rehabilitation 
in Panama in 1962 Pete Fletcher) 
Inthe second view ,FAG-428 shows 
nly a short time late, black onthe 
engine cow flaps (Enrique baruen 
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Douglas B-26B Invader, coded ‘FAR-931, ‘Vi-Ra-Te, flown by 
R Gustavo Ponzoa, Fuerza Aérea Revolucionaria, 1961 


LEFT: Before the actual attack, at 
least some ofthe invasion force 
26s recelved noseart and special 
markings, including this ata, 
eae flown by Gustavo Ponzoa 
from Happy ally, 


ABOVE: Some ofthe B-26s used 
late inthe invasion attempt were 
scrubbed clean of all markings 
‘except blue bands around the wings 
Just outboard ofthe rocket als, to 
avoid further confusion with the 
‘genuine’ FARB-26s 


LEFT:One of the pivotal aircraft in 
the allure ofthe invasion attempt 
was the Lockheed -33As which had 
been provided tothe pre-Castro 
FAEC under MAP Here, FAEC-709 
bears the full olorscheme used 
until astro seized power 

pan George Farinas 
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LEFT/BELOW: Of nearly equal 
importance to Cast’ defeat of the 
invasion force were the remaining 
alrworthy Hawke Sea Fury FB.115. 
Initially, these were natural 
imetaldoped aluminum with Cuban 
marhings. 


LEFT: Cuba also acquired two ofthe two-seat trainer versions ofthe Sea Fury, 
TLMk.20s, These were armed with rocket rails and guns, and at least one was 
painted in the so-called Cuban olive drab’ color scheme. 


Hawker Sea Fury F.B.11, coded ‘505, Fuerza Aérea Ejercito de Cuba, Cuba,1958 


Hawker Sea Fury T.Mk.20, coded ‘575, Fuerza Aérea Ejercito de Cuba, Cuba,1958 


LATIN AMERICAN AIR 


WARS 


‘ABOVE: This Cuban Sea Fury £8.11, FAR-S41, i purported to be wearing the color scheme “Cuban 
olive drab” and armament combination used to combat the invasion force. Thishas escaped 
veifcation, (la Geoige yon Rote 


‘ABOVE: tis virtually certain that mos, f nt al ofthe Cuban Sea Furies had been painted 
‘over-all "Cuban olive crabby the time ofthe invasion, Her, serial 30 bears such a scheme, 
With rocket alsin place and aC-46 in the background, (va ye G Fai 


Ithough overshadowed by the later Sandinista and Contra insurgency 
fice America, and the so-called Salvadorian “civil war”, the 
nearly 30-year internal struggles endured in nearby Guatemala 
witnessed the first practical, and nearly surgical, application of what 
came to be known as “Counter-Insurgency” (COIN) aviation anywhere 


Conducted on what appeared to s 


observers to be a rather casual 
basis, the Fuerza Aerea Guatemalteca (FAG) and its personnel, which in 
conjunction with selected and highly-trained Guatemalan Army units 


bore the brunt of the action, in some instances never knew anything but 


such low-intensity warfare during their entire career with the service 


The experience in close-support operations thus gained, first with a 


small fleet of North American F-51D Mustangs and assorted support 
aircraft, and later with Cessna A-37B li 
amongst the most intensive anywhere 


ht attack jets, must have been 


At the same time, the crews must 
also have become jaded to the powerful effects of their weapons and, 
perhaps, less careful in their application, with consequent implications 
for innocent victims and pt 


regions of the country 


lic opinion in the remote, g ted 


Although the service gradually adopted rotary-wing aircraft to 


support Army units in the field against the insurgents as the struggl 


evolved, it was only with the 1 


ost daunting of logistics challenges, as 
the human rights issues which inevitably surfaced resulted in a virtua 


world-wide embargo on arms support to the central government. The 


FAG, as a direct consequence, was reduced to subterfuge and intrigue 


to acquire even the most rudimentary spares, and was obliged for a time 


to paint their aircraft with civilian paint schemes and civil registrations 


oak their actual mission. 
It may be years before the full extent of FAG operations - and losses 
during this 30 year period are fully understood, but he download text 
of this chapter lays down the framework for additional research 


ABOVE: One ofthe lst known photographs of 510s in Guatemala, his curious airshow 
image shows the past present and future ina scene which must surly be alcuated toruina 
safety ofcers day! The oldest arworthy Waco VPF-7, new Cessna A378, and at least tree 
Camouflaged Mustangs are seen here at La Aurora fil, (Vari ve 
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Lockheed T-33A, coded ‘721, Escuadron de Ataque y Reconocimiento (SAW), aa 
Fuerza Aérea Guatemalteca, Guatemala, January 1970 


RIGHT: The Guatemalan 33s 
consisted of both T-33A:1-10s and 


ABOVE: The two principe tactical 
aircraft types included onthe 


strength ofthe FAG' Escuadron de 
‘Ataque y Reconocimiento (SAW) 
by 1968 were Lockheed T-33As and 
North American F510 Mustangs. 


T-3-20-L0, both apable of 
delivering ordnance, This is -33A-1 
LO FAG-721, showing deals ofthe 
‘tic colr scheme of January 1970, 


Thislineup of ive represent (Hageda) 
virtualy all ofthe arworthy 

examples atthe time, as shown 

herein January 1970, by which time 

they had been organized into an 

ad oc arial demonstration team 


‘BELOW: By far the most numerous aircraft the FAG began to use were the 
North American 51D Mustangs from July 1954, During the course of almost 
all the 30 years that followed, the variety of color schemes worn by these 
aircraft was litle short of amazing. Neal lof them were engaged inthe 
COIN actions at sometime or another This probably FAG-315 


LEFT With other FAG aircraft of 
the counter-querilaeain the 
background, including C-47s 
(complete wth day glow) 520and 
530, gray anda black 8-26 and 
Cessna 170, ths F-S1D shows 
‘evidence of having fred the two 
in-board guns. 
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LEFT/ABOVE: By December 1966, most ofthe surviving FAG F-51s had been 
painted light-gray overall, but with some individual markings as on the 
‘brop spinner ofFAG-357 seen here. The FAG also operated at least one rare, 
{genuine TF-510 during this period, FAG-349 seen here online 


North American F-51D Mustang, coded ‘FAG-357, Fuerza Aérea Guatemalteca, Guatemala, December 1966 


= , 


LEFT: U.S, Military Assistance ‘ABOVE: Guatemala acquired a 
Program planners attempted to variety of Cessna 170 and 180 
expand the COIN capabilites ofthe alta fro commercial sources, 
FAG by supply of some Sikorsky and MAP. FAG-672 and the oddly 
UH-19s, atleast one of which was camouflaged example behind it, 
later armed with door and sk are believed to have been the rarely 


‘mounted weapons. ThisisFAG-130 seen Cessna U-17Cs om Suk 
asit appeared in December 1967 


UGH: Five FAG Douglas (475 five Reciiitienl i 
F-51Dsand twoT-33As -one witha 
white band around the rear fuselage 
share the ramp at La Aurora field 
as of December 1967. (io Sula 
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Douglas C-47, coded ‘FAG-520, Juracén, Fuerza Aérea Guatemalteca, 
Guatemala, December 1966 


Turacgn - S S20 


FUERZA AEREA GUATEMALA 


RIGHT; Also vital tothe movement 
of troops to combat the queria 
attacks were the small transport 
element ofthe FAG, which operated 
mainly Douglas C-47 variants 
FAG-520 ears the name Juracin 
‘and an unknown emblem on her 
nose inthis December 1966 view. 


(agedorn 


LEFT:By 1979, deep into the 
guerilla war the bright white 
upper color schemes and day 

‘low ofthe 1960s ad given way 

to the far more practical random 
«camouflage schemes adopted by the 
servic at that time, FAG-540 should 
have been the eighth (-47 acquired 
bythe service 

{Nor Tylor via John Ket) 


AIGHT: Ostensibly the‘ist 
Guatemalan Douglas 47, FAG 

500, shares the La Aurora ramp 

in December 1967 with the much 
younger FAG-525, The Guatemalans 
‘numbered their (-475in increments 
of ve digits athe time, suggesting 
that this ast example was the sith 
(AT acquied since this convention 
started 
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FIGHT: A variation on the color 
scheme of315'below, this quartet. 
of FAG F-510s ll have completely 
diferent camouflage schemes, but 
appear to havea Guatemalan lag 
onthe vertical ins (Gv Bob Dot) 


‘ABOVE: Believed to have been the 
final four airworth, ant-guerila 
FAGF-51Ds, these aircraft appear 
asthey atived in the US. after 
being sold as surplus Contrary to 
some reports, the unusual crests 
‘een on two ofthe aicaft were of 
{BELOW The same aircraft pctred Guatemalan origin (von Des 
eater in bare meta on page 151 
Here is FAG-315 again with yet 
another variation on the quetla 
era camouflage scheme. 


BELOW: In May 1971, the FAG 
received the ist of at east 14 
Cessna A-378 ight attack ets. These 
nimble aircraft soon brought use 
ofthe F510 to an end, as spares 
shortages and wear-and-tea took 
itstoll, and they assumed the bulk 
of the COIN operations. 

ssi 


North American F-51D Mustang, believed to be coded ‘FAG-351,, Fuerza Aérea Guatemalteca, Guatemala, ca 1970-72 


The Invasion of Haiti 


North American F-51D Mustang, s/n 916, Corps d’Aviation d’Haiti, Republic of Haiti, ca 1963 


erhaps nowhere in Latin America is the poverty and social privation What is perhaps even more surprising is that these expeditions 
the average person more primitive than on the western half of the often included an aviation component, as reaching the istand by almost 


island of Hispaniola, known as the Republic of Haiti any other means was difficult at best 


Dominated for much of its modem existence by absolute The download text describes these abortive expeditions, and the 


gsition array of aireraft that the a rather curious way, to 


supported 


hard toconceive that, inspite of everything 
do 


at toppling the medieval regimes that persisted 


dictatorships, i 


groups manag merge, organize, and even mount modest attempts oppose them. 


LEFT/ABOVE: The only tactical 
aircraft of any importance tothe 
besieged dictatorships of Halt 
during the several abortive invasion 
attempts were smal batches af 
North American P-S1D and F-51D 
Mustangs acquired from May 1951, 
This icra, serial 916, almost 
certainly the former NTO3TL, was 
ane of the last two acquired, flown 
to Hat clandestine. The drop 
tanks are allegedly from an F-86 
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Argentine Revolution 


eee 


al 
© 3-A-204© 


204 


Vought F4U-SNL Corsair, coded’3-A-204, Argentine Aeronaval, Argentina, 1963 


ces fe again involved in internal Marines, driving them from the capital, although Navy Gru 


he an FOF 
Te in September 1962 time in 13 months —leading — 2 Panther jet fighter bombers and Vought F4U-5NL Corsaits, combined 
the so-called “revolutio Is and Blues” of 2-4 April with armed North American AT-6s, managed to inflict considerable 
1963 Jamage on an Army armored force, This attack, however, did little 
Although once again mired in internal politics, stroke and counter- more than provoke the FAA into attacking the Navy airbase at Punt 
troke, Naval aviation units, after their cimation of 1955 Indio, where, once again, a significant number of Naval aircraft were 
see Chapter 24), had survived and vitalized, and lestroyed on the ground 
found itself once being pitted against regular Army and Air Force This affair was significant in that it was the first instance in whic 


Units, while the general populace largely ignored the proceeding 


jet fighters potentially faced other jet fighters in Latin American aviation 
the 


went badly, in what history, although the Navy's FOF-2s and the FAAS F-B6F 
tures. Loyal Army and never actually encountered one another i 
ea force of Argentine 


From the very beginning, how 


apparent! 
was very nearly a comic-opera 


Fuerza Advea Argentina (FAA) unit 


ight during the revolt 


/AGOVE:The pride of the Comando 
{e Aviacdn Naval (CAN), and the 
first (and, until recently, onl) Naval 
Jetsin Latin America, si ofthe 24 
acquired Argentine Grumman F9F-2 
Panthers share the line here with 
two Grumman FOF-8T Cougar. 


LEFT-The Navy lst heavily inthe 
1963 revolt, The nearest F9F-2 
Panther seen here, 3-A-118, was 
amongst at last seven completely 
destroyed by loyal air attacks 


ABOVE: 


aircraft carte, F9F-2 Panther employed a numberof veteran 
3-A-106 rails smoke during happler Vought F4U-SNL Corsair against 
times Thisalrcraft survived the loyal Army armored units during the 
1963 revolt and served on unt 1963 revolt 


deactivation in 1971, alos Alberto Era 
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Flying overthe Argentine RIGHT: The Argentine Navy 


North American F-86F Sabre, coded ‘C-101, Fuerza Aérea Argentina, Argentina, ca 1963 


The loyal Fuerza Aérea Argentine (FAA), fying some ofits reatvely new North 
American F-86F Sabres, infcted considerable damage onthe naval aviation units at 
Punta del Indio NAB. C-101 was the ist FAA F-86; delivered in September 1960, but 
was witten offi an acident in May 1968, (Marcelo W. Mand) ry 


North American P-51D Mustang, coded ‘FAD-1923, Fuerza Aérea Dominicana, Dominican Republic, 1965 


n April 24, 1965, followers of ousted President Juan Bosch rose up The existing junta requested Organization of American States (OAS: 
in arms in the Dominican Republic against the central government, action to help restore order and, commencing 29 April, U.S. and, later, 


sulting in the commander of the Fuerga Aérea Dominicana (FAD) contingents from a number of other Latin Ame 
launching 
P-51D Mustangs against suspected rebel positions throughout the 
capital 


n nations, arrived 
avily armed and recently refurbished North American separate the combatants and resolve the internal strife 


Intervention=Dominican Republic. (aR a96s 
| 
, 


‘BELOW: By 1965, the once-mighty RIGHT: When OAS forces arived, | 
Fuerza Aérea Dominicana (FAD) ining major elements ofthe U.S. 

ofthe rj era was but a 82nd Arbome Division, one oftheir 

shadow ofits forme glory. The fist measures was to essentially 

best surviving ex-Swedlsh North atest the marauding FAD P-51Ds, 

American -510 Mustangs had which had been attacking targets in 

been radically overhauled in Florida the country almost indiscriminately 

by Trons-Forida Aviation, anda (USAF 101202) 


umber ofthese attempted to quell 
the interna trouble that ed to OAS 
Intervention (via oger Beecher) 


BELOW: Athough a least 10ex-Swedish De Havilland Vampires, several 
Douglas 8-26 invaders, and at east two North American B-25 Mitchells were 
Itact and nominally atworthy atthe time ofthe 1965 cil war, none are 
known to have taken any ole inthe ation (iy Pape 


Che Guevara'in Bolivia 


Cavalier TF-51D Mustang, Grupo Aéreo de Caza, Fuerza Aérea Boliviana, Bolivia, 1967 


T death of the almost legendary Cuban insurgent, Ernesto "Che" — was hounded almost continuously by the small but well-trained counter 


Guevara, in a remote region of Bolivia in 1967 led subsequently insurgency force of the Fuerza Aérea Boliviana (FAB). 
to what has amounted to an unbelievable avalanche of speculation hhis chapter surveys the organization and equipment of the FAB, 
and near mystification as to the circumstances of his defeat there and the hitherto little-known role that the service played in the defeat 


In fact, although his demise was largely due to a complete lack of — of this ill-advised expedition 


acceptance by the average Bolivian campesino, his band of revolutionaries 


/ABOVE: Besides batches of MAP-supplied Cessna U-175, mos of the pressure 
brought to bear against the Guevara band came at the hands ofthe Fuerza 
‘AéteaBoliviana’ (FAR) veteran North American P-51D Mustangs. Here, FAB 
511 displays the feisty tiger-mouth markings believed to have been adopted 
during the action. (1A 

‘ABOVE: The US. rushed a batch af 
Cavalie-rebuilt F510 Mustangs 
tothe FABto aid in the campaign 
against the Guevara band, but 

they artved late in the episode 

and, sofas canbe determined, 
probably only took part inthe mop 
Lup operations. These aircraft initially 
‘wore both their US. fiscl year eval 
and FAB serials (0A) 


FIGHT: As the FAB integrated the 
‘new Cavalier F-51Dsint its primary 
tactical unt, the bright pre-Guevara 
Schemes gave way to Vietnam-era 
camouflage. This Cavalier T-510 
bears unit insignia and tiger-mouth 
only, with no sign of serial number 
or national insignia, (Hagedorn) 
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Cavalier TF-51D Mustang, coded ‘FAB 522’ Grupo Aéreo de Caza, Fuerza Aérea Boliviana, Bolivia, 1967 


LEFT: The Mustangs employed ‘ABOVE: When received under 
against the Guevara band were [MAP the Cavalier-rebulltF-51Ds 
operated atthe timeby the Grupo and TF-510s were truly beautiful 


‘Aéreo de Caza, the distinctive aircraft and the FAB wasted no time 
insignia of which is seen reproduced painting tiger-mouths on them, 
faithfully on one of the PSs that 

retumed later tothe US. 


Cavalier F-51D Mustang, coded ‘402, Fuerza Aérea Salvadorefia, El Salvador, 1969 


Soccer War”, of rather short duration, which erupted between 
neighboring Honduras and El Salvador in 1969, 

It is significant for a number of reasons, First and foremost, it 

witnessed what was almost certainly the final air-to-air combat between 


conventional, piston-engined aircraft in the history of aviation, and 


I is appropriate that this work should conclude with the so-called 


thus signaled the end of an era, Second, it served as a nearly text-book 
example of how even small nation states could muster credible aerial 
forces to achieve political and social objectives. 

For the first time 
presented, and a number of long-standing myths are examined and 
debunked, Although seemingly evenly matched on paper, in fact the 


a detailed analysis of all known missions is 


Hondurans enjoyed one advantage that Salvador could not; depth of 
terrain in which to shield and marshal her forces, 


FUERZA AREA SALVADORERA 


The war also saw the use of most unlikely aircraft as combatants, 
with Do 


iglas C-47 transports being employed by both sides as 
bombers, and a sizeable contribution made on the Salvadoran side by 
what amounted to lightly armed eivilian aircraft flown by volunteers in 


light reconnaissance missions, That the Hondurans did not encounter 


and destroy these intruders is due only to the fact that the density of 
aircraft which they could muster and scramble at any one time was 
actually rather low 

As in most other conflicts in Latin America involving neighboring 
states, the 1969 war resulted in an arms race between Honduras and 
Salvador which, stimulated by the Contra period that followed, resulted 
in each nation acquiring aircraft in numbers that would have been 
unheard-of under any other circumstances. 


RIGHT: One of the opening moves in 
the brief 1969 war between 
E1Salvador and Honduras came ina 
‘most unusual form -an FAS Douglas 
47 converted toa make-shit 
bomber FAS-101 wasa veteran 
aircraft and very probably was, 

still marked ike this when the war 
started, Note the wingtip ofthe 
similarly painted FG-10, AS-220, 
tothe right 
4 Hal Aes 


103 
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ABOVE: Although the FAS had RIGHT: Nearly complete alr-show 
acquired 20 surplus Goodyear-butt_ color scheme as worn by FG-10 FAS: 
F6-1D Corsaitsin 1957, notallof 220 uni just before the 1969 wat. 
them received the special airshow This particular aircraft survived tobe 
Color scheme wor here by FAS:215, the last AS Corsair, being sold back 
This scheme was gone before tothe US. in April 1989, 

‘the 1969 war onal but derelict 

examples. 
(BG Ha A 


ja Dave Osttowshi) 


Goodyear-built FG-1D Corsair, coded’FAS-220, 
Fuerza Aérea Salvadorefia, El Salvador, mid-1960s 


Goodyear-built FG-1D Corsair, coded 'FAS-215,, 
Fuerza Aérea Salvadorefia, El Salvador, ca 1968 
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popula belief, not al FAS Corsalrs were gly 
and FAS-218 larly sho 
tained on a number ofthe aircraft, withthe simple 


atthe former 


ogo, serials and some additonal markings in certain 


FG-1D Corsair, coded ‘FAS-207, Fuerza Aérea Salvadorefia, El Salvador 
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LEFT: Neighboring Honduras, which 
as attacked by El Salvador, was aso 
employing variants ofthe Cosa 
asfirst-line equipment, although 
the Fuerza Aétea Hondurena (FAH) 
‘examples were a mix of F4U-45 and 
F4U-SNs. Her, F4U-Ss, FAH-601 and 
604, show the considerable wear 
and tear that these veteran aircraft 
acquired in 1956, had attained by 
1969, ((L Basset via Car 


BOTTOM OF PAGE: Although bearing 
small US, cil registration forher 
tripbackto the US, Honduran FAU-4 
FAH-612looks almost exactly as she 
did during the 100 Hour Wr. Note 
that she has one of 609s drop tans, 
however! (UV via ay Mile 


F4U-5 Corsair, coded ‘FAH-601, Fuerza Aérea Hondurena, 
Honduras, mid-1960s 
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FARLEFT From ft to right, Sub-Te. 
Leopoldo Suaez, Cp. Guillermo 
Reynaldo Cortez and mechanic Cuco 
Sanchez pose before a camouflaged 
FG-1D at the secret Salvadoran 
deployment aistrp at La Libertad, 
San Andres 16 July 196. 


LEF/BELOW: Within ashort time 
ofthe start of hostilities, the need 
for special markings to distinguish 
friend from foe became apparent. 
The airworthy FAS FG-1Ds soon 
sported yellow identification 
bands around the engine co, 

reat fuselage, and the wings, inthe 
region of the gun apertures, 


FG-1D Corsair, coded ‘FAS-215, Fuerza Aérea Salvadoreiia, El Salvador, 1969 


RIGHT: The final six suviving 
Honduran Corsair a mix of FAU-4s 
and F4U-5Ns, shortly after their 
return tothe US, all combat 
veterans, LIV va Jy Mile) 


LEFT: The Hondurans, while suprised by the Salvadoran attack, sn 
‘organized ther considerable forces to combat the invasion This ara FU: 
5N FAH-609, ater to become famous as the mount of Mayor Fernando Sot, is 
‘seen here aed SnapShot: It is fll loaded with 20 mm guns, a drop tank to 
starboard anda 250-pound bomb to port and eight rockets 


ABOVE: No clear record has been found detailing the nicknames or noseart 
Carried by the Honduran Corsair, Here, FAH-606, an FAU-SN,isnamed 
Tarranas, and is having its guns loaded, (vis Cavs Pa 


F4U-5N Corsair, coded FAH-606, ‘Tarranas, 
Fuerza Aérea Hondurena, Honduras, 1969 


Besides the FAU-5Ns received earlier, Honduras also acquired a batch of 
FaU-4s, including FAH-614, Tey saw action during the wa in roughly equal 
numbers. (COL Basset via Caos Pans) 


EL GUERRA DE 100 HORAS" %& 167 


Arguably the most historic aircraft ofthe conflict, FAU-SN FAH-609 shortly 
after the end ofthe war, complete with Mayor Soto’ victory markings for 
two FAS FG-10s and a Mustang This aircraft survives, and will become the 
centerpiece ofa new museum. rls Pa 


FAU-5N Corsair, coded ‘FAH-609’ flown by Mayor Fernando Soto Enriquez, 
Fuerza Aérea Hondurena, Honduras, 1969 


LEFT: The Honduran crews had 
Considerable experience on their 
aircraft, and generally committed 
themselves very wel during the 
Conflict. This frontal view of FAU-4 
FAW-615 is infront ofthe distinctive 
Cuartel Mayor at Tegucigalpas 
Toncontin airfield, a frequent target 
of Salvadoran raiders 
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LEFT:The Honduran flew a number 
of operational missions with this 
Douglas (-54, AH-798, during the 
war which would today be cited as 
AWACS missions (Haged 


RIGHT: Honduras ls hada handful 
forth American 28 Tjans 
Which tooka limited part inthe 
hostilities. They were capable of 
‘mounting ordnance ona singe 
pylon unde each wing Tiss 
EAM-213, photographed in March 
1976, (Caos Plana 


Lockheed T-33A, coded ‘FAH-222, Fuerza Aérea Hondurena, Honduras, ca 1969 


LEFT: Something ofa mystery 
aircraft it isnot clear atthe tie 

of writing whether Honduras had 
acquired a single Lockheed 3A 
before, during, or after the confi. 
While some reports cite high-speed 
reconnaissance Nght by this 
airraf, subsequent acounts state 
that FAH-222 was not acquired unt 
after the war was ove 
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RIGHT: FAS and Salvadoran cil light 
aircraft lew a significant numberof 
missions in support ofthe ground 
offensive This Cessna U-17A was 
amongst thes. ed Young) 


LEFT: One ofthe most potent ABOVE: Another ofthe Cavalier 
weapons in the Salvadoran arsenal Mustang ls, FAS-403 reveals that, 
were the small batch of Cavalier after the wingtip tanks were 

F-51D Mustangs that had deleted, the tips were painted flat 
been acquited in ate 1967 and black but the white service logo was 
1968, Here, FAS-405 undergoes retained on the upper starboard 


maintenance inthe eld while stil wing, (Acie Baldo) 
Spenting her wingetip tanks, which 

were soon tobe deleted, (hie 

Bade) 


Cavalier F-51D Mustang II, coded 'FAS-405; Fuerza Aérea Salvadorefia, El Salvador, 1969 


‘Another view of Cavalier Mustang Il taken ony slight! later, now 
without wingtip tanks, and showing evidence of combat repair damage 
tothe mid fuselage. Archie Baldoch) 
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LEFT/ABOVELEFT: Maintenance on ABOVE: Within day ofthe opening 
the FAS tactical fleet was aried out of hostilities, the Cavalier FS1shad 
atremote deployment airstrips with their wingtip tanks removed and 

the crudes of facts throughout narrow yellow identification bands 


the conflict. This Cavalier F51, added tothe rer fuselage and 
FAS-408, seems tobe receiving ‘wings outboard ofthe guns. Her, 
considerable attention, This view AS-405 and 403 share the ramp 
shows the rather odd positon of the witha Cessna U-17A and aC-47 at 
small Salvadoran roundel on the _lopango. (Ache Bl 


‘upper port wing. 


ABOVE: Quickly reafizing that the RIGHT: An extremely rae air-to-air 
FAH wasmno ongera paper tiger, __photograph ofan FAS Cavalier 
Salvador frantically ast around for Mustang, FAS-405, on patrol 
additional stock P-S1 Mustangs to during the war. Not that onthe 
Supplement her combat element. camera plane, the white FAS titles 
These soon begantoarrve, and onthe upper starboard wing had 
every one was painted individually been partly overpainted by the 
according tothe taste of the crews yellow identification band. 

\who worked on them. Thisis one of 

these aircraft on ts ist operational 

mission, in the hands of Bob Love, 

cover La Union. Archie Bal 


AIGHT: Another view of Cavalier 
Mustang I FAS-403 which shows 
the wrap-around camoulage 
scheme onthe leading edges ofthe 
wings andthe very small dlameter 
Salvadoran national insignia onthe 
lower starboard wing 
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LEFT: Atsome point, the serial 
‘number on FAS-405 was shortened 
{oust 5 and a prominent 
Salvadoran roundel added tothe 
fuselage. Archie Baldo 


|ABOVE: Salvador’ Cavalier Mustangs 
served until September 1975, when 
the surviving examples were sold to 
private US, owners, Here, FAS-403 is 
seen ina 1971 post-war pose, with a 
hte prop spinner cap andthe Lobo 
insignia onthe lower engine cowl. 
Tis aircraft crashed in 1974 


Ill * \ 


‘or was taken from another aircraft, Not the P-51 nthe background with 
a yellow prop spinner and completly diferent camouflage scheme. 
(Athi Baldi 


v4 FAS-407 appears to have had her lower engine cowling painted differently 


THIS SPREAD/OVERLEAF: There was na attempt at standardization inthe 
«ols ofthe stock P51Ds acquired by Salvador. 


ABOVE: AS-406 has black prop spinner and full combat markings. (id 
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‘Aanother variation on the theme, FAS-409 retains the upper rear 
fuselage blade antenna of her former US. civil owner. 
(Arce Baldocchi 


North American F-51D Mustang, ‘coded FAS-406, Fuerza Aérea Salvadorefia, El Salvador, early 1970s 


LEFT: Tis aircraft hada white prop 
spine by 1974, and the officer on 
‘the wing was the (then) FAS CO, 
‘Mayor Regalo, The badge onthe 
fuselage isa screaming chimpanzee, 
thus the nickname ofthis arr‘ 
‘Mono which was also the nickname 
ofthe pilot, Otto Vega Monofelo, 
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North American F-51D Mustang, ‘coded FAS-411; Cpt. Avila Rosales, Fuerza Aérea Salvadorefia, El Salvador, 1969 


LEFT: A historic photograph 
FAS-411 was almost certain 
the last Mustang lost in action in 
‘any war, when Cpt, Avila Rosales 
was downed at Amatecampo. 
The ccumstances of his oss are 
‘unknown, 


ABOVE/RIGHT: Shorty after the stato hostilities, Salvadoran citizen Archie 
Baldocchi was obliged tol his privately owned North American P-51D 
tothe FAS. Wearing essential the civ paint scheme thatthe owner had 
applied, t was equipped with armament and used in operations as FAS-402, 
the second use ofthis serial (chi aldo 
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North American P-51D Mustang, coded ‘FAS-402, Fuerza Aérea Salvadoreia, El Salvador, early 1970s 


‘ABOVE /BELOW: The former civil P-510,FAS-402, after the end of hostilities in two variations of warpaint (chi Bal 
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